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THE I. MEDITATION. 


| HOYY HE VV ANDERED 
| from his heanenty Fathers 

| hoovſe, and by wohat 

| degrees,” i 
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da OnsIDer how their - 
4 Mt -wasatymewhen this 

great Saint ('him-" 
ſelfe confeſſing it )* 
being tranſported by the, 
| heare of youth , wandered' 
out” of his Fathers houſe* 
cuen into a landof extreame* 
diſproportion , and thar'by 
| no other -ſtepps OOnE 
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but firſt-. by "Mlonn -the| 


ſourſe of all euills: hear 
his.owne words : vvhen I 
FYCUU idle at home .uvith my 


parents , the brambles of UR- | | 


chaſte deſf res greUv Cucy oner | 


my heade. (Waighin particu | 


la: the euils you may haue | 
fallen inco by it) ſecondly by | 


1ll compaignic vuhich Moncs | 


vs, laith he, ofzcx to doe that | 
wohich wuc. choutd newer doe | 


aloue , but vuhen/oeuer it is 


ſaid, let Us goe, and ict Us ae | 
this or that, vve are achamed, | 
and blush, if vue dage-ndt Cheat | 


O#urT [clues? to be paſt shame,. 
AFFE CTION. ab! how rue 


it.is, © friendshippe, that we | 


experience thee, often rymes,, 
£00.to00 vatriendly. , nay cuen 
acruellſeducer of our foules; 
for thar which rhe Diucll by 
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himſelfe cannot, by rhe mea- 


-ncs.of a friend he 1s able ro 


efte&t.i Thar deare name of 


Jouing and being beloued 
carries vs quite away to perdi- 
tion. And |idlenefle ſerues 


for-nothing bur onely ro in- 
vent}, and::\uggeſt fewell re 
thisconfaming fire. Say my 


ſoul, 1S1rno fo indeed? 


Resoivtion. Neuer will 
I more then intertayac fuch 
or ſuch a ching for cuer. 1 


| renounce you /d vaine and 


feurcleſſe rhoughrs 11 abiure 


you © friuolous and deteſta- 
bleremembrances: I forſake 
you-for-cuer vnfaichfull and 
diſloyaliifrindships , miſera- 
bleand loſt ſervices, miſpent 
gratifications,difpleaſing ans 
indeed paynefull- pleaſures. 
II. Paine, Confider that 
A 1 
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the third teppe ro Auguſtines| 
raine, was his negiect of his) 
Mothers counkell, which ſee-! 
med to him burlike oldwiues: 
fables , which, as he fatrh; he! 
was ashamed cofollow. Poms) 

der how ir is euenthus thar all. 
our miſeries doe increaſciand; 
ripen. we firſt waxctepideand 
idle in Gods feruice; we fpend' 
tymeinimbraceinga male of 
vaine thoughts and: EXTraula-| 
ances; we then meete with a! 
copanionof the, ſame mould, | 

whoſe equall follic doth fec-! 
de, and increaſe our fancie, | 
and by licle and litle we arc! 
hurried on to-a- precipice-of| 
milſcheife :; Parents and frieds! 
counſells are-imployed- to| 
preuent our future woe, but: 
are reiected :;weare _ for | 


cuey , valeſlc: Gods, ſpecialt 
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grace doe recalle ys! 
--- AFXECTION. YES 1tis cuen 
thus, © my ſoule, that werun 
to ruine. the fancies of idle 
houres doe truly feede and 
increaſe our -miſeries : and 
what doth the communica. 
tion of ſuch fancies to others, 
bur ſtill more and more im- 
poyſon and ripen the deſeaſe 
of our mynds? and cuen con-. 
firme\our harts againlt that 
ſoucraigne remedie,the good 
Counſel! of fuperiours and 
Sek, nv 0 
REesoLvTrioN. Againſt 
idlenes , T will till hauec in 
memorie, that vpon the good 
or bad ſe of che moments of 
tyme which we now haue, a 
happic or accurfed eretnirie 
doth depend: 'andrhatatyme 
will come 'rhat-a moment of 
A iii 
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tyme hall nor be lefr ro re- | 
pent in, Againſt bad, compas | 
nie, I will remember, rthathe | 
wvho toucheth pitch shall be 
defyled woith it : and. that | 
wvith the good woe Shall be 
good ; and woith the perucrſe 
wve Shall be peraerted. Againſt 
the negle&t of good counſell 
(which is a thing of ſo dan- 
erous a conſequence, that | 
the prouerbe aflures(pe/icoutte 
fell paſt grace)T will hauechele | 
ſacred leftons deeply; impriny 
red in my mynd. Went <i# 
#gnominte- hall be buy hare 
wvho forſakes | diſcipline : but 
glorie to bim vuho giues care to 
one vuhe  deth counſcil aud 
correc. Prouerbs;'c.' 13: and 
Prou..z9. Soudaine diftruttion 
shallouertake ,or fall wpon that 
man vvho with a fiffe necke 


counſe!]. 


' contemnes him wvoho doth Fee 
prehend him, And theſe of S, 


Auguſtine. 
1 thought it vvas ozely She 
woho ſpoke ( meaning Saint 


' Monica) but her vvords were 


indeed thyne (0 God) and in 
her perſon , thou vuaſt contem- 
ned by me. I being old , and 
4 Bishop, am readie to be taught 


by achild. Petition, Say with 


Salomon. Giue me © Lord a 
Docile hart, a hart myld and 
ſupple, and readieto rake the 
good tin&ure of wholſome 
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THE 11. MEDITATION. | 


Whitherhe vuadred,andwuhat | 
miſeries he mett wuithall in 
his uvanderin g pilgrimage. 


1. Porixr. 


 Onſider that he follo: | 
wed the ſtepps of the | 
prodigall child, and with him | 
arrived in a foraine Land, | 
whither fin ledd him, and | 
purt him into ſo great a dif 
tance from Gods helping 
hand, that he fell into rhe | 
hands of rheeues :: my EnCe- 
"ng, ſaith he, 41d with me 

«what cuer they pleaſed;they | 
*beate me, they ſtripe me *' 


*naked, they defyled , cor- | 
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<rapted;wounded;and cuen 


<killedme,andallthis,becau- 
<«{eLdeparred from thee,and 
«hecauſe I became a verie 
«nothing wirthour thee. 
AFtECTION.and RESOLVT. 
Woe be to that audacious 
foulc, who by leauing rhee(o 
Deare Lord) dares preſume 
to. hope to find outany thing 


els in heauen or in Earth nor 


onely better then thee, or ike 
to thee, but cuen any thing 
rolerable without thee!.Thon 
haſt made vs ro,and for thy 
ſelfe ; thou-haſt endowed our 
ſoules with a capaciouſnes 


capable of thy ſelfe, and our 


harts muſt needs be ynquiere, 


till they returne to rhee, and 
repole in thee. Be they for- 
ſaken for cuer 6 Lord, who 
torſaxe thee;may their names. 
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be wricten vpon thegroynd, | 
that they | hane abandoned | 
thee , the veyne of huciig 


WALCT. 


II. Point. Confider that | 


thoſe enemyes of our ro0d, 


UW I 70? 


hauing maymed vs, leaue vs | 


not ſo ; but obſeruing thar | 


none comes in,to our ſuccour 
«hey vilifie and contemne 
«ys, they make their vvay 


<ouer our bellies; they rreade | 


Kys ynder feere, and wirh the 


«<{flth of finne defile Gods. 


*holy Temple, and leaue vs 
«raſping vpon rhe ground, 
«full of defolation , and 


<yorne out with ſorrow. 


- _ age 
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Axrtc.andResor. This ſad | 


mruch Blefſed Auguſtine fea- 
red nor to publich in the 
eares of all the world ; and 
wee frequently fayle not t6 
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experience in" owne particu- 


Jars;if we make refle@ion,and 


yer' alas, we endenour nor in 
good earneſt ro flie from the 
Frve of ſo cruell a foe , bur 
even without witt or feare,we 


trudge after them , being 


blind and naked and loaden 
with the chaynes of ourſinns. 
They vuounded me and 1 gree- 
wed not: they halted andtrayled 


mie after them, and T Vvas not 


ſenſible of ut! 


HI. Point. Conſiderthat 
Auguſtins and our miſeries 
find yer: no periode ; bur 
growe vp to a higher exceſſe, 
We doe nor. onely by our 
flight from God fall inro the 
power of our deadely foes,are 
{tript,and wounded by them, 
(while yer we follow them 
without feare, and grow ſen- 


4 
feleſſe.) but we enen fall-in 


Y 


loue with.our miſerie,misfor-| | 


eune.,. and {eruitude. 1 vvas 
Sane and yet loned my ſlanerie: 
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blind. and yet deſired my blind-| 


zes. Ina word, t0'me bitter| 


4 


ſeemed ſuveet,and ſuveetbitter, 


AFFEC. and REsorvrT. A 


pitcifull caſe ! and yer this is; 
che. moſt comon and dange- 


rous deſcaſe, of the-banished 


ſons of Eve. For who knowes: 
nor the eye which ſcandalis-: 
ſeth, and inticeth vs to finne, 


and yet who hath the cou- 


rage topull it out: Who ſees | 
not the hand which leads vs. : 


ro iniquirie, and yet who re- 


ſolues ro cutt it off indeed, ; 


1 meane,the companions and 


occaſions of cuil; nay we im- | 
brace and hugge them, and | 


{ceme to haue our hart ſliced | 


Ir . 
in| mn pecces if we be denided 
| from them, O how Itrangly 
| peructſe, and fenſeleſly mad 
2: is the harr of man ? Make 4 
d.. firme Reſolution of a coftrarie 
er, proceeding. 
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is THE III. MEDITATION 
e- | 

d. 4 CONTINY AFION OF 
eS| the ſame ſubietF. 

jo | 

e, LF Pornt. 
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- Onſider that we arenot 
'S.| ſenſelefle of our ewlt 


>. onely,and fall in loue with _ 
, | our miſerie, bur from the per-. 
d: merſenes of the ſame lone 
- | groves luſt; by often yealding 
d:; to luſt vwve make a cuſtome ; 
d 


and by net oppoſizg ta this 


1 


15 ; 


enftame { which is a certaine; | 
law of finne) wwe grovu/ubiett| 


70 a kind of necefitie , woberby 


the mynd of man ( enen not|. 


wvillfng) is dravune and held! 
as in chaynes, in bitter ſerui-| 
tude. | : 

AFFECTION and REsoLv.. 
Thus, farre was our Auguſti-| 
ne gone, being carried downe | 
by thoſe ftepps, cuen to the! 


veric bortome of Hell. And! 


hither doe we alſo bur roo! 


often finde our ſclues borne! 


 downe by the force of the! 


ſtreame. But oh what a labour | 
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had he, and haue we, to row} . 


backe agalne > how did he! 


trurne and wind himſelfe to | - 


breake his chaynes , and yer | 
was {till dereyned , and was | 


ſuſpended berwixt a dying | 
to death, and a liuing to life: | 


| Hitt he (o > leaſti/he 
 «hould be delivered:fromv all 
, impediments ;as he ought'ro 
| have feared:tho being:;hind- 
red by them: winlkt: begging 


for chaſtitie:; he was aftrayd 
ro be heard; leaſt he shoutd 
haue bene inſtantly delivered 
from the deſeafe of concu- - 
piſcence. Whilſt che violent 
cuſtome- of ſinne shooke rhe 
garmenr of his ſoule. made of 


eh and blood, and ſpoke 
Aoftly/ ro him: in 'his ſore. Is 
| jt poſlible thac 'chou canft 


' thus di{miflle vs 2 And from 


[ 
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| .this inſtant $shall we: never 
; mate-bewiuhthee?rAnd from 
this; inſtant hat} it-nener 


more: be[lawtull for rhee', ro 


| doethis,or that,any more for 


eueeF 
IL. Pom. Conſider that 


while rhe” violence! of bat 1 


cuſtome-kepr:him-capriuc in 1 


fins Gaote, he mert'withino- - 
thing-bur-exereame milſcrie} | 


-want; and famine; His nobk 


andvaſte:ynderftanding was 


afforded nothing buthuske 
: «of ſwine to:'feed vpon , (and 
«yer was barred 'ro be Aatis: 
fed (cuen with ſuch trash)! 
thas is idle; perſwafions of 


- God and godly things 


.emprie fancies, glorious fic- 


tions, which'were ferued wy; 
deuoyde of thar truth which: 
alone 1s able ro faciare ir. 
AFFECTION and Resot. 
Alas how often doe we hope 


to feed and fill our ſelues 


with ſuch like'rrash, in lieu 
of ſolide-andfaciaring truth, 
and we are therby onehy, 


puffed vp- and ſwelled. with 


9 
the wind and ſmoke of yani- 
tic : which happens as ofren 
as we deſire rather roappeare 


knowing then well doing; or 


aſpire to high things aboue 
vs, with the negle& of the 


\. more profitable knowledge 
of our ſelues. Ler me know 
thee , 0 thou , who knoweſt 
me, let me know thee , and 


know my lelfe and ler all 
other knowledges which lead 
not to theſe , vanish like 


ſmoke. 


HI. Point. Confiderchat 
as his vnderſtandinse dif- 
couered no true light while 
he lued amidſt thar feraue 
darkenes ,' but. was ouer- 
wrought with rhe inquirie-of 
Truth without attayning- to 
the knowledge-therof, ſo-did 
his will racke;icſelfe tonicet 


20 
with andintoye Geod, and yer 
could onely light on vnreſt 


*and: diſquiere. My foule | 


*hath -rurned and roffed it 
*{elfe vp.and downe ,- vpon 


©rhe backe, ypon rhe fides, | 
*<andwypon the breaſt, and it | 


hath found all things hard, 


<Forwhen I grewtoobteyne 


*my vnchaſte deſires, in the | 
*<midſt of my iollitie , I was | 


*xyed by nuſcrable chaynes, 
*thar ſo I'might be bearen 
*with the burning rodds of 
zealouhes, ſuſpicions, feares, 
*2angers,brawles,8c. 


AFFECTION and RESsSoOLrLv. | 


And+d God how good thou 
wert to him, and. how good 
thou art'to vs in ſo doing, 
whilebeing mercifully cruell, 
thou ſprinkleſt alt our vnlaw- 


full- pleaſures with exrreame 
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diſguſts , (thar ſo we may be 
drawne to the delire of fee- 
king true pleaſures which 
have no mixture of diſguſts) 


(fo that we can find no perma- 
nent reſt everv in the moſt 


proſperous delights the world 


can boaſt. What meane we 
then ſtill to rravaile and 


| trudge on through chele hard. 


and'paynefull wayes , where 
by one torment we purchace 
another: for we {ee and feele 
that che burden of finne doth 
certaincly and heauily op- 
prefle vs. We wilt therfore 


 rerurne into our owne harts, 


and be reconciled and vnired 
ro him that made vss we will 
ſtand with him that we may 
ſtand faſt; andrepoſe in him, 


that we may be truly at reſt. 
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THE IV. MEDITATION. 


Houvheretarnedtohy heaucn- 
ly Fathers houſe;, and by 


UVhat fee PPS. 


].. P-OIN T, 


| \ Onſider thar if Tdlenes, | 


A, bad compagnie, and ac 


gle of good counſell, did vn- 
fortunarely lead our-B. Saint; | 


from his Fathers houſe ; he 


returned as happily backe 


againe by rhe quite contrarie 


ſtepps. Run but ouer in-your. 
mynd the innumerable Trea-: 


tiſes and volumes which he 
wrote ,,and you. will -be ſo 


farr from coceiuinghe could. 


be idle, that you will much 


wm, 
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wonder: when he could find 
ryme: (the ations neceſlarie 
ro-his-fun@&ion;, aspreaching 
praying , &c. and the ryme 
ſpent inaccomodating neigh 
bour-1arrs being conſidered) 
euen, 11 a manner, to'write” ' 
them ouer,if. you did not vn-! 
derſtand by himſelfe, thar he! 
was forced: to fteale: it: from: 
his reſt. 'I droue rwo workes 
| at once, /aith he , the-one 
*by day ,the other by.nighr 
*ryme., when other imploy-: 
| «ments:crouding invpon mei 

*onallfides,dideuen permire 
«ne jto-ro doe. i 5 

AFFECTION , &Cc.-See''my 
ſoule, ſee, how now no:/mo-! 
ment 1s miſpent, bur contra-i 
rily by the good imploymenr: 
of ryme., he redeemes loſt 
tyme.The'day-is not enough 


an - 
ro pay the malice of his Joſt 
daycs , but the nigh! mill 
contriburets it roo. He takes 
the buſines ' of. the *whole 
world vpon hisshoulders.He 
eſpouferh- the folicirude i'6 
all 'rhe C hurches: with Sajit 
Paule. and. all his ryme is 
ſpent 1n'putting a helping 


hand ro' their 'asorecuances| 


O 
Hi Point: Conſider that 
as he -1mployedan admire 
ble-good husbanding of eyme 
to recouer tyme loſt; ſo doth 


hefly ro good companie and 


counſel] raremedic againlt | 


the infefion-_'of | the- badd 
' companie., and'ithe negled 
of. good counſell which he 
had: vied. To Saint Ambroſe 
firſt, who plentifally diſpen- 
ſedantidoresor ecounterpoy- 
ſons againſt the'jnfe&jons of 


bad! 
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bad companie and counſell, 
or.rarher ſtarued. him with 


«| emptic huskes: Saint Ambro- 


ſe fedd and filled him with 
the flowver of Gods woheate 
which doth fatten::. VWheras 
that made him ſftubborne 
and ſtiff necked: S. Ambroſe 
broughr him ro be ſupple 


and rractable;, wuith the 


{moothnes of God's oyle. Wher- 
as that , wich vennimous 
cupps did inroxicate” him. 
Saint Ambroſe wirhizhe ſober 
delight of Gods wine beget- 


.teing virgins, doth ing2ge 
| his hart and regayne him, 


Next co Simplicianos;, Saint 
Ambroſe his Father ,-and to 
Poritianus , who — 
to him Saint-Anthonies li 
which did fo rouch him ar 
the hatt > that he forceably 
p B. 
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*cryed-out. The vnlearned 
©men of. the world doe reare 
©<heauen;out of 'our hands; 


«and we with our great| 


©knowledge,withour braynes 
*or coutrage,are {till content 
*ro. wallow in flesh and 
<«bloud. 


AFFECTION. And why doe! 


not we, my ſoule, obſeruing 


inourſelues the ſame crrours, 
make vic of the ſame reme-| 
dics ? why: doe we not fly, the| 


occaſions of cuill, and ſpee- 


dily lay hold vponthe occa-| 


fions- of :good. compagnie, 
and 'good counſell? If in the 
one we-mcetc with a moment 
of falſe delight, experience 
aſluresys- it 'is payd with 


houres., and; dayes and yeares| 


of diſcomfort and 'retnorſe 
of conſcience;.,wheras in that 


es 44 
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| other we might euen here 


below haue ſome participa- 
tion of heauen , and be lefr 
with our thoughts full of a 
ſolide and permanent de- 
light, | 


© Om— 


MEDITATION V. 


WHAT BEFELL HIM 


ſoone after his perfe& 
conuerſion to God. 


| Towvitt 4 change vorought by 


the bandof the highe#t. 


I. PoiNT. 


He. Onſider a ſoudaineand 
| I, ftrange change of the - 


hand: of che higheft;, which 
happens to all who abſolut- 
B jj 
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ly conuert themſelanes to! 


«God: Ir became -ſweere to 
*me,/aith he ,to bedepriued 
«of the ſweernes of wordly 
*royes. Whar formerly 1 
feared to looſe, I now de- 
"parted from with ioy : For 


<thou didſt caſt them from | 


«me, thou © Lord , who art 
*<my true and prime ſweertnes, 
«Thou threweſt them our, I 
*«{ay, and in lieu of them 
«didft thy ſelfe enter, who 
_ «art ſweeter thenall delightes 
*(rhough not to fleche and 
«bloode ) more ſublime and 
«high then all honour , but 
«not to thoſe who are high 
«1n their owne conceipr. 
AFFECTION. . Take cour- 
rage then, 0 my foule, take 
courrage, God is not Au- 
ouſtins God alone, bur ours 
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alſo: the bowells of his 


fatherly mercy lyes open 
euen to vs too. His loue 1s 
not leſſened, his arme isnor 
Shorrened, Lers bur in good 


earneſt conuert our ſelues 


vnto him , and his goodnes 
cannot auerr himfe}fe from 
Vs. Be conuerted to me , and 
T will be connerted to you 
faith our Lord. Let's bur ab- 


falutely diſpoſleſle our ſelues 
of the world 'and worldly 
toyes, and he will 'in- 


falliby- inhabice our harts, 


poſleſſe them of heauenly 
loyes , and make ys expe- 
rience a deare and delightfull 
change. {£2035 

II. Pornr.: Conſider fe- 
condly, that he was-reſtored 


to the hibertie which by the 


faucric of finne he had leſt. 


B iij 


| | 

zo 
«Now, /a:t) he, was my mynd} 
«freed from rhe biring cares, 
*borh of, honor and riches, 
*«as allo from procuring to 
<welter in carnall ſins, and 
prouoking the heate of luſt, 
AFFECTION. and RESOLrL. 
Oh what a change is this 
from that wherin he formerly 
found himfſelfe ingaged , 
when he ſaid, now all the 
«arguments which IF was 
«wonte to bring , were ſok 
£ed , and' their remayned 
*onely. a ſpeachles / rrem- 
<bling : and it ( his ſoule) 
«feared even: as death it 
_«felfe, to bereftraynedfrom 
*rhe courſe and fluxe it had 
*flonge taken towards ſinne, 
<wherby it was dayly pining 
_ <away ,. and. growing necret| 
ro deſtruftion. And againel] 


= 


zT 


*arned and winded my ſelfe 


«<;n my chayne, till fuchtyme 
<asthat litle which heldeme, 
«mghr be broken; bur ſtill 
«tr helde me. I was faying I 
<& would doe it , and eucn 
©<almoſt did 1c, yer indeed 
£] did it not, but remayned 
breathing! neere, the. place, .' 
«here I Should: hane bene. 


We often my foule find the 


fame wraſtling with flesh-and 
blood , bur, lets. be faithfull 


.to Gods inſpirations,. and we 


Shall alſo be reſtored to the 
fame liberrie. | 


III... Po 1n2.:.,Confder 


thirdly, , that as he is more 
and more remoued from the 


troubles and cares of the 


world, he approchethneerer 
and:neerer to the deare,de- 
tights of heauen,andinioying 


Th 


32 
&*rhe true liberrie of the ſons | © 
*of God,l conuerſed, /aiih|' 


«—þ4e , ina familiar and render 


manner, with thee, who arr! - 


«my beauric, my riches, my 
{aluation, my Lord and my | 
« God. | £1 
” Arr. and Resor. Marke 6 
my ſoule the delightfull de- 
rees of this heaucnly chan- 
ge We are firſt touched and 
excited by.grace being fab 
len'; we arc Cartied-on 'by 
delight being riſen ; accom- 
payned by delight we are 
lead tolibertie, which affords 
vs wings of holy defire toflye 
'vp and repoſe in the boſome 
of our dearely beloued , and 
Shelter and ſolace our ſelues | 
betwixr thoſe ſacred breaftes 
of conſolation , to which I | 
will 'cling and nothing shall 


<Q. > © waAS 2 8 $3 


Ry. OO 6 0 1 


W 


- We 


3F 
be 3ble Xo- {ſeparate me. 


© 


THE Vi. MEDITATION” 


Hoon abſolutely he berooke hime- 


-felfe to a good life. 
i PoinT. 


* Onſider that no ſooner 


( -, was he reſtored to this 


bleſſed libertije ;/ and had he 


receaued the Sacraments at 
Saint Ambroſehis hands, but 
he, began to lay the funda- 


tion” of - a holy life -,- by 


bidding a: moſt - abſ{olure 
«Adieu,, from-the verie bo 
| *rom of his hart, ( as ſa:th 


* Poſidius) to all worldly pre- 


-*tentions:; nether - now 'de- 


*Gircing. a wife nor ſons of 
Sv. 


34 23 

*his body , nor©tiches, tte: 

*worldly honors ; but mad: 

a firme purpoſe ro  giue 

«himfelfe wholy ro Gods ſer. 
uice , faſting , prayer and 

. good warkes , meditating'day 
and nighr»in ithe law.of out 

Lord. ſaith Poſſidius. 

AFFECTIONS. and RExsor, 

O my ſoule lets vs take the 

:fame refolution,and\humbly 
confidently and perſeuerant- 

ly  make..vſc. of. rhe ſame 

meanes , and we: shall - not 

fayle: happily: to: be: teftored 
to Gods. favour. He wh 
made:vs without vs, will not 
faue vs. withour our conſent 


and. cooperation; we mult} 


worke them ;' nor! we alone, 
bur Gods grace with.vs. 

IL. PorwT.. Conſider that 
this reſolution being: raken 


bk 


ow 


_ 


3s 
m-genetdll he to un d-no; bers 
ter-way/toiſett, ypon it in par- 
ticular, then by ſelling what 


| he bad,andigiuing.1tro the 


poore:to:follow Chriſte: take 
his'owne: word-for it.;l (/airh 
*be.' Epiſc: 89: )) Who write 
*Frheſe / things ,. did, vehe- 
{*mently louerhat perfeQion, 
"wherof.' our: . Lord. ſpoke 
{<rhen- he laid: re: the: rich 
<young_ man in;the, Goſpel. 
«Gor &64, and Limbraced ity 
<notby mype!ownetrength, 
*þy&by the aſlRtancc of his 
<EraCez- DOyv Pg .9 "Y T6117 
>:AFFECTION. and; RES0OL-4 


Behold &.my ſoulc:how. thy 
boy -Pargh fprifgs ion cim 


teas pf Gods eotnfalls. 

Thieaws rig 02m0rbi fold]! 

cias Eraſos;to-motow and to' 

morowheard ; but 9 eriliyiths 
- V}. 


7 


fie fertts vpon it. /'No' more 
halfe wills wherof the 'one 
ſerues to deſtroye the other, 
but he reſolutely; and whe: 
menly lowes it.\'No more irre:| 
ſolution, asfearingirnto'what 
hands 'he might” putt him. 
ſelfe, or that he might looſe 
by the bargaine ; bur he ſell; 
and gines' all that>he hath."1t\ 
we find our ſ{clues thus affoc-| 
red, how good reaſon .hauc 
we to rcioyce in'our Lord, 
bur if contrarily ; wie tbe de- 
laying ,” cold; |irrteſolite;/ 
what we haue vndertakey}; 
how good reaſon haue-we. to 
fpurre our” feluos- on + by his 
example. Twill cherfote 8c! 
_- HE: Porwre-Confiderhat 

he did/nor- build! woode; 
haye, or ftubble,'thar-is ret- 
reanopreferments of coſpedts 
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of: flesh- and blood vpon 
theſe holy fundations , but 
cuen gold , filuer, and pre- 
rious ſtones , ( faith Poſſidius} 
_ that is ,, the: moſt; choyce 
chriſtian vertues;/ro- witr' a 
feruent loue of God,intima- 
red. by gold; the loue of the 
neighbour fignifted by //aer, 
_ and-all the reſt 'of the ver- 
_ ues, imported by pretious 

flones. 701 

Axx. and Resor. This is 
the paterne which our holy 
Patron left vs, let's examine 
how well we take it our. Is it 
thus indeed © my ſoule that 
we build 2 Or rather doe we 
. not heape negligences, tepi- 
ditics, vanities, and 1mpuri- 
ties of intention vpon the 
good - fundation we haue 
hyd? Arc we not in veric 
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deed cold and flowe--ih rhe 
louc of God, and ther vpon, 
as careleſle obbur neighbour, 
As chough: the | care.of :him, 
 had-nor!'ar:: ati /bene} com- 
mended tows? Ler:vs'ther- 
for in imitation'of our good 
Patron ſay with . him. Giue 
me _, © Lord; to loue thee, 
as much - I deſire, and as 
much as I'ought ;- and: my 
neighbour for thee and. in | 
_ > &C.. 


| «Ip 


}.<111934D G1 


th. 
——_ —_——— 
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| THEVILMEDITATION. 


Hovou he behaned himſelfe. 
” © z# Faith. _ 


F.. P OINT. 


"7 Onſider- that he putt 
| down with Saint Paule, 
whoſe belt ſcholler he was, 
«char Faith is the-ſubſtance 
*of rhings' to be hoped'for, 
<1 atghiment of things not 
aring.” or » #s he ſaith in 
"apother place, ve 1s the fun- 
| ©*datior of all good things, 
«he verie begining” of mans 
«Aabuarion: 'It is an 1lluſtra- 
| $tion of rhe mynd, by whicE 
$1t.45 laminated by che Pri- 


# | 


«me Light, to diſcerne ſpt-| 


«riruall chings. 


AFFECTION and REsoLi.|. 


Doe we © my ſoule, aymeat 
the true knowledge of ſpiri- 


tuall rhings?doe we defire our} 


ſalnation , or hope we for 
thoſe eternall waighrs of glo- 
rie , thoſe ineffable things 
which appeare not to the 
eye; ſound not to the care, 


nor enter into the hart of! 


man, which God hath ' pre- 
pared for thoſe that loue 
him 2 know then that -it is 
by the benefit of, rhe  hea- 
venly light of Faith. Thar is 


the' illumination , rhat,; rhe 


fundation., that, rhe. - very} - 


ſubſtance and ſomme of all. 


IF. Point. Conſider that | 
he putt downe for his ſecande | 
ground , with the . ſame | 


| 
| 


I 
Apoſtle, that without Faith 
ic is impoſſible ro pleaſe God. 


«] faith he, none shall be 


«dmirted into the number 
«of the ſons of God without 
it , None without it $hall 


| *obrayneiuſtifying grace in 
«this world, nor poſleſle erer-. 
E©nall life in the next, which 
is giuen co the loue of God 


alone. Nor can any loue, 


whom he knowes-nort , nor 


doth any know God, but he 


to whom it is geuealed by the 


Father, through faich in his 
onely ſon Chriſt Teſus. 
AFFECTION. and RESOL. 


Tf without Faith we know nor, 
| withour knowledge we louc 


not,withour loue we remayne 
in the-jawes of death; if in 


 dearh there be no grace, nor 


| without grace any hope of 


=. 
oloric : If we haue no right] 
to the denomination of ſons] 
nor conſequently iuſt Title, 
of Heyres. Oh of what con. 
conſideration ought faith to 
be with vs, how conſtanrtly| 
ought we to imbrace it, howl 
carefully: ro conlerue it For 
-alas, if we: miſke: ro. be num: 
-bered amongſt the: fons © 
God, we shall not miſle ty 
be counred” amongſt che 
flaues of the Diuelt.- - - | 
IH. Point. Confiderfur - 
ther with him , that: the be- 
gining off our faith & Joon 
Chriſt, fomwohom , by vuhon 
and in vohom are all thing 
It is not bought by our -rt- 
ches ; procured by. our in- 
duſtries, or given. to out 
merits; bur is' a: pure ' and 


tree gift of Gods mercy | 


| which he 1s nerther neceſſita- 
| ted, nor induced, ſaue-onely 
| . by the abundance of his 


| owne vncompelled goodnes. 


© 


Arr. and Res. Bleſſed be 


thy goodnes for cuer, © m 


| Lord God, who daynedit me 


with this grear gift , whilſt I 
nether deſecrued, nor deſired, 


nor even thought of ir. Farre 
be ir from me ro extolle my 
| ſelfe, ro arrogare it ro. my 


ſelfe, as though I had had it 


of my ſelfe. Nay contrarily 


vpon the rhoughr of rhar 


fingular goodnes', EF fall 


downe proſtrate before rhy 


Maieſtie pronunceing 1n all 


\humilitie, that: he vuho doth 


glorie Should glorie in eur 
Lord, | | 
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THE VIII. MEDITAT| « 


A CONTINY ATION ON « 
the ſame ſubieet. CK 


I. PoinT. 


Onſider that rhough ; 

che begining. of out] , 
faith be from God purely, | 
- and cannot be merited by ; 
vs, yet is the increaſe of it} | 
( Gods 'race being alway , 
preſuppoſed)lefrin our hand 
ro be procured, by care-and| « 
culciuating , and by conti/| , 
, nually accompaigning itwith 
*r00d workes. Weare nor,to 
*be as itwere ſecure in faith, 
*but we are to accompaignie| 
*a right faith with a right 


WOSTT-IF 


] 
| 
1 
| 


| 
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 ©life. The Apoſtles , /aih he, 
«had not left all , contem- 
| *ning the hopes ofthe world, 
*had they nor had ſome faith: 
*nor would they haue ſaid, 
 *rncreaſe our faith , had it 
| ®alreadie bene-perfe&. 
{ ArrECTION and REs$oL. 
| Bleſſed be our good God, 
i} who doth nor onely preuent 
vs with his benedictions, be- 
fore we deſerue , or yet 
bil cthinke of them; bur alſo gi- 
ues vs power by concurring 
with his grace , ro mulriplie 
his good gifts , yea he hath 
4 cucn charged vs to negotiate 
| vpon them till he come. 
Lets vs not therfore be wan- 
| ting /to- our ſclues , ſince the 
V} increaſe is left in our owne 
| hands.” | 
II. Point, Conſider that 


46 
though it be our part to 
make good vic of the good 


Talent which Gods grace] 


freely beſtowed vpon vs, and 
by that good vie to multi- 
plic it, yet are we to knoy 
with our Saint,zhat as 20mat 
is ſuf ficient of himſelfe to be- 
gin or perfett any good vuorke 
/o is none of himſelfe able to 
begin or perfect faith. Butthe 
increaſe and perfeCtion of it 
ought ro be procured by out 
ferucnr and frequent prayer 
co the good Giuer,ſaying. 
AFFBCTION and REsOLY, 
I beeſcech thee , and in:1 
moſt ſuppliant manner I im 


0 i, A fob, qa ov 


plore thy mercy (0 God whq| 


are the.founraine and ſourl 
of all good. things, the giue 
and conſeruer of all yertue; 
ancreafſe in me holy; right 


. 
% ' 
w—_—_—— ts ad Cad 
_- 


I 


Ln 
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and: immaculate Faith. And. 


make'.me performe workes 


| ſutable ro ir, leaſt a good 


faicrh may be defiled by vn- 


| cleane workes, and leaſt I 


'may deny thee , by a bad 
life , whom I confeſle by a 

ood beleife. 7 beleene , 0 
Lord, Yet helpe my incredu- 
| litie. 


HI. Point. Conſider fur- 


| therwith your holy Fa. that 


for want of good workes and 
feraent and frequent prayers, 
our Faith, in lieu of increa- 
| ſing, falls into adeficiencie; 
 &jr fleeps , waxes weeke and 


| <ficklie, yea dyes. Ieſus ſome 


*tymes {leeps in vs, ( as he 
*ſlepr inthe shippe) thatis, 


- of <our'' faith which is. from 


*Tefus;fleeps' in vs, andrhen 
"the ' winds and waues. of 


ſelfe ,/8&c. and when alli 
done; ye will aſcribe all, not 


48 
*remptation tolle vs too and 
«fro. We muſt therfore awake 
<«Teſus, and the rempeſt shallſ 
«he allayed, that is, we mull 
recolle& our faith , and cal| 
it to praclle., 

AFFECTION and RegoL 
wve perish o Lord wwe perish, 
hane mercy vpon vs. For ala 
why doth our faich ſleepe, 
bur for want of being exci. 
red and ſtirred vp by ferucart 

rayers ? whence 1s it weeke 
and ſickly , bur for want 0 
the nourichement of good 
workes ? whence .is ir dead 
bur that it is- not quickned 
by charitic? We wil cherforc 
Pray , worke., endeuour to 
loue God aboue all things 
and our neighbour as out 


(0! 
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and] to,our owne ſtrength , ho ts 


halll 
1ull 
Cal 


ake} Gods grace. 


nth 


THE Ix. MEDITATION. 


| With ——_ modeſtic and FRA 
militie he looked vpon mat- 

© ters. of. Faith. And hovv 
chigha rate be putts. upen 
þ#þ. T&3+3 


L. Port; 


i.  Onfider e he CAPE, 
(75 tures/ not to-diue: into 
the knowledge of high mi- 
ſeries. with herericall pride 
and. fiteſumiption, as though 
wittwctei able romakeway to 
all;but by ia rruly Catholike 


5 ſubmiffion;:-and ' modeſtie, 


pon! many © occaſions: he 
| (S 


makes open profeſſion of his 
ignorance; acknowledges rhe 
difficultie to be great; knocks 
hard to haue helpe from 
heauen ; putts downe for' z 
*caucat, #0 al/ , that it 1; 
<*herter to be ignorant 'with 
<«(afecie, then-knowing with 
*«danger; Azd, that valeſle 
«webelececuchumbly,weshall 
*not ſee clearely. 
ArFECTION and Reso1, 
Ler vs beware, my. ſoulc, of 
bearing our heads too high, 


and of being proudely wilt, 
lee vs be wiſe wich-fobrierig,| 


it 15 to the: imple: and! hum 
ble hicle ones that God giues 
grace, and reucales/iniftcriv 
Shacr-vp fromthe:wife-of-the 
world';.who:wanish incthes 
owne lenfe | 'andiorepuring 
themſclues wiſe y are; indexd 


f 


| 


Ft 


| Ufgoles; Ir 1s the'ſumplicirie 


«of beleeuing ;:nortthe viua- 


| *cjtie; of: vnderftanding 


«hich: ſauces the 'troupes of 
Chriſtians. /Low layd chen; 
0 Lord,in-my poore nothing, 
humbly.will I expe& from 
thee, the knowledge of ſuch 


| truthes, as thy wiſdome may 
ſeo neceſlarie for thy glorie, 
| and my erernall good. This is 
| all I need, and all I deſire. 

9H. Point. Gonſider the 


excellences/-and fruites of 


| Faith , wherof the firſt-is, 
| that ir makes 'the. humble 


and ſimple man, ſee the moſt 
hidden miſteries,thoughwith 


| an/ obſcure light, perfeftly 


and infallibly', withour <dif- 
putation heſttation.or ddubr 
ar all Faith thachi iindeed 


| Teyes ,ſatthhe;, yea cyesboth 


C 1) 


'F2 | 
<oreater, ſtronger ,and motr 
*powerfull ::1eyes which ne- 
«ner deceaued any ; eye 
«which are alwayes fixel 
*<ypon our Lord:eyes finally 
«which in ſome-ſorr ſees that 
*ro be true-which-as yer $he 
©{ees not : and wherby he 
«moſt certainly fees, rhatshe 
«doth not yer {ce what $he 
«belccues. | 

AFFECTION and REsor; 
Who arc nor content. with} | 
theſe eyes, hauc, deſeruedly} . 
eycs., and ſce nor, yea with 
open-cycs run to: their deb 
truction ; and defcend into 
Hell' aliue ; becauſe rhey 
would preferre their witt be- 
fotc the- infallible guidance 
of Faith, which was the pro- 
'periguide giuen vs by: God 
:to:dire-our ſtepps in Chril- 


—_ 


_—_ 


f 
cianitie. O moſt blefled light, 


who art not ſcene, ſauc onely 


| by moſt purifyed eyes, puri- 


fic thes eycs of 'myne”, that 
flying'vanitic', chey may dwel 
vpon VERITIE ,- afid 7# thy 
light ſee light indeed.” * © 

,.JII- Point. Conſider that 
a ſecondeexcellence of faith 
«iz; that. iris; rhe iuſt! mans: 
<oode'; or his mſtiee': bes 
&©cauſe-if he: beleeues? ,* he: 


| Syſerthy precaution. if he vſe 
precaution , hetallo begins 
to: vſe endeuour itand® God 


*Knowes his endeuour , and. 
*lookes into: his will;and ob* 
Eferues his combar with the 
*flesh :-exhorts him to fight; 
helps him to overcome, ex- 
*peds him ftrugling: ,  ſap- 


CC , "pps; | 
*ports him falling , crownes 


*him- quercoming- O how 
of" 


excellent a fruice of Faith jj 
\ thisk.- + ons; nog oe 
_ AFFECTION.and RESOLvVT, 


Grant-,,0- Lord , char thi 


and - liyely,,” that: by a/ wiſe| 
precaution: or; fore+ fight, [|| 
may; looke ouecr remporall | 
and fixe ypon erernall things, 
| For thoſe, vſc- my beſt er] 
deuours ;.vpon- the purchact 
of thoſe, ro ſpend my fubſ:! 
tance/, for the:attayning of! 
thoſe, ro fight lawfully in his 
fight, who. , afcer thar good 
combat, , and. conſcruation 
of faith ;; will beſtow / vpoin| 
me that crowne . of juſtice! 
which(che ſfamefaichaſfuring) 
is layd vp forme, and ſuch a 
louc bis coming. + | 


REY 8 


Js 
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—_ 


THE X. MEDITATION. 


of "continuation of the fraites 


and excellencies of 
Faith. 
/: FT. Parnit. 


F * Onlider, as a,chird ex- 
4 cellencic of Faith, that 
«heir are no greater riches, 


*no greater treaſures, noho- 


*nors no ſubſtance: of this 
«yorld greater then che Ca- 
*rholike faith , which ſaucs 
«lannecrsinlightes the blind, 
«cures the infirme, baptiſcrh 


| #theCathecamenes, mſtifies 


«*he fairbfull ; repaires the: 

<penitent , increaſeth+ rhe 

tuft, crownes Martits , Con 
C. ij: 


= - 
©ferueth Virgins , widowey, 


wives in puritie , orders} 


«clarkes, conſecrares Prieſts, 
«*«*Prepars vs to the Kingdome 
«of heauen., and makes vs 


«partake with the Angells in| 


««that etcrnall inheritance. 
AFFECTION and REsorLy, 
Sec then.my ſoule, how when 
we thinke ro. haue left all, we 
poſleſle all. : nay while we 
thinke tro. haue loſt all by 
perſequution we ' inioy:: all 
more: happily, while - out 
Faich , which 1s. the greateſt 


riches, honor , ſubſtance. of | 


this world, is 'not impaired 
bur incteaſed by: it; - They 
may robbe ys of: our riches, 


yet while our: faith is firmiel 
they touch nor: that awram} 


eptimum , which is Charitie ; 


They may. deprine- vs of 


—_—_ 


oa. a "« © was A Saas. cm. -_ 


— 
\ 
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| .wordly. honors, but: not. of 


'| chat-noble title, of being the 


ſons: of God; They may order 
our ſubſtance to new Maſters, 
bur-they cannot-quelle, our 
expeQarion , and hope of. « 
berter. and. permanent. JSubſe 
tance. 

1; Point. Conſider yet 
further: that ir is Chriſtian 
faith. which doth rayſe our 
choughts , and. — ws to 
the. verie- highth or topp of. 
WISDOME'AND 
TRV.TH, the fraition wuheraf 
u na_ather thing , then bleſſed 


| bf: or BEATITVDE wvhich 


& nener found ſauce. ovely. in 
the diſcipline. of our. carblite 
Mother. . 

_ AFFECTION B's 7Þ £50 w 
IK Bearitude- be, that, which 
all men inceſſancly ſecke for, 

GC. v 


Fs 
and not finding can neuy 
reſt; if it can neucr be founl 
faue by the benefit of Faith 
alone; and faith can noe way 
be- procure@'but' by Gods 
free gift. Whar (millions of 
prayſcs doe we. owe: to tha 
infinice Goodnes, who freely 
beſtowed this incomparable 
orcar gift of Fairh ypon vs, 
which inables vs'ro fee all 

od things ? O how many! 


vu many vvonld hane wwis- 


hed t6- hawe ſeene vohat vi 


bane ſcene, and haue wot ſcent 
i, &c: Bencdjicam Domino in 
omni tempore ſemper laws ei 
in ore Me. 

HI. PernT. Confider 
| for the laſt fruite or excel- 
lcncie, that though this Ca- 
tholike faith Eagle-like is 
able to flic right vp and fixe 


-—_ My wi, (a, N wp _ AuXq_-a ww Yy pa. 4 
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thoſe-ſtronge and vndiveled' 

yes of hers vpon the fun tr 
felfe , and! euen- gaze vpor:- 
Maieſtie ; ; withour being op- 
preſſed: by. glorie, yer doth 


«*5bhe graciouſly accommo- 


«dare her felfc ro encry- ca- 


«*acitic', be chey litle , be 
*they great”, be they wetke 
«be they fironge-; She hath: 
«*foode wherwith- to rtourish 
hem; ro faciate'them. 
ArFECTION' and” RESOLY. 


Yes heauenly farher ,becanfe 


ſo it was pleaſing in thy freh 
Theſe Gi Sf Sic! Fo | 
hide from the prudent _ 

wiſc of the would; and haſt 
revealed: them: to the litle-- 
ones, to thoſe litle ones who 
ſecke rhee in ſimplicitie and: 
humilitie of hart;. The wiſeſt 
(if they be wiſe indeed, and. 


GC. vj 
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walke not in wonders aboug 


them ſclues , and ſo'vanish 
in their owne preſumprion) 
muſt be forced: to make their 
reaſan ſtoope-in obedience 
co. Faith , humbly- pronoun- 
cing Credo, I belecue what 
I am not able by witt ro diſ- 
couecr. And. the leaſt and 
fimpleſt. of che children ..of 
God, doth no. leſſe; ddiuine 


faith howexcellent aMiſtriſle 
thou art who in a-moment | 
canlt perſuade:vs more -whol- | 
ſome rruthes, then. all. the; 


Ariſtotles.in an Age. .: 


jg pops han AY arp + _ dn 
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THE XI. MEDITATION: 
- vuy he FF Bide himſelf ite 


dl; ops and vohat motiues 
he. had ' roimbrace 7 SIRI 


IL. Pornrt: 


4 Qniidee a Saint Aus: 
\gultine, that Faith inn 
deed shewes vs faire things; 
and ſuch as are worthy of all 
labourto obreyne them; Yer- 


| hadwe no #Zopear all, wherby 


ye.might be. inabled, as well 
to obreyne them, as to know: 
them , we houl ether not: 
attall, or atleaſt, verie weake- 
ly T__ the things., which: 
by faith we diſcoucr robe ſo-: 


beautifull, His faith was ther-- 


67 
fore accopaigned with hope, 
vvhich is no other thing, then 
that , wvherby a man is encour- 


raged to arrine at that wuhich 


he beleenes. | 
 * Arxgcr. and' RESOLVT. 
Blefled be our good God, 


who doth: not. alone frecly| 


and withour obligation ot 
debr beſtowe a: power vpon: 
vs, by. Faith to ſee all good 
things a- farre off ,, bur by 
Hope makerth chemin a man« 
ner preſent, and as ceytaine 
as though alrcadic poſſeſſed. 


Thou: doſt nor onely gine vs 


a fight', and by rhat - fight 


beger{t ir ys an-apperire of 


a moſt excellent Goop;, but: 


doſt poſſefſe vs alſo with'a 
certaine: expeCttarion, of that: 
furure BEATITVDE-, 
grounded ypon thy grace, 


ac. os. Ok: i: Dd ac 


«ak an 
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2hd our. owne merits by the 
ayde rhere of. | 

FL. Point. Confider with 
the ſame ſainthow our Hope 
is tobe groumded and confir- 
med in vs, and you. will find 


rhatitis ro be done by a good 


conſcience. Let him , faith 
he, vohs bopes for the King- 

dome of heauen , haue 4 good- 
conſcience , and' to haue a good 
en/cience , let him belecne and- 
vuorke. 

+ ArtectrIon' and Rexsory.. 
Ler vs not then, © my ſoule, 
rettrayne- fecure in the cer- 

taine knowledge we have of” 
God by Fairh ; nor in the 
ſtrong confidence we hauc: 
fo: obtayne it by the helpe: 
of Rope; burler vs, furrtier,. 
in good earneſt, putt our 
hand to che worke , leaſt a 


good: Faith br Hope, turne| 


our aduerſaricsand confound 


vs, while we produce no ac- 
tions. propottionable ro the 


infallible light, and.certaine 


expeation which we had, by 


Gods gifts, which were not ty 


be buried. 
ML... Port; Conſider 


whervpon: we_are to fixe our 


Hope, and he will rell ys, 


that it is nor. to be. placed, 


*in preſent things, for they 


*poſt on to. paſſe by; nor in 


©<2duerſitic, a kind of death; 


*<nor in. proſperitie, for has 
«is deceiprfully. fawning; not 


*n the whole carth , fince 
«we ſee thar.is turned. ropſie 
*urucy ,.and 1s in a perpe, 
*ruall agitation; not.in man, 


*<0r conſequently In ones 
"([elte, fince we are. but mens. 
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© here then , Tranſcende 
«chy ſelfe, and put thy ſclfe 
«;n his hands who made 


«thee, 


Anbze:, and Sian. les nos. 
our-hopes are nor fixed, bur 


tolled while: they are placed 
,ypon ſublunarie and. rranſt- 


torie- things , which are ſub- 
ie& to a perpetualt vicifſt- 
rude- and change, and ther- 


fore that which is placed ypon: 
them , muſt needs be fubie& 
to.-the' {ame -» motion and 
alteration. Whereare rhe de- 


lights vpon which yeſterday 
we: placed our Hopes? I fay 
hot-where will they-be when 
the world is; paſt with its 
concupiſcence; but where arc 
they-euen now, one moment 
afrer rhe poſſeſſion ? Where 
are they ? Yeſterday is turned. 
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our of dores by this day pre 

ſent ; this preſenar moment. 
pushed away-by a ſucceedin 


one; and with ir, that is ſnachy © 


from vs wheron our. deare! 
hopes were fixed , wherwiti 


we thoughtto haue fedd, buy - 


indeed famished; our decs 


ued harr.. In thee therfort] * 
.& Lord, from henceforth} "| 


will-I repoſe my whole coti 
dence, and I will nor bt 
confounded: for cuer; Thou 
art that vachangeable Goos, 
which is -aboundanrly ſatis 
faQtorie and yerartſubiek to 
no change. Thou: art th 
; Truch, which can nether de 
-EcLUC nor be decemedy. 


— 


| wayned fromthe loue of this 
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THE XILMEDITATION 


What Chriſtians are to hope 


1 -: for in this voorld. 


T1. Porwr. 


”__ Onſider that if we be 


true Chriſtians indeed, 
*ve.ought to expect for no- | 
*thing1n this world bur pref- 


#ſures and perſequurtions wi- 
*rhourt hope of berterrymes, 
*being aſſured, by the! Gof- 


Fpelt;rhar in rhe latrer dayes. 
*many euils, ſcandaſls, pret- 
"{orces., and iniquiries shall 
abounde. This'is che condi- 
tion of our preſent ſtate and 
vocation, thar therby being 


=> thenrtobe followers of Chriſt 
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world , our hopes might be 
wholy ſett ypon a berter. 

. Ax... and\Res1... W hat! we 
ſufter then, is no ſurpriſe 
made ypon'vs, how{trangh 
ſocucr we tooke vpon, it. It 
1s bur the ignorance, or not 
refleftion:, of what we are, 
or ought to be, which make 
vs impatient of bur preſent 
condition. We are Chriitians, 
.my ſoule , we were admitret 
yporn-no other; condition; 


"If chey perſequured him the 
will perſequute vs roo, The 


ſeruant is not greater thet| 


the Maſter. Truth-deceauel 
'vs not whery he forerold yz, 
and willed vs to remembe! 
that he had: foretold vs ſo; 
chat for his ſake , rhe world 
Should, hate vs , that. for his 


69 
name we 5hould:be lead:be- 


| fore Kings, &c. Nor can he 


deceaue vs when he ſaith. 
Bleſſed be they that ſuffer per- 
ſequation , &c. becauſe! theirs . 
the Kingdome-of Heanuen.' 

II.: Porwr. : Confider that 
if in-che midſt of thes rribu« 
lations and preſſureswe lodge 
ourconfidenceiin thebolome 
of Gods prouidence ,. or in 
uthe wounds of our Sauiours 
«de, not man nor. diuell 
«will be able ro hurt vs; Ne 
«ther-the one; nor the:other 
*doth.. any thing but what 
«God permitts them 3; not 


| *doth he permite them to 


{attempt anything. againſt 
ys but for our aduantage-:; 
-/ArrECTION and REsoL.In 
thee , © Lord, will I hope, 
and I will not be confounded 


— 


70 
for cuer. Iwill logde;, as in 


an impregnable Caſtle ;in| 
the ſacred holes of thy. fide,|* 


there will I repoſe wichoui| 


feare, there-will T ſecurely 
lleepe. If -the, wicked. make 


warre againſt me, in; this [1 


hope. If the flesh makehead 
againſt me, to this will I flic: 
It the Dinell barke and bale 


before my hart, -by theſe] 


holes will I haue recourſe to 


the hart of my Sauiour ; hel 


will be: with vs in the midf 
of our tribulations, becauſe 
we call ypon him , he will de 
liuer vs and olorific VS , IC 

lenish vs with the lengrhof 


dayes , and shew' 'VS his wy 


uation. 
11H. Por. ti hen 
condiddr , and cucn putt 


«downe. and printin a Chrif-|' 


yo I 
«<j49 hart for a: prime and 


<;pfallible- rruch , chat -we 


«Chriftians-were :nor made 


«for:the world;:nor for: the 


««oods of -the ryme- preſent, 
«nor fot that chewirching fe- 
«icitie which 'makes 'men 
«orgett God: bur fora cer- 
*aine happines, which God 
*pramiſeth. for. the - preſent, 
4yt-man 15 not now capable 
%9f-; becauſe of it is faid. 
«Nether eye hath feene &Cc. 

AFFECTION and REsoL. 
Alas no my hart, nether are 


theſe momentarie Goods 


whichwe ſee ourtrue Goods: 
nor theſe euils which we 
ſuffer our euils indeede. 
No: for of theſe goods we 
ſee the wicked moſt plenti- 
fully /poſſeſſed : with theſe 


euils we ſee the inſt moſt 


7% 
powerfully oppeaiied; Our 


Good: indeed::15* the. cheifel 


Good, that onely; wears to 
hope for; thar/ro louealone: 
and our; cuil-roo''is the ſos 


ueraigne euil, 'thar: alone we 


are to feare _ flie.VVhence 


we are warned nt to fea 
them that can onety kill th 
bodie ,:and can reach: #0' fat: 
ther but to feare him ov) 


can caſte both body and ji 
ento cternall "Fre. 
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THE XIII. MEDITAT. 


What motives he tooke to 
confirme Hope. 


4 -Onſider thar. the 61ſt 


_, moriue of -our 'Hope, 
yeacuenthe ſourſe.of -all our 
motiues,1s the infinire 200dnes 


and Charitic of God, wherby 


| hewas:moued ro conuerſe 


*amongſt vs. We ought.nort 
*to'be without Hope , but 
rather to preſume in Chriſt 
with 'a great confidence; 
"becauſe if through charitie 
®he is with vs in earth, by the 
"ſame charitie we are. with 
*tim in heauen., according. 


«God, Therfore he is yet 
«below : we are alrcadie 
*aboue ; He below by the 


*compaſſion of Charitie ; we 


«<1boue by the hope of Cha- 


<<riIe. 

AFFBCTION and RESOLY. 
Had we Chriſtians yerrcaſon 
ro doubtwith Salomon, vvhe: 
ther. Gad. did duwvell among 
men., we might allo tall-inrs: 
that deficiencie -of "Truth; 
that he- vwalkes about tht 
Poles of H eaucn , and con/iaen 
ot our things, : bur being 
aſlured by Faith, thar helef 


heauen. ro take vp his de- 


lights amongſt rhe ſons of 
men , we cannot feare bur he 
is full of goodnes for vs, 
through thar goodnes loues 


7 i & 
«to that of the Apoſtle, You 
<YVife 6 hidden with Chriff mn 


py. 


ys, and for that loues-ſake 
would haue vs to loue him 


againe , and ro be confident . 
in him. I will therfore with 
the holy Parriarche hope ener 


againſthope;and with the good. 


| lob, hope in h1m Thoagh he 


should kill me: becauſe iure T 
am, whar cuer {ſenſe ma 


ſeeme to ſuggeſt , he doth nor 


love and forſate. 

I. Point. Conſider that 
his ſeconde morttue was, not 
that he conuerſed with vs 
onely, but euen became one 
"of vs. What hath: man” ro 
«doe for whom God became 


| *man taking our humane na- 
-'| "ture vpon him f This is my 


whole Hope andentire con- 
«<idence; for by this ſacred 


1*vnon , euery one of ysharh 


"4 Part or portion in Tcfus' 
1) 


- 
«Chriſt, ro-witt flesh :and 
< bloode. 
AFFECTIONS and RxsoL 
Ler vs then ſay .with your 


«holy Father ,.where a part] 


*of me raignes , cheir will] 

*apprehend I raigne ; where 
*my flesh.is olorified: their] 
<Fnow I am olorious Though 
«I ama nnner,.I cannotrh 
©«difidentin this communion 
«of grace; for what my finhs 


*+«prohibire ,, my ſubſtance 


'*©xacts. He cannot forgett 
*man which he-beares. about 

«with him, and: for our lous 
*rooke vpon him. -In him, 
we haue alrcadic aſcended 
the.heauens ; .in him-we are 
' 'ſerr art.the right. hand of hi 
heauecnly tather. .O comfar- 
table , and .admirable , and 


ineffable motive of man 


( 
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 (weere a Sauour! | 


hope , and confidence in fo 


11. Pomr. Conlider that 
his rhird moriue of hope,was, 
not fo much rthar he conuer- 
ſed among vs, or was one [oh 


vs, as that he daigned to dyc 


for our Loue. Ze confident 
thou shalt atrayne to h:s life, of 
gloric, Vvuho haſt hes dearth 'for 


| »jedgr of it. 


AFFECTION and” REgoL. 


_ Lerthenrthe Diuell rage; che 


flesh reuoult ; che world waxe 
madd againſt me. Let me 


-heare nothing from them, 
but vvhere- is novu thy God? 


as though I were quite for- 
ſaken by him: yer wil I live 
and dye in this confidence, 
that ſirnce che aclightes to be 
vvith the ſonnes of man , he 
cannot delight toabandonne 


D 1h. 
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him tothe rage of his enemye 
any further then he ai{couec 
ir for his aduantage. Tha 


—— 


fince for rhe loue of man, hd 


became man , he loucs no 
man fo tirle.as to looſe hin 
Thar finally ſince he dye 
for him, while he was yer 
enemye, he will not now, {1 
he endeuours to be a ſerua 
and a friend, leaue him 
praye to his enemye. 1u h 
fe dormiam & requieſcam..” 
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THE XIV. MEDITAT. 


 fHovu he. behaned him ſelfe in 
Charitie shevving firſt that 
ourthout Charitie all [crates 

- for nothing. 


I. Paint. 


F> Onlider thar though 

' , Faith Shew vs the' good 
things -, which: nether eye 
hath ſcene , nor eare hath 
heard: , &zc. and Fape giues 
vs a comfortable confidence 
that we shall' attayne vnto- 
them ; yet 'shall we neuct 
walke home indeede, vnleſſe- 
"Charitic g:22 vs feete, Thy 
<Chanrie- is thy feere ; with- 
*thart thou art carried;where: 

D' 1. 


' $5 
*fo eucr thou art carried: Thy 
*two feete are the two pre- 
*cepts , of the loue of God 
*and thy netghbour. Run to 
«God with. theſe feere, dray 
*ctofe ro-him: : for he him- 
«*{clfe exhorts-rhee  to- run, 


«1nd tothar end enlightened | 


&rhee with Faith , incourra- 
oed thee by Hope &c. 
AeF.and ResoL.Iplaynce 
Ty ſeewhar euer Faichshewes 
me , and: Hope aflutes ne 
-of,, it is louc alone can make 
me happic. Wirhour thar; like 
the ſicke man of the, paſte, 
I lye vncomforcably-, vapro: 
ficably, Laduance norat- all: 
valefle- thy. loue:make me 
walke I fttrre not. Grant me 


_therfore to lane thee , as much} 


as-I-delire,, and as-much ast 
ought. Ler me be wholy: un 


—_— WA 


ot 
P———_—_ 


7 a , ted 5 = DB =» 1 


or 


flamed 'with the fire of thy 
Charitic , that-I may: loue 


thee with-all my hart , yea 


with rhe-verice marrow of wy 


hart ſtrings; that'thou mailt- 
alwayes, and in all places, be 
in my hart, in my'mourh,and 
before my eyes, till atlength 
I may ſee thee for euer-, 
face ro face, in thy heaucnly 
y10n. | Neg be OA 

TI. Pornr. Confider ttiar 
vithout true Charirie, all our 
workes arc of novalue,ſceme 
they neuer ſo ſpecions in the 


*eye of the: world, Chatine 
| *makes the diſtin&tio berwixr* 
 Urhe ſons of God and the 


'*ons of- the Divcll. -Ler 
«them. figne themſetues with 


he ixne of the Crefſe:- Let 


"*Them- alt anſwere, men: 
*Ler them all finge Alleluya. 
V 


> 
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«hem all enter into 'the 


«Church ; azd build vp. the] 


eralls. of the Church ; 
«Chariric onely are the ſon; 
«v5f God diſcerned from the 
«ſons of the Diuell. * 


AFFECTION and REesor, 


Let vs not deceaue our ſect. 


ves with the faite our-fides 
of things. All chat is without 
loue , 1s withour life, VV he- 
ther we belecue, or we hope, 
what the Catholike Church 
belecuerh and hoperh ; and 
liue within the walls of che 


fame Church-, and with ioy| 
fay Amer to all that is ſaid ro| 


it. Whether we watch, or 
faſt, or preach ot pray, itwill 
not all auayle vs to eternall 
life} vnleſſe all be both com- 


manded and ordered by cha- 


[Letthem all be 6ap:i/ed.Lal 


x 


- titie. Without this oze-mere/*- 
farie thing all the reſt are loſt. 
-Dilieam te Domine fortitudo 
-mea, & refugium meum , & 
liberator mens , Oc. 


HI. PomrT: Conſider that 
as hauing Faith,and HZope,to- 


gether with all the pecrons 
vuorkes imaginable ,, withour 


Charitie wee haue nothing: . 
fo hauing Charirie , we want: 
«nothing. Where Charitie 
*s what can be wanting , ſaith 
«e,and where itis not, what: 
*can'profit vs ?' The Diuell 
©belecues, and yer loues not: 
«hurt none loues bur he be- 
®ecues. Ohe who loues nor; 
*may, though without effect, 
Nope for pardon : but none 
*that- Joues can defpaire. 
"whcte loue is therefor, Faith. 
and--Hope ajfo neceffarily. 

D y 
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*<e. Let vs then keepe this 
«precept of.our Lord.and ler 


«ys butloue one anorher;and]. 


«<&we Shall nor fayle ro per- 
« forme whar. euer he com- 
<mands befids. For. in this w: 
<haue what. cuer-other. thing 
«there 1s. 

Arr. and REsol.. Of God 
how true it was thar Salomon 
ſaid., waen he profeſſed, chat 
cogcrher with. wildome all 

ood things came varto-him: 
pm what is wiſdome ,. but 4 
ſauouric' knowledge, a. true 


relish of: heaucnly things, 


Þg 


which.is nocother thing then 


Charitic? This makes vs be. 


lecue as we ought, hope as 
we ought, worke as we ought. | 


This ts one and all; vpon-the 
purchace of which.if a: man 


imploye all his ſubſtance, he S 


35 
Shall repute ir all; as nothing : 
at all. Vpon this then will | 


ſetrle my waole intentions 


vponhis ſpend all my medi- 


ration,and thoughts, 8&c. 
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THE: XV. MEDITAT: 


EF-H AT CHARITIE IS... 
1; PoINrT;. 


Onſrder: what Charitie 

4 is and you will-receaue 
from Saint Auguſtine, char ir 
<£34aloncofrhecheife Good! 
«yr, Charitic i342 vertue wher- 
*by we delire ro:ſee God" 
*and+ to inioyc- him: 67 yet- 
©more fully., Charitie 15.4 mo< 
*tron-of the loute cd: inioye: 


*God for his owne ſlake,and 
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*ones ſelfe and his neigh. 


ritie is a lone which looks 
onely. ypon God , or for 
God. | 

ArFrtcTION and Reso 
Good God how ſublime and 
noblc-an obie& ! How worthy 
of a mans whole thoughts! 
Nay rather how farre is-it 
aboue man, and who didim 
bolden him to rake ſo high 
a flight? Al! Tewas cucn ki 


which would hauec ic ſo. 0 


«[ ord, what art thou.ro me;| 


*o0r what am TI. ro thee, that 
Ecrthou shouldit commande 


tne to louc thee? Yea andl 


«De angrie; and threaten td 
©<ay huge punishments vpott 


«me if Iloue thenor? Ah! 8 


<;r.not.ofir-ſe}fc agreat, and 


' 
ſame ſouucraigne: Good 
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*euen the worſt of miſcrics,. 


«Ff [| Joue thee nor? 
H. Point. Confider that 


as Faith and Hope are nort- 


fruites of rhis baſe ſoyle , ſo- 


nor -Charitie. as by our en- | 


devours, and \ubſtices we are 
notable to purchace them, {o- 
nor this ; bat #t is ſent dovune 

om heauen as the moſtexcetler 


of Gods ziftis,faith-he , (accor- 


ding to that of che Apoſtle, 


hel - Charitie#s diffuſed in onr harts- 
bythe haly Ghoſtwvhich is ginen: 


o-vs.,) To wayne our harrs 


' from-carth, and carrie them: 


vp ro heaucn with her. 


AxrrFECTION and Rrsorm.. 


O dtuine and-heauenly.Cha- 
ritie! Thy excra&ion-is from. 
Heauen; thy whole :ayme or 
obiet 'is Heauen ; thy whole 
imployment -in carth is. to 


i 


' rayſe our: harts tro Heauen; 


«holy burnt with thy fire 
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and , of earthly, which w 
are, to make vs become hea. 
uenly. O my ſoule letvs not 


loue our ſelues fo litle, al 


not ro imploy our ſelue; 
wholy vpon this ſacred loue, 
«Q loue which alwayes bur 
*<Reſt, and art ncucr Cxrtin. 
«puished., 0 Charitie which 
*art- my-\God+, :Ier me be 


«char I may-loue thee with 
*foule, with all my-ſtrength; 


«with all my aymes and in| 


*rentions, & Cc. L 

HI. Point: Confider 
thar though holy chariric, be 
a. fruite originally of Paradi- 
cc, yet being planced-:in ous 
harts,, by the finger of: the 


haly Ghoſt ,we are co. husbad; 


89 
waters and increaſe it. For, 
«Aairh S. Auguſt. is Charitte- 
<&ntirely perfec& as ſoone as it 
«js prodaced? No, bur it 15 


E*roduced thar it' may ber 


perfected. To witc , being: 
«roduced it is nourished;by 
«nourichmenr ſtrengrhened,. 
«by ſtrength perfeed: 

Axx. and ResoL. O let vs 
carefully watchrhis holy fire, 


that wee may neuer be {o 


ynhappie as haue it dye out 
for want” of the oyle of our 


workes : let all our thoughts 


be imployed vpon the hus- 


bandrie of this feede of Hea- 


uen: let 1c be watered w:th 


the plenrifall teares ofa con- 
trite and humble hare. Deare 
God {mice my hart with the . 


dart of thy loue-, that my: 


loule may ſay to'thee , I- am: 


. ©© 
wounded with rhy charxi 
and our of rhat Louc-ſoe' 
a floode uf reares nu 
ftreame day and night. 


—__J—— 


Wu — —— 


THE XV:. MEDiTAT, 


Hovu Charice # tncreaſed. 
1 PoinpF, 


Onſider how admirabl 

Charities commerce 1 
which quire contrarie - tt 
wordly riches, increaſerh 
being imparted , and beſts- 
wed vpon our neighbour, 
Beſtowe your charitie bout: 
tifully and it increafeth abun 
dantly. communicate notrhs 
facred fire to your neighbour, 
andir decreaſes; languisheth, 
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I 
- and dycth our. Money ,/azr' 


&<e , and Charitie are not 
*beſtowed alike : thar by: 
tbeing beſtowed is diminis- 
*hed; this, is increaſed. Yea 


**more, it- increaſeth in his 


*hands who renders it, and 
*y how much more amply 
«he repays it, by ſo much 
*more plentifully he reray- 


Unes it. It 1increaſcrh in his. 


«hands. 

AFFECTION and ResoL. 
Obleſledrradinge !cafic;and 
wishfull and gaynefull traf- 
fike ! By giuing away apace,, 
mbſeodil waxe rich.By en- 
devouring ro make orhers 
happie , we fayle not our 
ſelues ro become happie- 


indeed. We will rherfor di- 


tate the bowells of charitte,_ 


and ſtrize ro doe good ro all. 


92 Ithat 
One we will helpe wit 
counſell, another with con © | 
fort; or what other wayes ml wh 
may be able ro aſhliſte hinr un} þy 

I. Point. Confider half ys 
exceeding cafie , our gool th, 
. God hach made the increalf jn' 
of-charitie: Ic is nor neceſli þy 
-rie that we haue ether a greaj þ] 
. power, a great-purſe , or vi qc 
any. great thduſtrie. For if cc 
there any thing more comon| | 
. or: more within evcrie man} | 
| power then a cupp of cold} 
water? give thar onely for «| 
Gods ſake, and: charitic i «| 
increaſed, and a reward-is p 
- promiſed; Who, faith he, i 
able to bring any- excuſe”, ſth} 
| God promiſeth a revvard; ene | 
for a cupp of cold wuater. And] | 
. againe ,./uch is the nature if] . 
holy: lone and true charitis,| 


] 


f who, while we-haue nothing 
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that by imparting it increaſeth, 


AtFECTION, and ResSoL. 
0 God how good thou arr, 


oO 


bur by thy free gift, enables 


| vs -by :rhe oo00d vic of what 


thou haſt: formely-giucn , tO 
increaſe holy loue, and ther- 


"by . draw a number. of ncw 
bliſings ypon vs. Ther 3s 


nothing lefſe then a cupp of 
cold-watcr, nothing greater 
chen loue:;z and yertcucn=by 
that, this 1s increaſed. 


HH. Pomrt.-Confiderftur- 


ther with your holy facher, 


that it is not onely; by your 
purſe, power , or by the gifr 
of a-cupp of cold-water, that 
charitie is increaſed, bur cuen - 
by a -$ood logoke ,, a «good 
wiche, a myld anſwere. 
*-Deſpiſe .no ſuppliant., if. 
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* thou beeſt able to giue, 

*cjue. If nor, shewthy affa. 
«<b1litie. God crownes ou 
*co0d wishes, where he finds 


Kno wealth. Let none thet- 


«fore fay , I had nor wher- 


<withall, charitic comes not 
«out of our coffers onely. He 
«who hath a hart full of 


<«charitic 
«ro g1UC. 


, ncuer wants what 


AFFECTION and Resoil 
'O dearc God how exceeding} 
eae thou haſt made thil FP 
Queene of vertues, whichis|| 
indeed alone betrer then all. 


the reſt rogerher ! Let ys 


NnEeucr be "by Wanring Co aut 
ſelues, as to ſend any away” 


without an Almes , ſince 4 


oo0d word, alooke, a wishe 
is able ro doe it, and by ſo 
_ doing our loue is increaſed, 


1s 
'g 


Vs 


BY 
I:nd our ticle to the King- 
dome of heauen inlarged. 


'Y 
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THE XVII MED TAT. .. 


THE -EXCELLENCIES 
of Charitie. 


T. Poinxr. 


I( \Onſider wich him , that 


I\_,there is morhing better, 
Wl more pretious , more profitable, 
1s. 
Ws 


mare- lightſame', more ſtronge, 
more ſecare then charitie. 
ArrgcTION: and REesSOL. 


'Whar is it we looke for ? or 
4vherher is it, that with paynes 


verun'to ſecke it ? Nothing 


|can poſſibly be found berrer 


{then che beſt, nor morepre-. 


tious, then what is moſt pre- 


| 96 
*L16Us ,:&c. and all that, 
;wmay poſleſle in charities 
lone. Nothing can bertereh 


lighten our blindnes , ſtreng , 


then our-weaknes ,zor ſecuy 
vs againſt the manifold dan 


gcrs of this malignant world, 

II. IT oixT.:Conlider tha 
Charirie polleſſcth vs of the 
.preſence and fight of God 
ſo that we need not run ol 
iQto: the 'ſtrceres to. loo 
whom our:hart loueth , {inc 
"the eyes of Faith diſcou 
Calrcadic in our owne hat 
*<whom we loue. Vhy dot 
«ye ſcnd him who hath chy 
<ritie.a farr-of ro ſee God 
<Let him obſcrue his ownt 
*confſcience, and: there ht 


<«{ces -God : for if-Charitic 


<«</nhabires there, there m 


<inhabits God, Would wt 
| happily 


- 
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w *happily ſee him in heaven? 


«Lers haue charitie, -and/he 
«<51n-our harr as .in Heauen: 
» AFFECTION and - REsOL. 
O the bliſſe , and gloric, and 
Maiceſtie of a louing hart: © 
humane! hart:, not {o' much 
now a hatt., as a-Heauen-or 
Paradice, {tnce thou artmade 
a Manſion. for the. God of 
glorie, Doe not, do& not my 
hatr gadd abrade., and-by a 
degencrous conuerſation for- 
gettwithwhoſe preſenceithot 
arc honored , thou haſt by 
loue gott Dems taus & 0m 
214, Contemne for his loue 
all other thinges ſaying. Di- 
lettas mens mihi & egoilli. 
JII. Point. Conſider , 


| Exhether a greater commen= 


*dations could be purt ypon 
*Chatitic then by ſaying God 
E 
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«js Charitie. A short prayſe 
*<and yeta great prayſe.Shor 
©in ſpeech , great in vnder: 
«ſtanding. Yes, iris quickl 
«{aid, God 1s charitie 5 but 
go00d God;wherher are out 
thoughres-' carried by that 
word? God is Charitie?By pok 
ſeſſing Charitie then wee pol, 
ſeſſe& 
things, therfore by poſleſling 
Charicie, we-poſleſle all tha 
cood is in 'Heanen and-in 
Earth. | 
AFFECTION | and Resot, 
O $horrt and grear commen- 
dation indeed, fith fo grear,s 
nothing'can be added. Since 
greater or betrer then God 
nothing can be imagined. by 
menor Angells. Noris ita hu 
mane perſuaſion we hauefot 
it, bur an afſuranee of faith 


od,bur'God js all goo 
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THE XVIII. MEDITAT. 
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that God is Charitie, and wha 


remaynes iz Charitie Yemaynes 


46 God,and God ia him. O my 
foule what an honor and com - 
fort is this amidſt all the ca- 


lamnies and affli&tions. of rhe 


world, that by loue thou art 
| gable ro become Gods Man= 


fron, and he thy ne! And if thy 


beloued be rthyne ,'and thou 


his, what can be wanting to'a 


| well borne hart? 


_—_—_—_————. 


Acontinuation of the excellen- 
ces of Charitie. 

«<F"'? Onſider that Charities 

| ©:lonc'is not vexed at 


E jj 


OO 
*2anothers felicitie , 'becavſ 
«che knowes no emulation, 
*Shealone is not tranſported 
with her owne felicitie, be: 
«cauſe She {wells not with 
«rride.She onely is not ſtung 
«Gwith a bad conſcience; be 
*cauſe she wrongs no body, 
« Amidſt contumelies she x 
*ſecure : amongſt hatred; 
«friendly : amongſt braule 


&pleaſant :. amidit deccipy,| 


<nnocent : lamenting a 
«jniquities ., and reſuming 
<harr vpon the diſcouerie « 
«Trurh. 


 AxxEcrtron.and REsoLivt 
Who is then ſo happie as one 
inioying Charirie? Whar hath 


the world which can giue of 


ſolide and ſure a content? Ye! 
what hath it chat is nor brim- 


me full of diſcontent? VWher 


iſe 


lo 


OT 
15-the charitable man; meers 
with no vexation:, no: emula- 
tion, no ſwelling; bur contra= 
rily ,10v.,, peace”, Parience vn- 
derche cheloir 5fa good:conf- 
cience, are thar happie mans 
chare. O divine Charitie how 
thou filleſt che harrs which 
thou doft poſſefle , with de- 
lighr,ſweernes anditranquili» 
tie! Ah they ſeeme cuen to 


| enter: inro- the. ioy of their 


Lord: 

-1L Poixnr. Conſider: aan 
(fr is Charitie which: makes' 
all che good Angells,and all 
«Gods ſeruants compagnions 
<©hthe bonde of ſanQirie,and 
'4t.10ynes vs and-them toge= 


*rheramonglit our felues,and 


fſubje&s vs tochim.. bs 
- AFFECTION. and REesoLv* 
See how: it. leagues heauen 


E- 1) 
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and earthrogerther, and putt 
vs in mynd what title we haue 
co it, makes Angellsand me 


fellow ſeruants, and euen inal 


manner equalt in honor, and 


chaynes rhem togerher in lin| 
kes of holy loue,which is true 
ſanCtirie,o wishfull and dear 


bonds! See what a ſweete or 
der it eſtablisheth betwix 
man and man making each 
one loue and honor, and de 
ferre toan other, without fos 
getting their due ſubieQion 
ro God, to whom incompari- 
bly aboue all, loue honor and 
loric is due. 


HI. PorinT. Confidet 


vuhat 4 huge great good, Chi 


ritie s , wuhich Uvithout On 
labour , makes wohat t good itt 
others our evune. Hence it wa 


that. che Plalmiſt holily glo 


103: 

tl ries, thathe is made partaker 
ve} of all that loue God, and 
al keepe; his commandements. 
il ArrEDTION and RESOLV. 
do} Ah my ſoule if thou haſt but 
nf charitie, .alls rhyne , owne. 
x There is no goodworke done 
x in heaucor in earth bur thou 
pj- haſtashare of ir. Heauchand 
of earth makes: bur' one grear 
kj Chriſtia comonwealth,wher- 
| of Charitic is. the. Queene, 
+ andlodgeth in thy hart Whac 
jj <ver prayers,faſtings, auſteri- 
| ries, almes-deedsſufferances 
i} are exerciſed within the com- 
paſe of che Catholike Church 
are partly thyne, while thou 
| arrrootedin Charitie. 

| 


| E 11; 
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THE XIX. MEDITAT.| 


oF SOME MOTIPFESs 
of the loue of God. 


I Fornr. fi 
FD Onſfider thar S. Aug 


A  ſtins firſt moriue of rhe 
lone of God was that he firlt 


*loued him. Fheloue wherby | 


«God loues vs cannot be 
*comprehended nor chan 


«oed , for he loued vs na 


*0nely ſince the tyme we 
«were reconciled to: him by 
«the blood-of his' ſon, but 
«he euen loued vs before the 

world was made, that we 
_ Erggerher with his onely be 


*o0Bten fon , might. be his 


hg CE _—— LN TS w_- ce CW og 


To 


«ſons, before we were yet any” - 


«hing-at all. 


|: ArrECT. and RESOLVT:. 


While I yet was nor, and ſs 
was nothing ,, my infinitly 


good God: had: thoughts of. 


. a 
oodnes for me, to-ray{e me 


out of that abiſle of nothing; 
and make me thatſomething 


whichnowT am; being made, 


he fell in loue with his owne 


yorke', meerely out of the 


abundance ofhis owne good- 
nes,without anyneedehe had 


of it-at all; and made vs ſons, 
fons-andheirs of the heauen- 
ly Kingdome we had no title 
roo: Ah nay foule, if we will 
not begin to loue, ar leaſt 
bein g thus graciouflypreuen- 


ted, ler vs nat ſticke to.pay: 
loue for loue. The harr is roo. 


bard, which, ( though ir will 
E. v. 


_— 
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not freely giue ) will not g 
jeaſt render whar it owes! 


IE. Point. Conſider tha 


his ſecond moriue was .theaf 


ceſfive greatnes of Gods loy 
to vs, ſuch as we were , whid 
«yent ſo farre that he ſpare 


*notthis owne onely ſon buf / 
«qelinered him to dearh,and}. 
«rhe death:of the Crofle fat . 


«all of vs, vs:, who: whet 
«wicked finners. Remembd 
*how much he loued ,: thaf 
«we may nor deſpaire;whom 
*or whatkind of crearures h 


©<loued., that we waxe nol - 


proude. A ſon fora feruan; 
an that a moſt wacked one: 
deliuered vp to dearh., and 
thata moft ignominious one! 

AFFECTION: and REsorv. 
O God I cannot looke vpoi 
that grearprice, that infinitl 
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q great price , the pretious 
| blood of a ſon ſpent for the 
| redemption of a ſeruant; but 
M of a ſon , who was a firſt be- 
W gotten, an onely begotten, 
dl and an: onely beloued one, ' 
« one to thyne owne hart, in. 
w whom chou wertintirely plea« 
fed, one, ina word, in euery 
q thing equall to thy felfe. I 
= cannot, I ſay, looke yponir, 
of but with much loue and can- 
a fdence : Nor can I refle&. 
nj ypon the ſeruanr ,. the poore 
i miſerable and ſinfull ſeruant. 
af -ypon which it was ſpent, but 
tf with much confuſion. O God 
: 
[ 
| 


4 what is marrchatthou should{t 
fo putt thy hart: vpon him: 
| but 0 man what is God to. 
4 thee?And yer thy harr departs. 
if ſo eaſily from him? 
| II. Point. Confiderthar. 

E vj 
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his third mortiue was nor thi #he 
he loued' vs firſt, and'moſt}h 
eue prepared no other rewat 
For our loue: then , himſe 
«Whar then , /a#th he, $ha 
«gur worshipe of God ha 
*noe reward? Ahyes,burn 
*Egther: them: the verie:: Golf hi 
<«himſelfe whom we worship 
<««Secke nothing of him ,w} 
tthour him, he: himſelfe n | 
<futfhce thee: I 
| AFFECTION' and Rab 
"Ah rthattharr 1sconuinced 
be' intolerably greedie an 
'vnſatiable, whom God ſufh 
ccth not: At leaſt Auguſtin 
noble harr finds all: plentig 
'meere wantto him , which's 
not his verie God : And rhesh 1 
fore: he petitions for nothing 
els. Render me thy ſelfe * oil 
me thy felfe - for thee 1 YT 
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thilzhee I /ceke, thee 1 hope for ; 40 
"buf thee hath my bart ſaid, 1 hane 
f ought thy countenance 9 Lord! 
Andtherfore, what ever my 
haf Lord God is diſpoſed to 
{ beſtowe 08 me, lec him take tt 
al away, and letrhim gige me 

of himſelfe. . 


q— 


THE XX. MEDITAT. . 


In vuhat manyer and meaſure 
God ts to be loned. 


F  Onfider that the beſt, 
manner of louing God, 

j 15 tolouc him chaſtly, thar is, 
with puricie of intention;with 
.x5 litle of our owne reſpe&s 
and intereſt as may be , but 


TIO 
becauſe heis God, thar is;inÞis 
Afinitliegood, or infinite goolpov 
«nes, Let vs loue him fo full 
<«thatwelouc no other thin{nin 
«beſides himſelfe. 1, thaty cm! 
*may be made -worchy' o pec 
<his heauenly imbracemeyt fon 
«let vs diſcharge OUL ſets rol 
*0f the care of all earthh for: 
«things , andlers adheare his 
«1m alone gratis. :77þthe 
 AFYECT10N and Reso1 abl 
'Too litle the :loues thee 
Lord, who loues any thing the 
beſids thee , yea cuen will Go 
thee, which he 'Ioues not faf V5; 
thee : for alas the innocen fur 
lambe who was flaughrerd lou 
for vs, is worthy to receaut} Ou 
glorie, and honor, and-benef le 
diction :'not that; in refpei}”* 
of his goodygifts.onely., bu ae 
.-eucn becaufe in hinfelfe: lx} #4 


IT 
"Fis infinitly wiſe ,, infinicly 
{powerfull , infinicly beauti- 
{ full, infinitly good, contay- 
wining in him ſelfe , ina.moſh 
eminent manner; all the re(- 
pets of good by-which area> 
«Honable man can be drawen 
«&roloue. Letvs loue him/thers 
h fore, let vs louchimeuen for 
| his ſelfe ſake, and for no 0- 
"ther reaſon, as farreaswe are 
;4.able. | | 
i IT. Point. Conſider that 

the beſt meaſure of louing 
if God,is, ro1mitare his loue tg 
ix v5,and loue him without mea- 
i{fure : for ſich the obiect of our 
if loue is 1nfinftte;,” chould not 
x our loue alſo, if ir were-poſh- 
þ ble, be infinite ? Thos art im- 
af-menſe, 0 Lord , and vvuithout 
xd meaſure ought thou to be loued 


þ 2 prayſed by "thoſe wuhom 


—_ 
thow haſt redeemed wuith thyy 
ovvne pretions blood. 


AFFECTION and Resoin| 
Come lers loue him, lecs jou. 


him, he deſerues all -loue, ya 
more then all ; for he hat 


loued vs to make vs, he hail 


Toued vs being made:: he hath 
loued vs firſt and moit : he 
loued vs ſo farreas to giue hi 


ſon, andro be readic ro. giu 


himſelfe, if we loue againe 
Ah: ler vs 'blush and be ashs 
med, if after all rhis, we find 
our ſelues ſlowe to loue, 
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MEDITATIONS 
FOR SEAVEN 
"D&YE 5 


TO-BE VSED BY THE. 


| Canoneſles Reovoulars of. 
the Order of Sainte Au- 
guſtine, inthe Monaſterie 


of STON. 
Eftablished at Paris. A, 1634. 


| Az well before their clothings and 
Profeſſions os otherwiſe. 


] od leade her into the voilderneſſe: 
and 1 will ſpeake to her harte, - 
Olee 2. 


AT PARES:. 
By GABRIEL Tars az: 


M. DC. LXY.. 


1g 


| 266562100 TASK 
Tous 


PP PPEDD 


THE. FIRST: 


MEDIT ATION 
FOR THE FIRST 
DAY. 

The prepararorie prayer $hall be 


'the Hymne Yeni Creator. with the | 
prayer Deus quicorda, 


et oce——_. 
—— —— 


OE Cn 


_ Tus FirsT Pointe. 


Of Gods Benefits to man in hu 
Creation. z 


>2z&S> Ovnrser that God 

p OMA f RES: - £6 | 

le who is infinicly gre-. 

SS>7TF at, and 'infinirly , 
© ©anderernally happyr 

in-himſelfe:; ſceinge thinges 
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whicliare not ,as thingesthat 


are, out of his mcere Good-| 


neſſe, without any neede of 
vs, beinge neither. preuented 
by any merits of ours, norſ 
prouoked by-hopes of retuy 


nes, rayſ{ed vs outof nothinge] 


ro his owne likeneſ[e; preſen- 
red ys with the whole world; 
made ys abſolute-Lords ouer 
it, and" ouer all*the-grear a- 
rierie of thinges compriſedin 
it, for our vſe. Finally heen-| 
dowed vs with a reaſonable 
ſonle ; capable of himfelfe, 
to. enioy. him for cuer.. 
AFFECTION. Where were 
wee , where were wee ( ſoc 
longe;,or ſoe longe agoe) my 
ſoule?' where were-wee , and 
all. that wee- glory-in , while 
wee: yet were not ?:Ah while 
wee slept.in.our nothinge,he 


_— 


—_ | ar cans. — 
. 


7 


who watches ouer Iſraelslepr- 
not,: Bat. lowed us wuith a per- 
| _ lone. he made a world 


or vs ;_ not. vs for the. world: 
he made vs Lords ouerir, not 
ſlaues.to-it., He gaue vs all 


- thingos-ta- vie, not.to:inioy:; 


to ſolace our pilgrimage, nor 
ro ſtay-vs from our, contry. 
Heaueh;my-ſoule, is our.con- 
try : the. Kinge of Heauen. 


our:polſeſhon, which we are 


 made-ro- inioy.. Be. it. farre 


from-vs to loue the benefits, 
more:then the bountiful be- - 


nefattor-:;or-to glory in.our 


ſelues ; or-any. thinge 3 while 


we and. they are. Equally his: 
free gifts ;. 


118- 
Tur SECcCoONDE Pornimy 
of mans regeneration. 


Conſider thar though the 


benefit of creation be greaj 
yetthar of regeneration far} 


exceeds it , whereby we att 
borne to a new and betr 


life; life eucrlaſtinge.By that 
we were made , and calle 
men : by this, wee were mad: 


_ andcalled by Chriſt his own} 


name, Chriſtians, or mend 


Chriſt, By that , he gaue vl 


power to liue and raigne out 
all the crearures : by this; to 
be little lefle then the An 


gells , yea to be like to ol 
creator in iuſtice, and fandi} 


ty. Wewere borne dead, but 
by pure grace ,we wcre reut 


-Hi9 
ned in bapriſme, made do- 
meſtikes' of; his houſe the 
Catholike Church,ſtrengthe- 
ned: by confirmation, fedd 
and fatned by his holy word, 
and. eaen his owne pretious 
body and bloud,, Whereby 


| wee are not. onely called his 


fruants , but are indeedehis 
freinds, nor his freinds onely, 
but his ſonns, nor. his ſonns 
alone but his ſpoutes, 

. AxggctioN. If all, my 


ſoule, thar we are, be due to 
| God for our creation, by 
which: we are all, thac wee 
either are, or hauec in the or- 
.der of nature , what will be 


due for our better becinge 


| dy our regeneration , which 
makes vs citizens of the 


Saintes, and Gods owne do- 


| meſtikes, his friends hisſonns, 
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his ſpouſes ? O what hart | 


ablc to conceaue the hight 
of the dignity , to be made 
by grace, of ſonns of th: 


earth, the ſonns & God: ofl 


diſloyall ſubieAs, We ſpouſe 
of Chriſt ? and:yer, my ſoule, 
ſuch wee are which was not 
oranted to all; ſuch wee arc 
by his free goodnefle , and 
mercy. If therefore, all rhat 
wee haue inthe order of nx 
ture , or grace, we had ab: 
ſolutly , from his free gift, 
let all be employed , and 
hartily referred, to - his-h& 
nour, . 7 


ya. 
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THE I!. MEDITATION 
FOR THE SAME DAY. 


| Of the obReations wohich VUEe 


ract in Baptiſme. 
cont Bapriſm 
Tarr rixsT Pointe. 


"? Onſider that as the be- 
\_, ncfire of regeneration 
in Baptiſme is a benefite op 
preference ,.and of ſingula _ 
excellencic, ſince of ſlaues of 
the Diuell,.ir.renders vs chil- 
deren of God, and reintirtles 
vsroour right inthe Kingdo- 
me of Heauen : ſo it bringes 
vith it greate obligations to 
which weareall indiſpenſably 
ſubiect, We ſolemnely pro-. 
meſſed therin, in the face of 
the Church. Firſt ro renounce 
| F 
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the diuell and all his pompes, 
wiles, andalluremenres(wher- 
by he endeuours inceſlantly 
to worke our cternall ruinc,) 


T hat is, to dereſt andflye the | 
concupiſcence of the flesh; | 


the cocupiſcence of the cyes; 
and pride of life which are the 
Diuclls baires , wher- in he 


1nſnares thewholeworld, and }- 


inflaues itto his accurſed do- 
minion. 

Theſe renounciations , 6 
my ſoule , are the promeſſes 
we ſolemnely made in our 
Bapriſme. Theſe are the chril- 
tian duties to whichwe are all 
abſolutly oblidged;be we re- 


hgious perſons,or bewe ſecu-| 


Tar : according to theſe ye 
shall be 1udged ar the laſt day, 
Ic highly behoues vs then, to 
tun ouer our life paſt in the 


i 
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þ bitterneffe of our harts, and 


obſerue whether our holy 
rofeſlions haue bene ſecon- 
ded by anſwerable praQtiſes: 


and wherher due performan- 


. ces followed our ſolemne pro. 


miſes. Haue we indeede , my 
foule, renounced the Diuell 
and all his pompes? Or rather, 


' have we nor left Chriſt, and 


followed his wicked allure- 
ments 2 Vpon what follies 
haue we nor feaſted our eyes? 
To what highth hath nor our 
thoughres aſpired 2 Of what 
impurities, and diſloyalries, 
haue not our hartes, at leaſt, 
bene brimme full. 0b/erueand 
lamentour miſeries, 


124. | 
Tae II. PornTs. 
Of the ſecondeobligation wohith 


vue contractein Bapti/me. 


Conkder thar the ſecond: 
obligation which-we corradt 
in Baprtiſme, is, to. be liſted 
among the ſoldiers of Ieſus 
Chriſt,co fight vnderthe bay- 
ner of.the Crofle,and openly 
to profeſſe his lawe. Tha 
Swecte lawe of loue which 


conteynesall-Chriſtian duric| 


the loue of God incompars 
bly aboue all other thinge 
as being infinitly louelie, and 
compriſinge .in himſelfe all 
the motiues .and obligations 


of loue: and the loue of ou 


neighbour as our ſelues; chat 
1s,in order to God, in God, 
and for God. All the loue we 
can afford to the reſt of the 


” «7 ny mp _-.R fwwotwny fg Mo two @, uo a= mh. 
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creatures, is bur onely for ſo- 
laces to our neceſlities and 
poucrties :-as prouifions for 
the way of our pilgrimage : tO 
be vicd*, nor to'be inioyed, 
not' to have our hares fixed 
vpon,whicharc wholic due to 


God and our neighbour. 


ArrgECTION and Resort. 
Ah, my ſoule; had we bene to 
hauc' made” choyce of what 
lawe we our ſelues had moſt 


defired (not to haue recejued 


it from the hand 'of our al- 
mightie maker, who had full 
power to impoſe what lawe he 
pleaſed ypon rhe workes of 
his hands ) what other lawe 
vould we haue wished, bur 
that which we haue ? A lawe 
by which we arc not permit- 


ted onely, but euen comman- 
dd, ro loue our Kinge, the 


-: F th 
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Kinge of Kinges the Kinge! 
of glorie. What more hong- 


rable ? To loue him wholy, 


from whoſe loue and bountie 


we haue all that we have| 


What more reaſonable ? Ty 
loue him from whoſe libery 
litte we expect all that we ya 
want ; the poſſeſſion of hi 
heauenly Kingdome ; the 
inioyment of himſelfe foral 
ertcrnitie. VV har more profitz 


ble?Aud as to the other part| 


of the lawe, what poore liue 
Should we not leade;nay wha 
dearhes, and Hells should yt 
not ſuffer, did we inlicudt 
loue to our neighbour, afford 


him onely negle&,ſcorne,and 
hatred. Ler me loue thet| 


then, G6 my deare Lord , and 


my neighbour in thee, and 


for thee, for cucr. 


| 


, 
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THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


FOR THE SECONDE DAY. - 


of the third obligation contrac= 
zed in Baptiſme. 


Tax rirsT Pointe. 


\ Onſider thar the third 
obligation that we con- 
cratted in Bapriſme , was, that 
weare bound ro lijue the life 
of Chriſt : according to thar 
of S.Paule: 7 live, not nouy 
I, but Teſs Chriſt lines in me: 
for wve are buried togeither 
with him by Baptiſme : and 
ought alſo ro ryſe with him, 
and walke after him, in new- 
neſſe of life : becauſe he lefr 
vsanexample, and his will is, 
that we Should. followe his 
F . it, 


t8 


fooſtepps : that is that we 


Should walke in the lowlie 
pathes of humilirie, pouerrie, 
and abieCtion, as he did from 
his veric firſt ſteppe 1nto this 
world in labours, hunger and 
chirſt from his youth : in ſuf- 


fcring reproches, contame- 


lies,and outragious conteprs, 
all his life longe : in bei 
abandonned ar his death by 
his Apoſtles, and cuen by his 
heavenly Father :--zy Grd, 


God, wuhy hate thou forſaken | 


ae? 

AFFECTION: and: ResoL, 
The life of Chriſt, my ſoule; 
15 our paterne ; the imitation 
of ir, is our obligation ; and 
the liuely expreſſion of it is 


our perfection. Ler vs ſecke 


noe other , nor other way; 


my = © ©» tw, 7 oy Py 


then by humbly following his 


. Ro @ © 
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fooreſtepps.. To rhathe calls, 
ys: learne of me vuho am mylde 
andhumble in harte:not to high 
ſpeculations , with are more 
apr to fill-vs with vanitie,, 
then feede vs with ſolide 
foode. Caluarie was lefr vs for 
the imitarion of his vercues, 
Thabor onely to admire his- 


| Maicſtie : He is our Alpþa,. 


and Omcea our begining and- 
oar end: Ler all our applica- 
tions be ro him, and our de- 


_ pendencesof him. Lerall'our 


conuerſations be with him: 
our deſires followe him; our 
diſcourſes of him ; our con- 
tinuall cryes to him.. O my 
deareſt - Lord and” ſaviour, 
thou , my. loue; thou; my life. 
Ler this couenant be: made 
berwixt vs. Ler me wholy 
dye to' my ſelfe , that thou 
Ev 


I30 | 

zſone mayſt liue in me: Let 
my paſhons be wholy filen- 
 ced ; that thou alone mayſt 
be heard in me. Ler all my 
ſollicitous cares , which are 
fruicleſle without thee,wholy 
ceaſc, that thou onely mayſt 
worke in me. 


Taz II. PoINTE. 


Conſider that notwithſtan- 
ding all thoſe former bene- 
firs, and obligarios contratted 
therby , we haue bene ſo vn- 
orarfull , and negleafull of 
our owne good , as litle to 
mynde them. Nay like true 
Prodigalls we haue diſlipared 
and ſpent, all choſe gracious, 
and Godlike tal ents,and for- 


getting our promeſles and | * 


_ obligarions,we haue returned 


backe inco the ſlauerie of the ! | 


Br 
Diuell. Andhereit was indee- 
de that our good God magni- 
fied his mercycs towards vs. 
We run from him into a fo- 
raigne land,and he leaucs the 
ninetie nine toſeeke vs. Wee 
ſtrike ac him by finne , and 
even crucify himagaine,and 


_ heſupportes vs with patienco. 


We ſteppe downe ' to: hell, 
and. he brings vs backe. He 
frequently -knockes at our 
harrs, by his holy word prea- 
ched ro our cares; by hrs in- 
rernalt voyce- incylcated to: 
our hartes; by wholfome tri- 
bulations mulrciplyed vppon 
vs, and breakes through our 
deafneſl. And hauinge: him- 
felfe wrought all this; in; vs, 
hecrownes his owne:mercyes 
dytakeinge vs againe inn his. 
familiarity. ? and: he, and all 

V} 


732 


-his courte rcioyceth at ou 


conucrſion. 

AFFECTION: and. Regor. 
© thou God of mercy / to 
what a length haſt thou ex-+ 
tended thy- patience with me? 
It was I,that ran from thee in- 


roa Land of diſproportion I, | 
thar forſooke thee the foun- 
raine-of lincinge water, and. 


made ro: my ſelfe ciſterncs, 


broken cifterns which could: 
hold noe water: I, that turned 
the vic of chyne-owne giftcs- 
ro abuſe, by loucinge them 
more thenthy ſ(celfe(inſuchor 
fuchan occaſion) I char ſtepr 
downe into Hell (art ſuch or 
ſucha time; ſoe, or ſoe often} 


and: thou-the while ceaſedſt 

' not torredouble thy. cryes: 

Why wvilt thou perizh 5: thos 

houſe of 1ſraell ; Why dofirhon 
ry 
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live vanity , and ſeeke a: ye?” 
luſe thy chaynes from thy necke - 
| 6 thou captine daughter of Sion. 
Acleaſtafter all thy diſloyal-- 
tyes , call mee but Father. Ah, 
my ſoule,be noe longer deafe - 
to all rheſe gracious inuita-- 

| 270ns : bur run, though alas 
bur roo lare; rothar Farher of 
mercyes, and ſay, with a con+ 
rite and humbled:hart: Fa- 
ther 1 hane offended” again 
heawen, & 4 wi" 3 7 6.4 
ne longer wvorthy to be called 

| thy Some : deale with mee 
onely 2s with one of the hy- 
relings of thy-houſe. | 


_ 


CE xy 
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THE 11. MEDITATION 
FOR THE SECONDE DAY. 


The greewouſneſſe of ſinne, 


Taz rixsT Pointe. 


Onſider what finne. is, 
and your holy father $, 
Auguſtinewill ceacheyou thag 
itisnoeſ{ubſtance ar all,but a 


miſerable and accurſed xo. 


thing. Yertſuch anorhingeir 
ts,that man becomes nothing 
therby( »44il fiuntbomines cum 


percant) yea worle then no 
thing , fince it 1s the verie | 


death of the ſoule ( peccatum 
mors effanime.) Ortakeit 
from him . with the whole 
Catholike Church, in more 


ample. and exprefliue rear- | 


mes. $ineraVvvorda thourht, 


35 

4 deede 4g4infithe eternalllavy, 
or prime reaſon, which is God 
himfelfe. What doe wethen,. 
when we ſinne , bur ſpeake, 
chinke or doe, againſt Gods 
cternall Lawe, or God him- 
ſclfe? 

AFFECTION and Resor. 
Ah my ſoule, my ſoule, it is 
too hard for thee to kicke a» 
' gainlt che pricke ; which by 
| how much more we aſlaulr irs 
byſo much more we are woun. 
| | ded by ir. Ir is againſt God 
_ | himſelfethar ſinneryſcth vps 
| againſt rhar grear , dreadfull 
| all-mighcie, reuengfull God, 
whom were itin its power, it 
yould deſtroye : fince the fin- 
'ner as ſuch, would neither 
haue God wiſe to know, nor 
| luſt and powerfull ro punish 
bs iniquitie, Alas, what ads 
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uantage can wormes, and pif. 


mires exped by wraſling with 
Elephanes ? Our ſtrengrh is 


likero a ſpiders webbe ; hoy 


dare we then ſtrugle withom: 
mporencic whoſe will none 


reſiſtes ? In wraſling we shafl 

onely- meete with our owne 

ruine. 1 diſputing neuer find. 

repoſe,nor be able 10 anſover on 
fora thouſand:tor,to conclude 

with S$.Paule, o-man ovho art | 


thou that doff anſuver God?” 
THe I: Por NTE-. 


of the lamentable- effects of. 
fanne.. 


Codtfider what grieuous do: 
mages the poore ſoulerecei- 
ves by mortall Sinne. Ir de- 
priues'of grace & baniisherh 


Q VP ww zE£ £ Fa - =» - = - 


the holyghoft out of the hart | 
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hich it did inhabice.Itbrexz- 
kes the leagur of freindshippe- 
yhich was betwixt God & vs, 
& leaues vs his enemyes;, and 
flaues of the Diuell, his & our 
yorſt enemie*: It robbs vs of 
the right we had to: poſſcſſe 


God for euer, leaucinge only 


Hell for our nheriemes: Tr 
| younds, makes hideous, & 


euen Kills thar- otherwiſe 


mortall ſoule of ours :-in a 


yord,it makes vs crucify Teſus 
Chriſtagaine,&in ctfe&rread: 
the ſacred bloud of Teſus vn=- 
derour feere, | 
AFFECTION” & RESOLVT.. 
Oh accurſed fruices of Sinne: - 
Ofairh God himſelfe by the 
mourh of Teremie, Know &: 
ſee how euill & birrer a rhinge - 
tis for thee to haue left rhe- 


| | Ford thy God: Ah my. ſouls, 
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theſe are not dreames imagi- 


nations, or rethoricall ampli. 
fications, bur cuen Chriſtian 
truthes which none dare deny, 
how doe wethen dare ro dally 
with danger, to. ſceke occa- 
ftons, to drinke downe fſinne 
like water 2 Tf therefore the 
world,the flesh , orthe Diuell 


tell of I Know nor what dos | 


lighces, let vs haue this ge- 
nerouſe replye ſtill betgre 
our eyes , but thoy are too 
dearely bought,wirth che loſle 


of the holy ghoſt and all his. 


oifres , Gods freindshippe, 
and his erernall inheritance, 
.& become rhe obiccte of his 
hace. This moment of falſe 
libertic is not worth beinge 
a{lauec to the Diuecl! for cuer. 
This honnor lookes tawning- 


Iy vppon mee : bur it were. 


39 
madneſſe to purchaſe it with: 
eternall diſgrace. This gold 
olitters agreeably , yer ir is 
not worth the hauing : ſince ic 
will ſeruc onely ro buy Hell. 


THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


FOR THE THIRD DAY. 


Sinne is deteſtable to God. 
Fat FinsT Ponta. 


Onf|der in what horror 
and deteſtation wee 
Should haue it, ſince wiſdome 
it ſclfe doth ſoe abhorre & 
dereſt it. The Almighty ercr- 
nall God , whoſe goodnefle 
cannot be queſtioned without 
impiety.; nor his iuſtice be 
impeched without blaſphe- 
my; nor his mercy be cxadted 
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without preſumprion: he be. 
inge indeede , not'foe much 

ood as: cuen effentially 
'goodneſfle' it ſelfe , nor ſor 
much inſt} as iuſtice it ſelfe, 


- nor foe much- mercifull as 


mercy ir ſelfe; for one ſinne 
of pride throwes downe the 
chird parte of the Angells in- 
tahell,irrecoucrably, withour: 


any further hope of mercy, 


AFFECTION &- ResoLvtT. 
If , my ſoule, this be not lefle 


atruch;wlnchall the Chriſtian 


world' willingly imbraces, 
then the former;how comes it 
ro paſſe tharmans follie dare 
be ſoc: damnably aduentu. 

'rous: as to fall'in loue with 


 $inne:, which wiſdome ſoc 
| highly decefts *How, how, 


ſay , dare we le in league 


with- ic ,, & be willinge: ro 


r ; | " - _ 


%» & Ss Ss wy __ %Y & ® 


14t 
meete with it ar cuery turne? 

If ichaue made Angells Di- 
vells, what priuiledge haue 
men nor to dreade rhe like 
effe&s ? not for one or.a few, 
but euen for thouſands of 
lnnes; (euery man.makeinge 
refletion in .himſelfe of the 
multitude - of .his .ſinnes ) 
downe then, my. ſoule, downe; 
place thy. mouth in the duſt, 
and whilſt thou canſt. not pe- 
netrate the rigour of Gods 
luſtice ro the Angells, turne 
thy ſelfe more earneſtly to 
admire his incoparable .mer- 


. | cy to thee , humbly confeſ- 


inge,that.otherwiſe Hell had 
beene longe ſince thy habita- 
tion:makeingea firme reſolu- 
tion to ſinge his mercyes cter- 
nally. | : 


| 
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Tas 1. Poirwr. 


Adam by ſinne turned out of | 


Paradiſe. 


Conſider how the ſame 


codwhois equally goodnefle, 


mercy and iuſtice, for one 


acte of diſobedience, throwes 


Adam out of the happie ſtate | 


wherin he had placed him, 


and ſubie&s him and all his 


oſteritie, to multitudes of 
miferies of body and mynde 
(ſuch as we all daylic expe- 
perience)to heate,cold,cala- 
mities, innumerable ſorts of 
jfickneſles, and euen to death 
it ſelfe; and rhat roo,not one- 


ly to the dearh of his body, 


bur enen to a ſecond death, 


the death of the ſoule:ſo that 
there was not any ſaluation 
lefr forall theſonns of men, 
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x any leſſe rate then the 
death and bloud , of a God- 
man Teſus-Chriſt. . 
' ArrecTi1ON and REesoL. 
0 my ſoule, if this cruth be 
wghe vs by faith; if wefecle 
| itby a ſadd and vniuerſall ex- 
perience ; if it be made ma- 
nifeſt to vs by the dearth of a 
| God: ler it printe in our har- 
| tes,an abſolute horrour , and 
dereſtation of ſinne, which 1s 
 horrible,and dereſtable in 
the ſight of God; and which 
his juſtice punishes fo rigou= 
touſly. And ler vs noe lefle 
xdore thar fterne tuſtice of 
is, then extolle, and dearly 
Imbrace his mylde mercy 3 - 
| rho'to expiate the ſinne of 
n vngracicus diſtoyall fer- 
unt, facryficeth the bloud of 
idearely beloued, and deare= 


{ 


__ 
ly -fouing , and wholy obs 


dicnt , and onely child, Be | 


-thar Tuſtice alwayes admired, 
-and dreaded ; and be: thr 


' mercy. magnified ,and loued, | 


by men. 


—PJ 


THE 11. MEDITATION 


FOR THE THIRD DAY. 
Sinne putt a God to death; © 
Tre FixsT PointE. 


FN Onſiderithat our fweete 

-., Sauiours paines(the dea- 
re-priceof our redempri6)arc 
'vniuerſall ; noe parte of his 
body .paſles wichovr irs parti- 
cular punishment. His headis 
tormented with pullinge of 
the haire , with blowes with 
thornes; His face with foulc 

T | ſpirrings 
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ſpictings & boxes. His tongue 


- with thirſt veneger 8& gale. 


His torne shoulders with the 


heauje loade of the Crofle. 
| Hisarmes withrude excentios 


& rackinge. His hids & feere 
with cruell nayles. His whole 
body all ouer with ſtripes. His 
Sinewes with conuulſtons. His . 
arteries and veynes with wi- 
theredneſle. His vitall partes 
vithan incredible eftufion of 
his pretious bloud : ſoe thar 
yhat the prophet foretolde 
was fully verified : 'from the 


fole' of his foote , ro the 


fowne of his head, there was 
noe ſoundneſle. ' See then 


| yhether there be any ſorrow 


like. his ſorrowe. 
"AFFECTION. Alas? it is but 
toendent;my deareſt Lord, 
fliy forowes paſle all our ſe- 
| G 
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rowes & yet my ſoule , it is 
maieſtie thar is rhus fmirren; 
it's innocencie which thus ſuf. 


fers. It's indeede the God of 


Gods, whoſe immenſitie can- : 


not be comprehended;whoſe 
perfeftions & excellencies 


cannot be numbred ; whoſe | 


goodnefle is boundleſle , 
whoſe mercyes cannot be 
matched. Alas my deformed, 
hidden , crucifycd Lord ? 
whither hath mercy , good- 
neſle, lone to miſerable man 
ledd thee ? was it thought 


fictinge to this goodnefls, 


that thy wounds should be 
without number, as are thy 


perfectios,& mercyes to man? 


{oe to make an abſolute de- 
monſtration, that as there.1s 
noc loue , foe arc there noe 
{orrowes like ro thyne.Let mf 
notlive bur roloue thee, L 
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V {after for thy lake. 


Tame I. Pornre. 
Conſider further that he 
ſufferd inall his ſenſes, by the 


| preſence of all rhe obie&s of 


forrow, He ſaw his choyſen 
Apoſtles ſleeping , while he 


| was ſweating bloud. He ſaw 


the Trayter , whom he had 


newly fedd with his owne ble(. 
| ſed body & bloud, come in 
theheade of a barbarous band 


toapprehend him. He ſaw the 
execrable crueltie of an vn- 


eracefull nation,which he had 


alwayes oblidged and loued 


by preference. Finally, his 
eares were full. of blaſphee- 
mies ſcoffes and ſ{cornes: and 
hiseyes and harte of the ſor- 
rowes , teares, and bloud of a 
God dying-. © | 
- AFFECTION. And yet, my 
Gy 
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ſoule, it is the very naturall * 


ſonne of God thar ſuffers all 
this ? He is the ſplendour of 
his fathers gloric, andthe fi. 
oure of his ſubſtance. And 
' $hall we his poore ſonns,taken 
in by adoption onely,ſce with 
dryc eyes, his, full of ccares 


and bloud ? or shall we, after | 


this ſad ſight , permitt them 
any more to be filled with va- 
nitic? Shall our cares lye open 
to deſtrattions , adulations, 
and found rumours , which 
hurt our ſoules, whyle his, for 
our ſake, are filled with con- 
rumelies , and blaſphenies ? 
Shall we Chriſtians pamper 
the reſt of our ſenſes , with 
{weeres and delicacies, while 
our-Chriſts ſo hugely ſuffers 
in them all ? Ah! be ir cuer 
farre from vs; to pay his louc 
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with ſuch intolerable ingra- 
THE l.. Porxry. 

He ſuffers in hy ſoule. 
Bur if his body vniuerfally 


and all his ſenſes, be ingaged 


 mtheſufference, is his foule 


xleaſt free? Ah noe, its ſadd 


todeath ; its repleniched wvith 
exill or ſorrow, the bitter woa- 


ters of tribulations haue broken 
in _ it, The horrour of 
death, the ingrarirude of me, 
the ſcorne of Nations, Pilates 
niuſtice , Herods mockerie: 
Annas and Cayphas blaſphe- 


mie, the Scribes and Pharifies 


crcumuenrions, theMinifters 
and Soldiers crueltie,rhe peo- 
ples preference of Barabbas 
and their tumultuous and 
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vniuſt Cracifiee. See then whe 
ther there be any ſorrovv like to 


his forrovv. 


ArrtEcTION and Reso:, 
O man of dolours,and accul- 
romed to ſ{ufferanccs from 
thy youth : Were nor thy for- 
rowes, and., in them, thy loue 
ro man,ſufficientiyexpreſled, 
n abandonning that inno- 
cent, chalt, and tender virgi- 
nall body of thyne , ro the 
cruell perfecurours wills, yn- 
lefte thou didft withall per- 
mitc the bitter flouds of cri- 
balario,and deadly faddnefle, 
enter into , and rake pol- 
feſſion of thy bleſſed ſoule? 
Conſider : my ſoule, and ſec 
whether rheir be any ſorowc 
like to this ſorrow, or any loue 
like ro his loue who gaue vþ 
his ſoule to ſuch ſorrowes for 


IFI 
thy ſake ? If rhe horrour of 
death inuade thee, chy Maſter 
went before thee , & waded 
through ro death it ſelfe. 
Proue friends vngratefull? fo 
they were ro thy Lord. Are 
others, of lefſe worth prefer- 


red before thee ? bur ſo was 
Barrabas before thy Maſter 


Chriſt. Remember, remem- 
ber,my ſoule,thar the ſeruanc 
i$not greater then his maſter 
&c. 


Tas IV. Poixrs. 
He ſuffers without acomfarter. 


 Confider his body's ror- 

mented, his ſenſes offended, 

his ſoule afflicted and oppreſ< _ 

ſed. Is none left ro comfort 

him? Noe none,re/id7as eff /6- 

ls , he's abandoned. left all 
G ii 
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alone, towraſtle with all the 
legions of ſorrowes. Nor ef 
"gui conſoletur eum. There is 
none left ro: comfort him, 
Was there euer ſo pitrious a 
ſpetacle ? His Apoitles arc 
fled; Peter followes a farre of 
and ſweares he knowes him 
not. The dolorous mother 
ſtands neere the Crofle , in- 
deed,bur her preſence affords 
ſo ſmale ſolace, that her ſor- 
rowes ſerue to redouble his, 
The Angells come not neere. 
His heauenly farther aban- 
donns him : nay yer more 
(Heauens ſtand amaylſedarit) 
he is euen forſaken by himſel- 
fe, while he {topps the influ- 
ence of his dininiric, rhat it 
flow not vpon. his humanitic, 
leauing it to ſuffer all alone 
withour all comfort. See then 
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vahether there be any \ſorrovv 
like to hu ſorrouv! 

AFrECTION and Resor. 
O, my foule,looke vpon the 
face of thy Chrilt. Admire his 
his vn wearicd ſuffering loue. 
Hartily acknowledge thar 
there 1s noe ſorrow like his 
forrow. Imprint in thy harre 


\atwhat a deare rate thou waſt 
| bought. Ah my ſoule ! it was 


not with gold and filuer, and 


, | fuchcorruprible thinges: bur 


vith the ſorrowes, and reares, 
and bloud., and death, of a 
aGod-man,our Sauiourleſus. 
With ſorrowes , which ſpredd 
theſelues ſo vniuerſally ouer 
body, ſenſes, and ſoule : with 
teares, and bloud, fo plenti- 
fully and freely powred out: 
vith death ſo ignominious,fo 


devoyd of all comfort, fo 
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abandonned, that it forced 
from the mouth: of a moſt 
obedient and deareſt child: 
My God,my God,wuhy haſt thi 
forſaken me, Relolne firmely 
then, that neither ſorrowes, 
nor bloodshed, nor abandon 
ments,nor death ir felfe, shall 
ſeparate vs from rhe loue of 
that deareſt Lord. 


_— —— 


THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


FOR THE FOVRTH DAY. 
Of Deathbe, 
Trer FirsT Pointe. 


Nothinge more certaine then 
aceath,leſſecertaine then the 

tyme therof. 
Onſfider, and ftrine to | 

imprint in our harts,that 


—_— 
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which we ali know, yet ſeeme 
not to know it; that which we 
all belceue,and yer as. it were, 
betceue it not: to wirtt-, that 
zxthere is nothinge ſoc cer- 
cine as dearh,foc is rhere no- 
thinge ſoe vncerraine as the 
houre therof. Conſult our 
owne Knowledge vppotheſe 
truches , & we Know, that 
nercher Satomons witt , nor 
Samfons ſtrength , nor Ab- 
ſolons beauty were founde 
proofe againſt ir. They were, 

and how are not, mortns 
/#xt, 1s certaine. Conſult the 
yord of truth, and we $hall 
finde that we are bound to 
deleeue what we otherwiſe 
Know, Conſult our {cetues 
againe vppon the vncertain- 
tie of it; and we findethatwe 
haue Knowne , many raken 
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away , when they and their | 
freinds leaſt feared it;ſomeby 
violent,ſome by naturall dea- 
thes , ſome in their child- 
hoode, before they well kney 
what it was to liue : ſome jn 
theire flourihinge ſpring , 
when vigourous youth pro- 
miſed them they could 
not dye. Some in the decline 
of their age, while death 
threatned , and yet was not 
feared: ſoe certaine ir 1s, that 
the houre of death is vncer- 
taine toall; as Chriſt himſelte 
makes it ſure to faith. Watch 
ſaith he, becauſe you neirher 
know the day,nor the houre. 

AFFECTION and REsoryv. 
Dye then we muſt , my ſoule, 
thereis northinge ſoe certai- 
ne; departe we muſt our of 
this cottage of clay ; Gods 


7 

juſtice hath pronounced the 
ſentence. Remember man that 
theu art duff, F in-to duſtihow 


halt returne. But when muſt 


this {enrence be put incxecu- 


tion? thar 13 noe leſle vncer- 


nine our youth may deceiue 
 ys,as it hath done many. our 


manhoode or middle age, is 
not priuiledged : our ould 
agecannor laſt longe. Whar 
then muſt we doe, bur with S, 
Auguſtine, quirtt rhe vncer- 
raine , and forth - with fixe 
yppon the certaine meanes, a 
oood & penitentiall life , to 
prevent the danger of that 
which cannot otherwiſe be 


aoyded by morta}l man. 
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THrt SECONDE Points. 


Nothinge more certaine for the 
thinge,nothinge leſſe certazne, 
as to the manner. 


Conſider that as we are 
moſt certaine that dye we 
muſt, & as vncertaine when; 
ſoc are we noc lefſe ignorant, 
where, and how, this trreuoca. 
ble ſentence is to be execu- 
red. Shall it be in France or 
in England? at Paris or inthe 
Coitry;athome or abrodc;in 
our chabers, or in the Church 
or Garden ? Shall ir be by a 
violent, accidenraltl , or natu- 
rall death? Shall we be found 
dead in our beds, as we hauc 
ſcene ſome, 8 heard of many? 
Or elſe, be wrought downe by 
a l6ge andlingeringe diſcaſc 
in the preſence of many! 


——___—— —_ 
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| mill not for moments looſe 


19 .- : 
Shall we finally haue the be- 
nefir ofthe Sacraments,which 
we now haue with ſoe much 


caſe , yea want not without: 


blame ? To all rhis, the wiſeſt 
amonge men 1s not able to 
anſwer. That dye we mult rs 
appointed by a reproachlefle 
juſtice; but when, but where, 
but how: mercy, ſaith S. Au- 
guſtine, hath concealed, that 
ve might expect, attend , & 
prouide for it, in all times, 
places, & occurrences. 
AxrgcTion and Resor. 
Ifcertainely we muſt dye , my 
foule., & yet neither Know 
when, where, nor how; and if 
vppon that certainc vncertai- 
ne houre an eternity of blifle 
or woe depends, what a ne- 
ceſſity is put vppon vs, (if we 
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etcrnities) to be ready in all 
tymes & places. We Knoy 
nor, my ſoule , we Knoy 
not when , where , or hoy 
death may ſurpriſe vs ; onely 
this wee Know, that we haue 
yet an hourelefr vsto riſe our 


h 1sprefentboure. Now then 
without further delay,will we, 
by Gods grace dye (to that, 
that, & that, &c. ) that death 
findinge vsalready dead, may 
not be able to hurt vs , but 
onely tranſlate vs to þ life 
which Knowes nor feares not 
death. 


Kt 
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rofour ſlumber, and it is noy | 


be ſtill placed behinde his 
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THE 11. MEDITATION 


FOR THE SAME-DAY. 


Nothing more dreadfull to the 


| obſeinate ſinner ,thendeath. 


Taz rirsT PoINTE. 


# Onſfider that as death 
_, contaynes the greateſt 
certainrie , and withall , rhe 
greateſt vncertaincic. imagt- 
able, ſo it bringes. alonge- 
vith it , the greateſt dreade, 


and the greareſt comforte 


| poſſible. That, to che obſti- 


nate ſinner; this, to the hum- 
ble penirent, The ſinner vpon 
the approche of death, harh 
all che finnes of his whole life 
placed before his eyes, which 
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backe; and would neither ſee 
them, nor ſorrowe for them: 
which now the vile Temper 
. aggrauates , and makes ap. 
peare intheir vttermoſt inox- 


minitie. And hence rhe ſinner | 


begins, before hand, ro ſuffer 


the rormenres , which he al. 


wayes beleeued(thotfruitleſſe 
ly, chrouglrhis obſtinacie) to 
be due ro his crymes. Ad 
_thus Knowing his guilt, and 
the punisghment moft juſth 
duero the ſame, he deeply ap- 
prehends ir a thinge full of 
horrour to fall into rhe hands 
of a liuing God. Thencec he 
rages, and deſpaires , ſeeing 
himſclfe vpo the verie brinke 
of endleſſe perdition ; and 
readie to be deliuered vp into 
thehands of his crue} Tor- 
menreres for all eternite. 
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ArrECTiON.and RESOLVT. 


«m. | 0 horrour which harh no- 


thing equall ro 1t! To appre- 
ad ones ſelfe ro be ypon 


| | the verie brinke of erernall 
perditio. O daunting dreade, 
- | mcemparably ſurpaſſing all 


that. ought ro be dreaded! 
To be within a moment of 
falling into the hands of thar 
ever-liuing Maieſtie, which is 
able ro throw both the body 
and ſoule into Hell fire. VV hac 
riches , honours , pleaſures , 
(were they neuer ſo opulent, 
ſuperlatine , and proſperous, 
and remayned they too Gill 
that moment , in their full 
poſſeſſion , wheras indeede 
they all are vanished away 
like nighrly dreames ) were 
able ro conteruayle ſo daun- 


| ting and damning a dilaſter? 


I6 4 
O my ſoule, rhoſe accurſed 
wretches , shall chen ſay with 
in themſelues; ;repenting, and 
ſighing(roo late) for anguich 
of fpiric. Whar hath 'pride 
profred vs ? Or what aduan- 
rage hath the vaunting of ri- 
ches brought vs ? Or what 
comfort harh the moſt prol- 

erous pleaſure of our whole 
fig: now lefr vs. Alas, alas 
none at all, but contrarilie a 
comfortleſle, fruicleſle, end- 
leſſe penireri. 


Tre I). PoiNTE. 


Nothing more confortable tothe 
bumble penitent. 


Conſideration. Burt when 
the innocent and iuſt ſoule;ot 
the poore'humble penirentr, 
percciues death to creepe 


165 
won her,she lifrs vp her loge 
lejiected heade with toy , 
becauſe . her redemption is 
enen at hand. She had vſed 
her beſt endeuours, mourn- 
fully ro purge her ſinnes in 


- | the bloud of the lambe who 


nas flaughtered for vs, and 
thence she cocetues an hum- 
bleconfidence to meere with 
mercy, andro be ioyfully ad- 
nitted in, to thar celeſtiall 
mariage of his; In fine, she 
es dearh as the immediate 
dhie& of herioy;lince italone 
has power to deliuer her our 
ofher loathed priſon of flesh; 
nd to deliuer her -vp into the 
deare hands, and diuine im- 
draces.of her deareſt ſpouſe 
rom she loues alone. 


| AxxtEcTION and ResoLv. 
{tt downe ſeriouſly , my 
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ſoule, and count to what ; 
high degree of conſolationit 
will then amounte , ro heate 
thoſe heauenly inuitations of 
the heauenly ſpouſe ſaying; 
come, come, my ſpouſe thou shalt 
"be Crovvned.Crowned, I ſay, 
ovith that crovune of inflig 
vvuhich u layd wp for, and by a 
inſte Tndge Shall be rendered, 
to them that loue hs coming. 
The shewers of repeanrair tex 
res, are now blowen ouer : the 
Sharpe winter of temprations, 
tribulations, vexations, ani 
croſles , which we willingly 
endured for the loue of God, 
are quite gone : 7y/e vp my 
friend and come. O what ex- 
ceſle of deare delight , shall 
chat happie ſoule inioye a 
thathoure? 
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THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


FOR THE FIFTH DAY. 
of Tudemcnt. 
Tar r1r5T Potwre. 


Onfider that dye wee 

_, muſt ; thar is, this ſoc 
nuch negleftedſouleofours, 
muſt be turned our of the 
body , which was pampered, 
qgrefſed , & too carefully, 
boked ro by vs,, & preſently. 
er dearh,, Indgmenr ( fairh 
thegrear: Apoſtle) we mult all 
of vs, be; brought, and be 
nade manifelt before Chriſts 
TInbunall , that euery one 
beare away. accordinge-to his 
works. . We hauc left the 


vorld ynwlllingly while wil- 
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lingly the world leaues ys 
the deareſt freind that euc; 


we had will not goe alonge | 


with our abandoned ſoule, 
' Nor cuen permirt the body 
which they loued, to ly foure 
and twentie houres in-' the 


Roome withthem. They that | 


offended with vs, will not an- 


ſwer forvs;bur leaue vsalas,to 


anſwer all alone. 


AFFECTION and Resoi, | 
Aye me:ivppon what is it that | 


we fixe our hopes?1s't vppon 
our ſelues ; bus alas theſe 
muddie walls fall, & rthecim- 
moreall inhabiranr- 1s rurned 


our, Vppon the freinds tha 


we have purchaſed by {inne, 
or other wiſc ! bur rhey haue 
left vs,our body is throwne 
| Into the carth,, & our*poote 
ſoule is left alone ro' be iud+ 
ged, 


\ 
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zed. Ah how much better 


vere it ſajerh S. Auguſtine, 


#0 chuſe him for onr freind , a= 


boge all our freinds, uuho wohen 
all forſake ws wuill be are 20 
make good hs traſt, at the day 
of our death , wyho when all 


 teparte from vs, vvill not leawe 


vs , but wvvuill defend vs, & 
cndutt vs by a countrie vuhere 


| vve have yet noe acquaintance. 
| Thou art my Ieſu & noe 
| other, be thou therefore my 


choyce in tyme & in eterniry, 


Tne II. PorinTs. 
Cofider in what adauntinge 


| anxiety, & dreadfull expeCta= 


tion the poore foule muſt 
needs be , findinge herfelfe 
all atone, ro be ſentenced by 
aludge who is all knowinge: 
all things lyinge open , & 
| IS - 
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naked before his Eyes. All 


powerfull, for who reſiſts his 
will 2 all boly, & ſoucrainly 
hares Sinne. 1uftice it ſelfe 
which can neither be cor. 
rupted by bribes, nor moued 
by prayes. Ando behold,;thy 
knovvledge ; this power ; thu 
{anenttie 5 thu iuſtice ; armed 
with implacable vwroth , and 
inflexable Feale againſt the 
ſinner! | 

AFFECTION and Res01. 
Alas and woe , my ſoule, 
whither shall we run for shel- 
ter? To his mercy?bur her tyme 
is paſt,she leaues the place to- 
luſtice. To his /andrze ? But 


our {innes are quite oppoſite | 


to the holyneſle of that thrice 
Holy. To his 1/fice ? But 
alas our iniquitie ſtopps our 
mouthes. Shall we call vpon 


| 71 
the: mountaines, and rockes 
co hide vs ?Bur his power is a 
hammer bruiſing rhe rockes 
in ſunder; his knowledge pe- 
netrates the mountaines; and 
his Feale and furie ſpares none. 
Cuch certainly, my ſoule, and 
infinitly more dreadfull rhen 
ve can imagine it, will that 
diſmale day be found. How- 
beit , we are yetina tyme of 
mercye, we can yet ſafely flye 
from Chriſt ro Chriſt ; from. - 
his juſtice co his mercye;from 
his power to his impotencie, 
in his cradle &c. From the 
ale and wroth of Maicſtie; 
toche ſweetneſle and myld- 


| neſſe of rhe Lambe , who 


comes to rake away the ſinnes 
of the world. Finally we haue 
yer the meanes-to- hide our 


fſelues. in the -holes of the 


H 


L 
the ſaucing rocke,andtoſaue 
our {clues. 


— 


THE Il. MEDITATION 
FOR THE SAME DAY. 


Of Hell. 


THE eIRsT POINTE. 


 Onſider that as mercy 

& iuſtice are Equal in 
God, or cuen God himſelfe; 
ſoe, by the law of contraryes, 
they will be followed with 
equall cffeas. If God out of 
his mercy then , haue poſleſ- 
fed the bleſſed of rhe collec- 
tion of all good thinges, 
vnder his heauenly raigne) 
which is bearitude : he will 
throw the accurſed into the 


poſſeſſion of a colleQion of | 
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all euill , vnder the tyranic 
of the Diuell, which is dam- 
nation. Let ys therefore ima- 
cine all that we arc able of 
horrour, of hope turned vnto' | 
diſpaire ; of the louc of God, 
and allwe euer had deare,into 
hatred, & dereſtation :lert vs 
add wormes, which neuer dye, 
yeepinge, wailing, enashinge 
heatk briaftoreand lou 
of fire , & yet we muſt con- 
clude,thar ir is not that which 
thedamned ſuffer,which will 
indeede, bee that, which nei- 
thereye hath ſeene, nor care 
hath heard, nor hath entered 
ntothe hart of man: 
AFFECTION & REsoLVT. 
Ay me my ſoule, into what a 
vaſt ſea of miſery,diſaſter , & 
lipaire., doth ſinne - caſt 


 downe poore man ? we ima-- 


H 1uj 
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inc all that eucr we Can of 
terrour , of horrour, 8& tor- 
ment ; of imortall ' wormes; 
fire & brimſtone,, & yet we 
fall shorr. We adde the col- 
Ieftion of all euills, & yer we 
cannot reach to- it. Wharis 
it alas ewhar 1s it , thar-lulles 
vs aſleepe, & makes vs ſenſe- 
leſſe, of things ſoe fenſible? 
O char we could deſcend into 
Hell aliue, & conſider, who 
amoneſt vs, wereableto liue 
in the mideſt of deuouringe 
flames? And yer into: ſuch 1s 
the ſinner throwne by the 
doome of erernall Truth: Gu 
you accurſed into-eternall fire. 


Tre II. PorNrTE. 


Conſider yet more particu: 
larly, that as the accurſed had 


miſuſed all rhar God had 


given them for his ſeruice, to 
offend himz as body,ſoule, & 
ſenſes, ſoc shall they all meere 
with rtheire ſeuerall rorcures, 
The body & ſoule , become 
fewell for denouringe flames. 
All the ſenfes are replenished 
with obie&s of horrour : rhe 
eys are full of dreedfull & 


gaſtly Ghoſts : [the cars of 


howlinges, roareings, execta- 
ble maledictions, 8 blaſphe- 
mies: th: {mell of che ſtinc- 
kinge odours iſſuinge from 
the bodyes of the damned: 


the taſte 15 ofucred with what 


can be 1magined'moſt birter, 
& abbominably loathſome. 
Finaly,the ſenſe of rtouchinge 
meets with nothinge but 
flouds of tormenringe flames. 

AFFECTION & RESOLVT. 


| © horrour , conſternation, & 


H iij 
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deſpairc? O lamentation of 
lamentations , & woe , woe, 
woc?woe to the corruptible 
body which waighed downe 
the poore ſoule? woe to the 
ſoule that quickened that 
 fleshly lumpe , & gaue way 
to its badd inclinations. 
Woe to the eys & cares 
which lay open to vanities, & 
franticke madneſle , & con- 
ueyed poyloninto the harte. 
Woe toall the reſt of the ſen- 
ſes & members,whichconſpi- 


red to the ſeducinge of the | 


ſoule,8 ro bringe ir,8 them- 
ſclucs, ro lye tormented in 
this lame, 
Trex II. Poixr. 
Conſider thar if the milc- 
rable ſtare of the damned be 
moſt vnahappie by the conti- 
nuall preſence of the whole 
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colle&ion'of all euill: What 
an'infinire addition is made, 
to-ix- by the privation of all 
oood,, andrhar foran ererni- 
te? To befor an Erernitie, ſe- 
parared from all the bleſſed, 
were they neuer foe deare 
vnto vs, while they lived with 
vs?for an eternitie to be de- 


priued of the pecreleſſe beau- 


ticof che Queene of Heauen, 
& the ſocietie ofall rhe Qui- 


res of Angells! Foran ererni- 


teto be exiled from the glo- 


| tious- face of God, which is 


man 8& Angel|s eſſential bea- 
tirude ; & ro dereſt, curſe , &. 
blaſpheame ir for euer?Neuer 
to haue;ohe moment of caſe; 
conſolatzon or reſt , ox-even 
the leaſt hope of any For alk 
eernitie! | 

AFFECTION and Resot. 
H: v 
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O' God of mercy, now turned 
the Lord of revenge , what 
hart hath aſſurance ennough, 
not to endure, bur cuen ro be- 
holde'this calamitous condi- 
tion of the damned ? over: 


whelmed with all ſortes of 


rorments ; remoued from all 
hopes,or euen deſires of com- 


fort:nor: for ſome millions of 


millions of yeares,but for an 
eternitie / O erernitie ! eter- 
nitie ! how longe thou art! 
Noe 'number of yeares are 
able ro expreſle 'thee- ; 'the 
ſands of'the ſea cannot equa- 


liſe thee; after all; thou ſtill 


remaineſt what thou art, Zter- 
zitie. Al mytoulelerys vic'a 
timely 5preuention 7:8 not 
make out ſcluesaway'to-erer- 
nall rorments for light & 
s hort delighres (ſuch or ſuch 
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&c. ) nor yer for the auoy- 
dinge of , ſuch or ſuch ſmale 
croſſes, aflictions, or tempo- 
rall loſſes. Ler vs couragiouſly 
plucke our rhe Eye, and curr 
of the hand, which ſcandali- 


lofſe : & conclude with hol 
. Auguſtine : Let me here be 
, let me here be cutt in 
 peeces. ſoe that 1 may notperish 
eternally, He 6 


a | & hazards our eternall 


@anc———_—_—_ 


THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


FOR THE SIXTH DAY. 
Of Heauen. 
THE FIRST POINTE. 


Onſider whar this Kin g- 


\_, dome is , which is pre- 


| pared: for the Bleſſed and - 


| H vj 


| 


IS0' 


which they are called to poſ- 
ſefle (come poſſeſſe the King. 
dome prepared for you) and 


this, at leaſt, we $shall finde, 


that whatcuer this poſſeſſion 
may be, it is greater then we 
haue any capagitic to com- 


prehend. Let vs looke ypon 


all the beauties,and magnifi-: 


cencies that cuer our eyes bes 


held,and they are nor ir, Lets 
make reflection of all thar 


euer we haue heard, of ho- 


nours, riches, pleaſures, and 
all of themare nor it. Let vs 
by helpe of imagination, put 
all rogeither that we haue 
cither ſeene or heard ; and 


euen adde to them millions 
of millions more, and yerwe 
are not arriued at it, Noe, for 
S.Paulcaffures vs : that neither 
eye hath ſeene , nor eare - hath 


he, 
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heard, nor hath it entredinto the- 
mynde of man , vvhat God bath- 
prepared for thoſe that loge him. 

AFFECTION- and ResoL. 
O my moft bountifull Lord 
and Maſter. Hath thy good- 
nefle made me capable of a 
Kingdome , which thy wiſ- 
dome hathnor inabled me art. 
preſent ro comprehend ! O- 
too roo happie we, could we 
truly vaderſtand our owne 
happineſſe ! But © more then: 
moſt ynhappie we , if we 
permitt finne to robbe vs of 
it; or that we otherwiſe make 
ita way for ameſle of porage; 
orthe bitter Mandragores of 
mixt moments of painefull 
pleaſures :. for ſuch inconſi- 
dcrable royes (1 meane ) as 
xe daylic obiedts to meaneſt- 


eyes,and fill cucry.care, Nay 


_-< 
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even for the greateſt rthinges 


our hartes can conceiue, ſince 
in a ſmale ryme they vanish 
away like dreames, and leaue 
nothinge in our hands. Alas! 
were irnot a ſtrange miſerie, 
and madneſſe, ro make away 
ſuch inconceivable permantt 
poſſeſſions, for ſuch knowne 
rranſitorie toyes? 


Tas II. PorntE. 


What heauen 15. 


Conſider, againe, what this 
Kingdome,or poſſeflion pre-. 
pared for vs may be; and we 
findeir is a ſtate of life per- 
fe&ly accomplished with the 


whole colleftion of all good 


thinges. Nor. a paſlage , but 


# /tate,apermanencic,withaut 


change, without end, without 
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irkeſfommeſle. PerfetZly accons- 
pliched : not by halnes, and 
peecemeales. W iththe wwuhote 
alletion of all good thinges. 
Notwith afew,as here below, 
and thoſe, good and1ll;paines 
and pleaſures mixt togeither, 
but with the whole colledion 
of all good thinges : fo that 
what: cuer we deſire, shallbe 
preſent: and all thar we deſire 
not Shall be abſent eternally. 
AFFECTION and RESsSOL. 
We'haue Gods word for it, 
my-ſoule, andiit cannotfayle 
vs, that he will shew vs all 
g00d; chat 1s, all that is aduan- 
 tagious, gaynetull,and rich,in 
ſteede of the tranſirorie riches 
ofthis world-; all thar is be- 
ſeeming, hon6rable, and illu- 
ſtrious ; in lieu of the vaine 
and vadinge honours here be- 


_ 
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lowe: all that conteynes in ic 
ſelfe any cauſe of: ioy , and 
jubilic., and and all thats. 
deare and delightfull(rowit;, 
that ineffable, ynmeaſurable, 
erernallwaight:of glorie ,ac- 
cording; to S. Paulc) inplace 
of thoſe shott;light,deluding, 
and cuen,painefull pleaſures 
(as Salomon and 5. Auguſtine 
experiencedtliem) for which 
poore man looſes himſelfe. 
Thus , my ſoule , doth faith 
aſſure vs: let nor: then follic 


—_ 


perfwade vs the contrarie,:: | 


EEE) 


Th 
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| THE 11. MEDITATION. 
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FOR THE 6. DAY. 
Of Feauen againe. 
Tre r1ksT PoINTE. 
"\ Onſider, the kingdome 


_ prepared for vs,is Beati- 
tude : come 8 you blefſed.:. and 
Beatitude is noc other thinge, 
thento know what isheſt,and. 


: tinioy rhe ſame. And wheras. 


'none but God himſelfe js our 
ſummum bonum , or optimum, 
tur cheife good , or our beſt : it 


| followes, that God himſelfe, 


me father, ſonne, and holy 
Ghoſt,is our Beatirude,or the 
Kingdome prepared for vs:. 
xccordinge to that : 1 my/elfe 
vill be thy exceeding greate- 
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yevvarde, Him we sball ſee 
face to face,and in that ſight 
ourvnderſtanding meets with 


all :rar#:him weshall ſee,and| 


in ſeeing him, our will meetes 
with all good. Hence the vn- 
derſtanding hauing noe more 
to ſecke , and the will noe 
more to loue , they fall, asit 
were, intoa bleſſed neceſlitie, 


of truly ſeeing what they loue, 


and louing what they ſee for 


all eternitie. 


AFFECTION: and” Resot. 


Forgertnotthen , © man, thy 
dignitic! By Gods mercy, and 


the merits of Chriſt, thou art 


made the ſonne of God, 


coheire with Chriſt, to share | 


in hisheauenly inheritance,to 
poflefle the ſame Kingdome 


with him : that is, to knowe 


the prime truth, and loue tic 
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| eife good for.cuer and cuer. 


Let not then the fables , 
tions and vaine lyes of che 


yorld; take vp thyne vnder- 


fandinge made to knowe ſo 
grearand diuine' a Tr#4th: nor 
the vaine lone of creatures 
ingage thy will, nade toloue 
ſo ſouucraigne a' Good, Bur 
crye incefſantly here belowe 
vith holy S. Auguſtine: ez me 
knowvy thee, o Lord, andknouy 
my ſelfe;and let me loue thee as 
much as 1 defpre,and as much as 
I ought. Thus, my {oule, may 
ve in ſome meaſure,while we 


| lucamidft our miſeries, be- 


gin, before hand, to poſlefle 
our Bearirude, which conbſts 
in knowving., louing, and 
tmoymg our chiefe Good. ,. 


which is God himſclfe. 
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Tas Il. PoiNTE. + 


Hovu Heauenis tobe purchaſed, | 


Conſider our: of the Gof- 
pel , char zhe Kingdome of 


heanen ſuffers violence ; andthe 
violent beare it avvay. Yes, 
bur we muſt learne of S; Am: 


broſe howwe are tomake this 


violence. We are ro-af{laulrir, 


not with (words; withclubbe, | 
or itone; but with myldneſle, | 
with: good workes , with 
chaſticie..Fheſcare rhe armes 


which our faith makes: yſe of, 
in that onſert.. But yet to 


make a rigth vſe- therof , we 
muſt firit of all, make force 


againſt our owne flesh and 
bloud, that ſo gayning domi- 
nion ouer our (clues, we may 


imploye all our abilirics ro: 


force Heauen, as it were, out 
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of the ſtronge hands of the 
Almightie. We are: not to 
hope, faith S. Gregorie , to 
come to great honours, but by 


| great labours and paines. We 


nuſt mortifie our members, 
mnd'all the mutinous people 
of our hartes,our vnrulic paſ- 
fons, and badd inclinations. 
$Hdid all the ſaintes of God 
ſale and winne his King- 


| dome. So didrhar greateDoc- 


tour of rhe Gentiles beare it 
way : 1 chaſftiſe my body and 
Iringe it into ſerwitude. So did 


the Cainte of ſaintes enter 


into his owne Kingdome.He 
ſuffered and ſo entred into his 
owne Kingdome. | 
AFFECTION and REsor. 
Let vs not hope , my ſoule, 
tharwe who are bur younger, 
andadopriue children,should 
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fnd any other ſafe way ty | 


heauen , then that which the 
naturall ſonne of God, and 
all his ſaintes, were to paſſe; 
Thar is,through tribulations, 
contumelies, and contempt; 
Tfove ſuffervvith himvve shall 
raigne vuith him. Noc, noe, 
the pure wheate reſcrucd for 
the heauecnly granaries muſt 
be winnowed: the gold found 
worthy to haue courſe inthar 
celeſtiall Kingdome , mult 


paſſe throughthe horeſt fires, | 


Sweete S. Auguſtine purts it 
at the loweſt rare; that euer it 
can be expeCted: and yer ac- 
cording to him ir will coſt ys 


noe leſle then all we are. The 


Kingaome of beauen, ſaith that 
excellent Sainte, is vvorthas 
much as thou art : giuethy ſelfe 
and thou shalt haue it, Doenot 
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tand. barganing , my ſoule, 
and grudging at the price. 
The narurall ſonne of God, 
archaced.it art noe lefle a 
ace for himſelfe,and thee. 


THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


FOR THE 7. DAY. 


1 ſerious refleQion to bd made, 
4s well of Gods gracious 
vifts beffouved vpon Vs : as 
'minaces pronounced againſt 


"3 "Ve; 


Tre reixsT Ponte. 


Onſider ( by way of a 
ſcrious refleQ&ion of all 
he former Meditations) that 
ince God hath bene ſo gra- 
cous to vs,and we ſo vngrate® 
full ro him, as greatly and 
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frequently ro haue offende( 
his divine Maieſtie. Since he 
ſo ſouucrajnly hates ſinne 
wher-ofwe ſtand guilrie.Since| 
dearth is ſo vncertaine:judge. | 
ment ſo dreadfull. Hell fo 
intolerable; and the 1oyes of 
Heauen prepared for vs, ſo 
ineffablely great ; conſider,] 
ſay , what a neceſhrie is put | 
 vpon vs (if our harres be tou. | ti 
ched , cither with dreade of | 
ynſpeakable rtorments ; or 
loue of Beatitude.). To make 
a good vie of the tyme,which 
by Gods mercy, we yet:haue, 
roredeeme tymeloſt:ro make 
hay whyle che ſunne $hines: | ! 
and ro treaſure vp the c«&-| 
teftiall Manna before thc} 
ſunne ſerr. y 
AFFECTION and ResoLv: 


Noe my ſoule, we will date| "i 
noe 
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noe lÞgerto be fo atidaciouſly. 
adquentctousgas' to trifle out 
protions -rynie with: cold-cres 
But cuen at-this! verie 


moment þ witt ſtriue:ro:con-. 


clade an; erernall-peace with: 
God. Ic is-dreadfull rs come! 
tod lave;ro heare; verily verily: 
Ikdow you nor;, and to! finde! 


 thedore'shurr. My conuerfa- 


tion therefor shall henceforrh: 
be in heauen, and heauenly 
thinges. Iwilk defcende'ints 
Hellaliue,co-obſcrue the hor- 
ride. rorments of chat gaſtly 
denne, TI. will expe& deat 

at all houres , ſince none 
knowes the houre. indeede 
mwhich it may furpriſeme. Þ 


-wilE adge: my: ſelfo wirhouc 


larretie , char” I may: riot! bo 
more! rigourouſly indged;:b 
vill endenour in cartieſt arid 
I 
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with my wholc harte-to hate: 
ſinne ; which God ſo ſouerai- 
onely hates. And the reſidge: 
of. my life:shall be ſperir, chac; 
by: erue:and harcie- pennahce: 
(the-onely rrue refuge: after: 
ſinne) I-may take reuenige. of) 
my-ſclfe:,-according.-ro! $;; 
Paule, for hauing oftcnded;(s! 
racious-a BenefaQour; and: 


ſo dreadfull aMaicſtie. ' 1; 


Tarr SEconD E. Point wt] 


 Howy wwe aretoveturneto God 
' by pennance according to 
5 S. Anenſtine, © 


Conſider that the way to' 
returneto God by pennance 
preſcribed by S. Auguſtine,is; 
Frirſt-(as ro the: ryme ) iro-re# 
rurne feedily,and without all 
delay : becauſc he who pro» 


miſed pardon to the repen- 

cane ſinner;promiſed noecer- 

raine tymefor him co' repent 
in;bur willed him not to delay 
his conuerſion. Secondly, (as 
to: rhe "manner ) mournfully. 
and- with confuſion. Every 
one; ought to lament ouer 
himſclfe ,, as ouer--a*deade * 
corps -: ;:and expreffe huge” 
nes. ypon hisideade ſoule; - 
Thirdly,in-qualitie-of Tudge:” 


| IMounre. inco the Tribunall 


torture-you, tilla 


[of your owne-harre , prouc 

jour owne Tudge, and cxer- : 
aſe taſtice; vpon' your "ſelfe. 
And in the firſt place , take 
jour ſelfe from behind 
where. you endeuoure 
tide your faulrs, and not to” 
deſeenc, and ſtand arajigned” 
defore:your ſelfe. Ler feare 


f hw, = 
1 to 


crue confel- 


I 


1) 
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ion. burſt our from an hutm- 
bled; harte. : and, ſay. ro: Gad; 
I. achnovuledgemyne tniquitie, 
aud my ſinics are cantinudly 
befare. myne eyes. 
AEFECTION.and:;Resortvr, 
My-ſoule,hauingehus; ſpeeds 
ly, mournefullysandiwith the: 
iuſtics, and: rigour: of:an; vn; 


partiall Tadge, diſcuſſed qur. 


ſcluesletys, preſently, hum 
bly., and'confidently baucre- 
courſe-to Gad for: the: ref 
We hauc-anwnhappic: power 
inourſelues tocommitiinne; 
Thy perdivian usfromuhy/eife, 
Iſatl : but our ſaluarion 1s: 
fromGodalone:To his mercy 
therfar, whick is aboue all:his 
warkes, ler vs bertake our ſel- 
ues, ſaying inthe bicrerneſſe 
of. our harte : Grant-mercy 


d Lord to: that miſcrable 
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werch,,. whom thou ſo longe 
ſparedſt in his crymes. O im- 
menſe pietic,take compalſion 
ypon a confefling eryminall. 
O publike mercy,looke ypen 
him with the cyc of pizic. who 
hath proued cruell againſthis 
owne ſoule , ah. I shoulſd 
apprehend my caſc,in a man- 
. | ner , deſparare , did I not 
| | bewaile ir in the fight of an 
infinite goodneſle; and: con- 
ceiue-my wounds incurable, 
had I. not recourſe to an all. 
ſouneraigne Phyfirion: Lee 
mepercciue the effe&sof thy 
myldnefſe', hauing fo lonye 
metcifully- faſpended rh 
word of renenge, and letrhe 
multitades of my miſeries, be 
dtanke vp in the mutrirudes- 
of thy draineleſſe mercyes. 


L i 
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THE 11. MEDITATION 


FOR THE SAME DAY. 


I a... 4 


' Hovv wwe are toreturne GH 
' bythe example of the Pro- 


digall chld. | 
Tax r1xsT; Poms. | 


" Onſider that the poor: 
_ prodigall hauing conſu- 


| med all. his ſubſtance , and 
ryſing ( by Gods preuenting 
Spec ). out. of -rhe fleepe of 


» 


finne where he had. Tonge 


Jayd., he faid in. himſelfe: 


-. 


hovu many. hyrelings are thett 


in my fathers houſe , vubo. haut 


Ls 


bread in aboundance, wubile 1 
Lye fkaruing here vvith hunger! 
1 wwvill therfor goe to my father, 
and [ay unto him, Father I hawt 


x > as 
-v © _ © _*. a 
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offended. againſt: heauen', and 
againſt thee : #or am 1. vvorthy 
.to be called thy. ſawne : treate me 
,onely as one of thy hyrelings. 
-:Fhis was allche:rheroricke he 
;vicd : trowitt a true: acknow- 
-ledgmenrof his owne miferie 
and offences:and-rhe plenrie 
:whichwas found in-hisfathers 
-houſe.: And fo tooke a:pious 


«reſolution, with rhe harte of 


a contrite , and: humbled 


:6hild, .ro-rerurne toa gracious 


father ,and: confeſle his faule,. 
willing for his punishment,rto 


looſe the titleof a ſonne, for 
that of a poore hirelinge.. 


> AFFECTION and;..Reso1.. 

[Thus iris, my ſoule, that we 

.oughrrtoenterinto our {clues, 

by. comparing the honour 

and plentie which we . in- 

loyed in our. fathers houſe: 
T ii) 
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where a quiere conſcience, | 


beaucnly comforts , benedic- 


tios and graces docabounde; | 


with the diſaſters , diſgrace, 
and abandonments which «x. 
porience made vs fand and 
feel , when like fugitiues we 
wandred abroad, and were 
reduced ar lengrh,tothatex:- 
celle of milerie, as to beede 
with ſwine. Thus it is thatye 
are to returne home againe, 


by an humble confeſſion.of 


our faults ro God,and his Mi- 


niſters : hartily acknowled- 
ging that we are noe longer 


worthy of tharnoble Tirle of 


domeſtikes of God, ſonns of 
God,coheires, and ſpouſes of 
Chriſt , bur onely of poore 
tetings, which we willingly 
imbrace. Thus doe my ſoule, 


and we shall infallibly be 


2.01 
receiued into the: opefi bo ' 


ſome ofa tender father, whoſe 
| bowells are niore prone t6 


metoy., then our miſerable 
harts readie to craue ft as We 


Tas II. Porwss. 


Houu vue are t0 reenyiie Fo 
God, by the example of B. 
Maxie Magdalepe. 


Eonſider that that miirout 
of true petiitents returned: to- 
God in the beſt manrier itria- 
zinable,thmt is;with humilitic 
ind lous- frixed with reares; 
&c. Y # coenontt, faith the 
Fangeliſt ,” xs /done' 2s. hb 
lnewy that 'Teflas arvas: OF 
liovnt'; t6 table inthe Phart- 
ſts hoſe &c. the eintred with 
pious-impudencewhere she 
V 
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was not inuited- and placed 
her ſelfe , behind him ar his 
fecte,She began to water. his 
feere with teares ,.and wiped 
them with-the haires of her 
heade , and kiſſed chem &c. 
She delaycd not; to witt ,zhe 
grace of the holie Ghoſt kmovues 
noe ſiuggishdelay.She blushed 
not.; becauſe rhe confuſion 
which $he felr within , per- 
{waded her , that outward 
Shame was-not to be valued. 
She ſpoke not , where 5$he 
knew that rhe language of. a 
contrite.- harte. | was _ better 
heard , and her. teares , the 
while, more effeually ſpoke 
her. errand. So -rhat ..sho 
wrought. her wrothfull Tudge, 
to turne her. pious Aduocate, 
and. rg, pronounce a-fauoura- 
ble. ſentence, for her. Thy: 


- -& vw  -- > > MM RpMoawa 


\ oy. 
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fimns are. forgiuen thee. 
AFFECTION and RESOLV. 
Theſe indeede, my ſoule, are 
the bliſſed diſpoſitions, which 
leade ys toa perfe&trecocile- 
ment. - with' God. : But alas! 
whois ſoimpertinerly proude 
as ro preſume 'ro haue them 
withour his-gifre who com- 
.mandsrhem;aſſuring vsbyS5S. 
'Johm, that.vuitheut him:, vue 


can doe nothinge Say there-for; 


giue 0: Lord*, I humbly-be- 
ſcech thee , what:thou com- 
mandeſt”, zhat 1. may lone: thee, 
asmuch as 1 defire, and as much 
6s dutie obliges me to. Giue 


humilicie , rhart inſeparable 


companion.of Charitic , and 


ſure Guardier of virginirie. 


Gine , finally fountaines-of 
teares, that day and night'I 
may. bewaile my offences: 
VJ 
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ciuve them, I ſay , becaule 


without thee we are able to 
doc nothing. Noe: forifwith 
B. Magdalene we come to 
Chriſt, it is becauſe his hea- 
ucnly Facher drawcs vs. Ifthe 
deepe inwarde ſenſe of our 
crymes make vs mfſenfiblc 
(with her)of all outward con- 


fuftonwhich they bringewith 


themzir is the ſorrowy wwhith 
is accardenge t0God,and from 
God, thar workes ir in opr 
hartes. If we washe his feere 
with teares 5 it is God who 
powres downe that heauenly 
dewe.. If we loue him, its 
becauſe he lonedys firſt. And 
yet, ( 6 incffable goodnefle 
and benignitie/) by rheſe his 
owne gifts he drawes 'vs to 
him, and then crownes the 


ſame ,by his free pardon, 
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ſaying : thy. inns are forginen 
thee. | , 
A Prayer. | 

Grant, oLord, we beſeech 
thee, that the worke of thy. 
mercy may direct our hartes; 
becauſe with outrthee; we are 
not able ro pleaſe thee , per 
Chriffam Dominum noftram. 
Amen. 

Other Prayers. | 

O almightic and erernall 
Farher, daigne, by the merits 
of the life and paſſion of thy: 
onelybeloued yok , deeply 
toinpprinte in our harres,true- 
ſorrow to haue offended thee, 
meerely out of the moriues 
of loue : foralas, ifwe auoyde 
fnne onely out of feare of 
Hell fire, we feare notro of- 
fende , but to burne::nor are 
veiuſtified therby, ſince 7 7s 
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wot feare of punishment, bat low 


of iuſtice; vuhich makes vs inf 
zu thy ſight, © Lord. 

Grant me alſo,deare Lord, 
perfect deteſtarion of fſinne, 
and. a firme reſolution to 
auoydeir here-afrer(elpecial- 
ly in-ſuch-and ſuch- rhinge 
which I am moſt ſubic& ro, 
and ſtand moſt guiltie of. in 


thy ſight. )-cuen. purely for 


thyne owne goodneſlc ſake, 


who art infinitly worthy: of |. 


the loue of all thy-crearures, 
Grant me- finally ,-a-true 


contempr of the world,anda 


willing flight from ic, andall 


its pompes and yanities(which | 


arc the- diuells weapons. to 
deſtroye vs)and therby, faith- 
fully acquirr- my ſelfe of rhe 
{olemne promiſes made inmy 
baptiſme. Amen.. | 
FINIS. 
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A SPIRITVALL 


v9 + 6) 0 6 ge 4 9s 9 
- before profeſſion... 


CESUSININT ———_——— 


THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


The Preparitoric prayer. Vent: 
Creator. avd Deus qui- 
corda &c. 


Tate FirsT Seek wa: 


.S=&2 ONsIDER that ſince 
: N72) now the yeare. of 
FELET your nouishippe, or 
-_ -..tryall, is come to an” 
-< and- that by Gods ſpe- 
ciall grace and aſſiſtance, (to 
bis honour and glorie,;: and tha 
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good of your ſoule) you hate 


concceiueda generous reſoly- 
rion;ro {ett yponthe building 
of' the Euangelicall Towtr, 
you' are highly concerned 
maturely to examine how itis 
ro be done: Nor can you pro. 
ceede more ſecurely rhen by 


raking it from the mouth-of 


«Prime Truth, /ayizg : which 
*of you mynding to build 


«rower, doth nor firſt fit 


*downhe and reckonthe char- 
Koes that are neceſſaire whe- 


©*her he haueto fintsl+ it, leaſt 


«hart after he hath layd the 


*Forndation , 4nd is fiot able | 
&ro finish it, all that fee it- 


«begin ts mocke him, fayififh 
«this man began to build,and 
*he could not finish it. You. 
oughr therfor to confider the 
ftrengrh of your body : rhe 
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| bene of your mynde-;. the 


motives which broughr you 
hicher: that ſo you may. diſ- 
couer, whether your body be: 
notintruthycoo.infirme: your. 
mynd too weake and 'waue- 
ting : your moriues too lightr,. 
andincofiderare;.outof ſome 
diſpuft;rather-thena difinrer- 
reſted choyce :-our of conh- 
dence of your owne abilirie 
and (trengrhrather chenGods. 
inſpirations and dependance. 
of his grace. 

AFFECTION. Let this be. 
done, my ſoule , in fſfinceritie- 
and truth; with grauitic and: 
cre; ſtill raking your -coun- 
fellswith God,and from God: . 
[tis not a chiles play you are 
roing about butthe worke of 
aperfe& man. Your choyce is 


not fora day, bur for life. The: 


. 210, 


- conſequence 'of it not? fors|: 


; ecarme of ſome fewe yeare, 


. burfor eternitic;erernitie;my |. 


-fpule.Inthinges,ina manner, 


- indifferent; the choyce:isin- | 
. different. In ſuch *thingsef | 
__-ſmale imporranee; ir litleim- | 


- portes whether this,or thathe 


_done :. ſo, either of chem be | 


: done ro Gods '$lorie, God 15 


- . pleaſed, and we merite; If ve | 


Should tanda waighing Doy- 
 bles, ſajrh B. Sales, rrading 
wouldproue tootroubleſome, 
Marrie.,. goes :on-the ſame; 
. thechoyce of ones vocation: 
| thepropoſition of a matterof 


. great conſequence : a worke |. 
of much difficultie 8c.' de- | 


ſcrue- a: ſerious ponderation, 
thar Gods will (which is our 
dutic happineſle and perfec- 
.tion)may be diſcerned rheriy. 


ZIT 


And let ourfirme reſolutions 


be made accordingly. 


| Tat IE. PoinTE. 

-, Confider with whac it is that 
this Euangelicall Towre ,.or 
fpirituall building ought ro 


be builr, and S., Auguſtine 


will reach you; zhat 18 35:fobe 


done with noe other- treaſure, 


then the forſaking of. all., and 


followving of Chriff, which he 


takes from: Truch ir. ſelfe., 


Gying : Every oxe of you that 
4h = —_ 2 You he 
hathcan not be my Diſciple. And 
the ſame Truth expreſles 
what he meanes by renonnceing 


. | of all, in theſe words; If any 


man come tome, and hateth not 
bis Father and. mother , and. 
vuife , and children, aud bre- 


thren and ſiſters , yea and. bis- 


ZTz 
ovone tife brggdes., be raunerhe 
my Diſceple. | 
AFFECTION. Tins,my ſoule, 
is the-condirion of the oblj- 


encer;for the buitding-ofthis 
Fpirituall: Towre: This mult 
be performed byvs,andeuen 
by all Chriftians/in 'generdll 


(ar leaſt in} preparation of 
mynde) or els1n vaine doe we 


pretend ro be the Diſciples 
or ſeruancs of Chriſt; Gwe 
all,and gayne all; Arany.lefſe 
coſte , rhis ſpirituall Tore 
will not be finished-: ar any 
lefle rate the Euangelicall 
pearle will not be purchaced, 
Vnleſſe all this be performed, 
faich Chriſt himſelfe , You 
Cannot be my Diſciples : you 
cannot-berrue Religious,and 
true followers of Chriſt, Vn- 


gation. mto-which-we are to 
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|tefſe this generous relolution 


he abſolutley vndertaken:ler 
our defigne be abſolutly for- . 
aken.' Tor ferne God by 


[talucs., will. prouc vnpraſpe=- 


tous row God deſires chehart 
which was made byhimſclfe, 
and for himſelfe; amd he will 
haue ir whole. The virgines 
molschoughces ,and-follici- 
dos eughs-ro- be impleyed? 
uyan: the thinges vohich 'per-. 
fines: amr Lord :tharcheamy. 
be holy. both' im body: and. in: 


fire, Remember that itwas 


{.Paule wiio ſajd 186. 
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"—I_ 


FOR THE FIRST DAY. - 


of the ſolide and ſave fandatin' 
of this ſpiritaall building, 


'T Her riRsT PoOINTE;: + 


"*Onſider what fundation: 
- zought ro be lay ro ſups1 


porce thiswaightie, andmoſ: | 


importantbuilding; and your: 
holy. Father will © rell you! 


aganme , that it ought to: be! 


noe ' other . then humilicie. 
Doeyou, ſaith he, prerende 
roecrecte a fabrike of a huge 
highth ? Thinke firſt of x 
foundation , humilitie. And 
by how much higher we in- 
cend to rayſe the building, 


and to charge more waight 


[ts 


F 
{4 


. -, fy | 
|xpon it, by ſo much deeper 
/ lemuſt diggethe fundarion. 
, [Now;vero what avaſtehighth 
[the 'toppe of our >Buan- | 
i [gelliall Towrertoreach?Cer-: 
+ [tes even 4nro- the ſigh "of / 
. |Godjxhar hated hd im- 
. Indafe--and tdread full Ma-> 
{ [ie How vaſtlydeepe'then* 
- [aghr oar foundation to” be” 
- [AFFECTION || and RixSEL. ' 
 [esmy:ſouls: it 15 eueninto 
[ae ſight" of 'this dreadfull 
Mateſtic'; tharwe intend that” 
|eroppe.cof our  Towre” 
tould:reach. That maicftie, 
mich. che Angels: prayſe ,: 
| [he Dominations adore, the- 
Powers rremble ar; the Che-: 
ubins -and. Seraphins with: 
teade ſinge to. Holy ,, Hoty,: 
Zoly, for: cuer. Let vs not. 


& 
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hazard ſo hugely importama 
peecevponvnſound ground. 
workes which. will proue at 
lengthibar _— Nay, con- 
trarily-, let vs digge quite 
—= , this Si pol. of 
which-we are:made , exiÞebiti) 
extpanite wſqur- ad fundamens 
tum inca. Leevs:nencrileaie 
digging tilbwe meerewichout 
-owne nothinge; till we: 
18 certainly; till we con 


tt 


ingenuouſly: that,is ourſatell' 


gjoundro build ypon: where 
we may: tuſtly- hope rhat/Goll 
wilkpat a hand too, and -rayle: 
the+worke ;: firice hiscultome: 
is,torrade: vponnothingdand 
ro workewonders ypornit.. Al 
my:'ſoule;, may we: be ſoirwlj 
nothing; th; our dwne eye5; 
that' he vyho iv potent 4. mu 


looke pon | our abiritneſſt's 


and 


3 
> | 


UN 


'tt 
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aud doe great thinges iN vs. 


\., Taz IT. Ports. 


What thu foundation ('humi- 

 tarie)zs. eaves 

) | -:+Corlider : what -humthicic 

* | truly:is 5 and-you will regeiue 

| from yourholy Farher,thac it 

4s;2 voluntaric faoprng ior 
lowing. of the-mynde , ont of 
10 [eriaus confiteratton of vouhat 
.omralmightie \maker' ts, 1nd 
wohat ave are: in relation 0 
t4m.Oragainerhwmibitic 5314 
ventmr: vikinls «x Man VUVAXEDS> 
ite. das iov1ine fight, by the 
Wee Knownltage he hath of hut 
wore miferie.Or els:from.'$. 
$ernaid : 41midyiicr ws veritic; 
thar-is-thevrurthotiwhat Gad 
5; and: whats 4han;-which 
being well knewne and pon- 

K 


cabs 
dered,, it'is -jmpoſſible bu 
chat our hartes should boye 
downe ro the yerie ground, 
and keepe vs.chere with our 
mouthes in rhe auſt wherof 
we were made. 

- 'ArrxcTIoN” and Rxsory, 
"Now, my ſoule, if humilitic 
be'nothinge els but a'ftoo- 
ping of the harte ypon' the 
| knowledge we haue ,of what 
God is, and whatwe are, let 
. our conſideration be conti- 
' nually fixed vpon thoſe two 
'thinges as the ſure, folide, 
-and ' true ground therof ; 
ſaying with the humble's, 
Francis. O my God, Who art 
thou, and who am I? Who 
' art thou, but an' immenſe, 
inacceſſible,ineffable,incom- 
prehenſible Maieſtie ? And 
who am I, but a miſerable, 


# 
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inconſiderable,contemptible 
abiſſe of miſferie '? Who arc 
'thou/; bur” an. infinite; rich 
Maſter.ywho: canſt neede no- 
thinge that ismyne?And who 
am I, but'a poore ,, needie, 
beggarly* ſeruant , who am 
conſtrayned to begge breade 
arthy dore cuery day? Who 
,art thou, bur 3 permanent ; 
.independant,eternall eſſence 
/or being?: And who am I, as 
the; ſcripruxes teach, bur 4 
vapor a-mornimg devuea drea- 


mea fantome,a fading flovver, 
4 pure vanitie,ablaſtof vvinde, 
:#5hadovye,inaword,a thinge, 
hich... neirher.,., hath;j. any 
,atherrhinge, more miſerably 
\poore,or morevainely proude 
.then, it ſelfe. Du/t and asbes, 
then,vuhy art, thou proude? ... 


f 
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"THE FIRST MEDITAT 


'FOR THE SECONDS Day; 


of vuhom vue ought 70 leone 
; Pemmetcey: 


"Onfider' of whom You 
-A_{onghrto Tearne hutnili- 
16 Tied S Augie will toll 

= yo, ethathe frid5 you notto 
"Pld Heme: SA Harkors;* ho 
yerwill be" -pheferted\beftt 


"the "protide >petſfon I! \Hhe | 


ofhe of hexuen; "but 


Lithhd 
{ts ci&Kin ge of Heaui/Hith 


"Feffe ho etyes out agitwere 
'4n@publick/2uditoric *6FU |t 


MAanKinde : rome wiro me, "nd 


leanebf gee. \Bitt (tell oY [| 
beſcech thee, ſaith he,o thou 
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ſopne.of God. , what, mult 1 
karne of,zhee; by-coming.to, 
hunble ig hare, Are,chen all, 
he;treaſures, of wiſdome, and, 
knowledge which arc hidd. in, 


hee. gednced to-rhis; that. we; 


| npſt;leaxne [chisof chec;, AS 


"— 


2ined to, then: by-diſhpa- 
ing. that ' ynrulie ſwelling, 
mhich;, makes. a | man ſeeme. 


[peat in his-Dwne,Cy Es, WHYE: 


leappearesvnſgund.inghynge 


VLord. K 11} 
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 ArrEcT10N and ResoLy:: 
We arc here called to Chriſty 
ſchoole, my ſonle, ro Iarnes' 
a leſſon which rhe'world ws 
never acquainted with be-' 
fore. The great Rabbys of the' 
Lawelookedouer it; to finds! 
the firſt- places in "the" ſyn 
gogue. The learned Phyloſo- 
phers vnderſtoode it not, and 
rhence vanishedin theirowne 
wiſdome! The rear Potohth- 
res-of the'earth: tooked vpou 
it with ſcorne ; /afid thenee 
they overe throwune down 


from their Cee! Bur'the- wiſY 


dome©of heauenimade: Hin 


ſelfe the Miſter of iandwilt 


haue' vs'to' learne of him'* riot 
ro'create newe worlds; nott6' 
make viſible and- inuiſible' 
rhings;not toworke mitaths; 
and raiſerhs decade 8&%c; hich 


>10.49 


o.com... —_ 
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we. Should have iudged a 
frange , bnce an impoſſible 
commande , bur. this onely-, 
chort, ſweere andeaſieleflonz 
myldnefſe and - hamilitie of 
harte, For alas without it, 
yhat would it profite vs tobe. 
ible roſfay., as ſome hall ſay 
(God : did we not prophe- 
cie;in rhy name ?.did;we-not 
aft out Diuells? did we nor. 
vorke: many:wonders ? VV hat 
yould it profit'vs, I fay: fince 
ve-should onely-heare-wirks 
them: 7 knowy y0u not; be gone 


| fom me, o you wuorkers of ini- 


1717208 (2760kh' 01.367 
»o1Ims HH. P OINT Eait1,: 
Conſider; hat vit--is:; noe 
vonder. that the: reaching. of 


humilitie,was one of hisgrea- 


teſt fermonstoall mankind in 
eath/, ſince as it may ſeeme, 
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ence of his wiſdomes cheife 
delignes in coming, downe 
from heauen, was to' reache 
the ſonnes of earth. thar ne- 
ceſlarie way. to heauenaccor- 


ding to: that one aſcends but. 


he wwoho deſcends. To witthe 
had ſeene one ofthe brighteſt 
of his ftarrs with huge mult 
tudes -of his accurſed'crue 


rushe downe to Hell, byrheir | 


proude. ambition of aſcen- 
ding': and therfor. he: would 


reache theicarth: by defcen- 


ding to aſcende abouc' rhe 


Heavens. They loſt: their 


right to Heauen by aſpiring 
aboue their places, to more 
then they were ;and-maiy was 
co be: taught ro cure contra- 


cies by ' contraries, and to re-, 
intitle himſelfe to heauen, by. 


humbly ſaying in his place; 


La 3 ——- 2 RY” my' -—» -” 
\ 
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*3}: 
nd by,remayning, what he 
was "by yelling in his | p9gre 
naked nothing; v which alone 


(F516 Zen ANNFHI ing] ).bg,migh Td 


ok Y, FEATINE. DIS OW Res 7, 
FFECTION: 006 
Ifrhe yerie brigh Pale 


hy Heaven ; f whe TA 
= get, nos ako fe. foozing; 


hat oug | UN re - OEMs: 
a a un carfh but, faced 
Keep our telues within, the 


le: of whar WC arc ? I 


<p? 


| ro Hell yalpirt f | 
et 


be like to rhieh Reſts 
Kody irme reſolyrib a dh zole 
ſtrife be,to TN to heaug, 
by affeting to be equall to, 
oreuen eff then the lowed; 
fince Thruth, ſaid it,nor 
can he deceintV$zhathe vuho 
exaltes himſelfe shall be ham- 
bled,and be that hambleth him- 

WO 
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felfe +hall bt'exalttd.Nay my 
ſoule, fince the ſame Truth 
comes to teach vs this lefſoh 
in his factcd paſſion, ler ysnbr 
proue {o'much concrarie thi 


his bleſſed deſighe,, ant ou, 


owne aduantage,as nottocn- 
deuour to learne'ir; with the 
whole ſtrife *of "our hart: 
Hoybeir, fith he "is" as' wel 
the reacher,as giuer of ir, let 
vs. often ſay with S. Augul. 
tine : thou commandeſt, humi- 
litie, 4 Lord , give vohat rho 
commanaeſt , - and commandt 


vuhat chow volt. 
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THE I. MEDITATION. 


FOR THE 2. DAY. 
"Taz rixsr Pointe 


N Onſider that- henee ic 

', was, that the” divine 
viidome, or Word of God, 
which was- iv che begining: 
vith God; nay, was God (and 
therfor could-thinke ir-noe 
teatch tobe coequall;,coerer= 
tall, conſubſtanriall'- with 
God the Father): exinanired, 
o-powred himſelfecour'; and 
became flesh, ErY erbumcaro 
jitum eff, taking: vpon him 
the Shape of a: feruant. - Eartly 


{Far #loſſe;vpor this abiſmal} 


tumjliation ; licle kowirig, as 
aith S, Auguſtine;wharto ſay 
© 1t, or what conceipt' to 


-- Vi 
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make of it. Nay the heauenly 
owers ſtand amayſcd, to ſca 

the kinge of Angells, becom: 

lefle then the Angells : 

uſt like to one vs (ip al 

thinges ſave ſinne ) nay one 


of vs:1ndecde :  fleshrof our 
flesh:: bones of ourbones.,,poore 
man. Valeſle we Should yer | 


tay tusehery lefſe then man; 
N ouſt mis Virorum: , the leaſt 
and laff of men : 4 Uvorme-and 


206k +4: 17748- - with the royall | 


Prophete.; - 
AFFEGEEON- - 85. SDS 
Alx my--poone ſoale.\if the 
racious. imuitations. ,- and 
mylde leflons of Wiſdame 
cannot. prevayle' ro. plucke 
downe [our proude haxte let 
atleaſt che abiſmall example 
of our-humanifed Go@ , the 
eternall Word made fir 
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put before our cyes, aiſlipate, 
and cure that pernicious tu- 
mour. Ic is thy veric God that 
lyes humbled ar thy feere my 
ſoule.; it 15 diuinitic it ſelfe; 
which lyes,as it were, infirme 
before thee, that ſo thy ſwel- 
ling being worne downe, than: 


 mighrſt deict rhy ſelfe;,and 


caſte'thy felfeproſtrarte,vpon: 
that great, God), Dew Deorum,s 
now, for thycxample, become 


the laſt and leaſt of men. 


Tae. IL. Points... 
Confider - that if this hea: 
venly defigne,and reſolution 
be truly admirable; farre,farre 
aboue the reach of menand. 
Angells; and che .cxecution 
of.1t,, incftably. gracious, and. 
eucn rauishinge (as ſpeaking. 
more fFycernefſle, and heauely- 


13s 


delightes to humane hartes, 
then they arc any way capable 


ro comprehende;ſo rthar they 


doe not ſo much intice, as in- 
force the ſaid hartes ro'hu-: 
militie;, if there be any ſenſe 


of man leftin man )}ſo-thead- 


mirable circumſtances which 
 accompaignie it ; doe power-: 
fully preach the ſame' leſſons 
ro-the eyes of the world Tf 


then it hath pleaſed him, to 
build- himſelfe a cottage of 
the ſame claye wherof.;he 


made vs; hewill atſo hauc all 


the reſt ſuredto'ir. This moſt 
humble, Loue,meramorfiſeds 
kinge , will haue 2n humble 


mother Queene, apoore' hand: 


ningdeof our Lord, An humble 
puratiue fatlier, 7 ofe ph ' & 0Ar" 
penter. An humble Pallace;# 
poore: Rocke orcane. Anhum-' 
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ble chaire of ſtate, ©»2apeer. 
Humble \attendants, ax oxe 
indan Aſſe,vvith a feuve ſillie: 
thepharats © and afcer thar,all> 
his life l6nge , poore'; rude, 
fmple fohermen. 11900 | 
AFFECTION: and Resor.. 
What , my ſoule; will be cucr 
tble roi deerye pride," if this: 
doe ror? And what will be: 
able” ro” tmprinte- humititic' > 
deepe-in the verie botromes: 
of our hartes,if this proue nov 


fe@uall? His poore, abie&;: 


| addefpicable'condition;; in 


the yerie firſt ſteppehe:made: 
Into this world began to. .pu+: 
blish ic; His lowlie-, obſcure, 


| andhidden-life; aH the tyme 


of his infancie; declared ir:in. 
his riper yeares he continually 
preached it : the courſe of his 
hole life, confirmedir: and 


I rig to 


i ji 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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at his death.; he fignedioyich 
his pretious,blonde,/umbling 
himſelfe todeath, and the death 


of thecrafſe,che moſt infamous 


of all: deathes., O-my-foule; 


ler vs then, beingforced \by, 


all rheſe preſſing, and. cuen 
_ oppreſſing arguments, either 

humble -our-: ſelues to, the 
ground: in //all/ eecaſions-gf 


feſſe to our confufion;, that. 
we are the moſt vaworthy, 
and vnſutable; feruanrs., gi 
dinjne;: Maſter: who'ws: 
all chinges-fo-incomparably 
humble... 1s ail an 


5 
[4 
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humihations-et:atleaſt, con; 
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THE: 1. MEDITATION 


- pomnas, No * 2 ham Sms 


—_— 


DO Om— 


FOR THE THIRD. DAY. 
Of the Bene fit of a religious - 


VOcarion. 
Treg rirsT PoiNntE.. 


FA Onfider that it ſeemed 
not enough to that 
Kinge of glorie, ' Firſt to have 
made yow a-reaſonable crea- 
ture,afcer his owne likeneſle; 
and all the orher- creatures 
for your. vie. 2. to have 
regenerated you to a new and 
berrer life by the holy Sacra- 
menrof Bapriſme:'z. ro-have 
gluen you the knowledge of 
te Carholike faith, hauing 
culled you our of multitudes 
that daylie perish': bur his 
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gracious beneuolence wenr 


yet further on with you, and 


by this holie vocation toRe- 
ligion,called you tobe hispe- 
culiar friend and ſeruant and 
Fanourite , to haue a more 


neere and deare conuerſation . 


with him,andto make. it.your 
buſinefle in earth;ro ſinge his 
prayſes, and mercyes, as the 
Blefſed 5shall doe for euer and 
euer in Heauen. 5 tt4;z 

AFFECTION. and Regor; 
O the. infinite. goodneſle of 
my deare Lord who goes tilt 
on, in my behalfe , heaping 
benefit vpon benefit, and fa- 
uouts vpon fauours:;: yea fa- 
uours of ſingular preference; 
tender loue,and greateſt aſſu- 
rance ; towards the atrayning 
of Beatirude , that can' bc 
mette with vpon this perilous 


fea. Fauours not granted:ts 
al-nay ſcarce toa few,among 
mulrirudes who: dayhe-ſutfer: 
<hipwracke ; while» thy free 
grace, deare God, not” my- 
merits , hath guided: my: 
| doubrfull.  nauigartion ro ' a: 
afcharbour:Where(wirneſſe: 
S.Bernard who experienced: 
the ame)oneliuesmore pure- 
ly, falls more: rarcly., riſeth 
more 'quicklic), walkes: more 
cautiouſly:.;;: receiues | grace: 
more frequencly , repoſerh 
more ſecurely , dyes: more: 
confidencly,and is-rewarded: 
moreabundantly.. 


nearly 2071]; 1 | e\ #0 20 
| +4 C.* C33 __ "hy 4 I 4 $4 _ 
-1.,LE8 I-Poxnxrs:; 


T hat this vocation leads to a 
\\_ ;_ bertaine fate, 


; C2 5 


Conflerchat Gods good- 


# 


F 
» 
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neſſc, by meanes of this. holie 


vocationsteades you nor gia | 


certaipe:indifferencie of ſary; 


wng; hint orinorſcrning; him) 
at; your: qwne. pleaſure and. 


election; bur he: bringesyau! 
therby to:a-ſerledand perinas 
nent ſtare ; wherin yourbody! 
ne place; andall your-attions 
are: marked out; and limited! 
by Rule: and confticupions;; 
and: all thee confirmedby 
tlie-threo eſfencial:yowes: of 
Religion, Pouertie, chaftine: 
and obedience, according tes; 
Auguſtins Rule.1Whach vowes' 


are noe other things then 


ſacredand folemne promiſes | 


freely ,deliberarly , and with 
out. conſtrainte.., made to 
God in the face of rhe holy 
Church; of thinges whicharc 
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better, as S. Thomas of - <qui- 
Wi) tie teacherh. F 
'” AFFECTION afhd \Regor. 
"This: my ſoule, was Gods fin- 
| gular goodneſſe to 'vS, to 
winne our hartesby out owne 
) | freechoycejro renounce rhar 
'darigerous 'libertie + which 
might happly have: -Pproued 
-our raine, roimbrace the'true 
libertic of the dldreti'of 
"God, which'is ener fo: free, 
breven truly free indecde, 
'but /vrider the Teruirude: of 
tharmoſt pious Kitige of glo- 
tle, according to thar of'S. 
Ktpultitie ;/ Libertie 'Þ meter 
preater \then under a *pibus 
| Kizge /whoni to ferne, 15 in- 
deede to raigne :#nd bappit s 
that bleſſed neceſſitie wuhich 
compells ws to the better. Our 
falſe libertie then is turned 


23$ 
into aneceſlicie , bur it is to 
be truly free: to hane nothin 
common with the world: not 
to be rortured with. the 
greedic deſire of vaine toyes! 
.to-haue noe commerce with 
- wickednefle : .to-. pafle our 
ryme in innocencic. Ourfor- 
tunes arenoec more Ours: noe, 
bur-they-are gaynfully ſpent 
_wvpon theipurchace of the'ri- 
_ches of Heauen. The diſpo- 

ficion-of -our body is. nox,in 
.-our owne hands. true |butiti is 
to imitate the Angells, The 
goods of ourmynd, ourveric 
will 3s -at- .anothers, diſpoſe. 
\Yes, bur-it is, char by wanting 
_ itforaryme, we may inioy/lt 
for an cternitie. 
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THE 1.-MEDITATION 


FOR THE THIRD DAY. 


of the vouve of pouertie. 


"Tarr rixsT PoiNnTE.”' 


FYOnfider that if humili- 
tic bethe baſis and fun« 
ation, whichſecures allchar 
i:buile-vpon ir, pouertie muſt 
beatthe charges:torayſerhe 
walls. But with-what creaſure 
vill pouertie performe this 
yorkei 2; Marrie wich. noe 
other/, as S; Auguſtine hath 
told vs, but with relinquish- 
ing of all we cither haue or 
can hope for. $o is the roppe 
and- perfetion of our ſpiri- 
tall building to be attained 
to; as wiſdome itſclfc aſſures 


240 
vs, fa ing : if thou wilt be 
%S 

thow haſt, and ge it 40 the 
poore,and take vp thy crofſe and 


come and followy we. 


AFFECTION & Resorvr., 


O.glorious and. rich. poucr- 
tic, which alone arr able to 
vndertakeand accomplishſo 
-greata worke, Theriches ofa 
*kingdome arc/ſ{carcely: Nufh 
icient to-finish' one-princely 
Louurc:andyer the ponertic 
-of 'one 7 poore [free giuiny 
:-harte;isableto rayſc _ 
"Towrereachingirnto! c_ 
of God ,and ro poſlefie 
felfe-roF-thisi kingdome: 0 
:0aynfull-comerce / © dauime- 


_ dy=rich! trading. F Ingenious 1 


-pourrtic ivadle? ro' 'ngprouc 
ther fnatetatent','co-an' lon- 


_ :fold aduantage: __ 
—"" 


, oe and ſell all that 


| 
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cheſure poſſeſio of life ever- 


| lating. He ſayes it, whom we 


dare _not:miſbeleeue : execr 


one that hath left houſe , or 


landes for my names ſake, sball 
rceine an' hundred fold , \ and 
vhalk poſſefſe life enerlaſting.” 
| aj TH £ II. Porwr, 
That Emnangelicall ponertie” 
 owght to be learnt of Chrift.' 
Conſider that though FW 
ners Phyloſophers both pray» 
ſed,and in ſome fort practiſed 


gertic,as nor reputing him 


worthy of God: who did nor 
contemne riches :: yea! and 
ome among them qualified 
It Leta parpertar., ioyfull po- 
vetcic.. Yet hardly should we 


-| either hane taſted the ioy,of 


it, or haue pur our ſ{clues'rs 


L 
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the practiſetherof,had wenot 
had a.berter Maſter. to hane 
propoſed ir-to''ys:by.way of 
counſell ; preached ir to vs 
with a'blifing vpon it; and 
practiſed it in his owne ſacred 
perſonall his life longe: who 
being rich became poore to 
inrich vs by his owne pouer- 
tic. He was poorc in his nati- 
uitie;being =_ in a poore 
caue or ſtable; wrapped vp in 
poore clothes;layd ona poote 
locke 'of hay , lodged in'a 


poore . manger , accompal- | 
gned with a- poore oxe- and | 


afſe. All che-coutſe of his life 
was: ſpent: in. pouertie 'and 
want'.: neuer hauing any 
poſſeflion, noe not ſo much 
asaplaceroshrude his heade;, 
and-at his death he was ſtript 
naked vpon the croſle. 


nn ww} 3 ep gens oe) Sy Vo OY 
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-'AxrFECTION:and RESOLYT. 
Andyert, washe nor eternall 
prouidence, and foreſawe all 
this? VV as he nor eternall wiſ- 
dome. and ſo could haue pre- 
venred it-all £ Was he nor 
the richesof heauen, and our 
God , who could ſtand in 
want of nothing that is ours? 
Conclude ' then my ſoule , 
with -much joy-and conſola- 
tion * either are we making a 
good';choyce of this' poore 
life we intende to leade ; or 
els the: wiſdome of heauen 


| mayſeeme ro/hauemiſtinhis 


choyce; Burt wiſdome could 
not decciue,nor beidectiued: 
reloyce then-, my ſoule , to 
haue madeſo ſure, ſo happie, 
{s:Chriſtlike- a choyce;” And 
let vs neyer ccaſe'to vſc our 
vitermoſt:endeu _ , to imi- 
j 


em 


__ * - ot £ 
rate his extreame pouertie in 
his nativitie, inhis life, andat 
his death. 


THE FIRST MEDITAT. 

FOR THE 4. DAY.,, - 

To vihat thi weve of pouettic 
doth abjolutlybinde vs, 


Taz rixsr Potwre. - 


' TOnſides: that the pouer- 

tie towhichyoy oblidge 
yourſelfe, isaccordingetos, 
Auguſtins Rule,; Thar is, not 
to-mendicitie, not: to penurie, 
or extreame want of neceſla- 
ries in-meate drinke or clo- 


thes &c, Bur to poſſefſewhat 


you. poſleſſe.in cotmmori ,ac- 
£ording to. that Apoſtolicall 
and primitiue Chriſtian pro- 
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ceeding in the fourth of che 
Ages: All thingeswvere com- 
mon-unto them & neither Vuas 
there apy needie among them 8& 
and t0 eueric onewvvas denided, 
arcording as ewery one had 
zeede..From theſebleſled firſt 
fruites of '/Chriſtianitie , did 
your holy father, as himſelfe 
declares , take the model of 
your life. So that, as you can 
haue nothing of your owne, 
nor cuen the power to call ir 
fo :ſo'on the other fide; you 
| have” right ro! your -share:in 
the comon diſtribution ofrhe 
whole. | 
AxFECTION and ''Resor. 
How happicarewe,my ſouls, 
to hane- fixed vpon-ſo happte 
aproceeding 5 where we are 
neither-to have nor want ri- 
ches:towittwe neither ſuffer 
L ij 
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the danger of hauing them; 
not the incommoditte - of 
wanting them. Happic con. 
dition:,-which frees vs. from 
the perill of riches, which 
makes the way of heauen 


almoft impoſſible : and-.yer 


ſubic&s vs notro ithe incom- 
moditie,of che want of them, 
wherby life becomes loath- 
ſome ,and neceſlicie compells 
to: vaworthy. and baſe thin- 


” IF => @T. *& 


boylinge: primitive hartes, | 


whence it was deriued downe 
ro vs; and wherby we, can oy- 


fully: pronounce: with,, the 


Apoſtle:uve haue nothinge,and 
yes vue -poſſeſpe all thinges , by 


the harmeleſſe vie which we | 
are permitted co make of rhe. | 


contempr of ric 


_— 
Taz II. Porwrs.: 


What pouertie 4 true Religions 
ought indeede to ayme at. 


Conſider that chough the 
poſleſling of nothing in pro- 
per, or want of proprierie. 
be all that you, canonically 


' promiſle or are bound ro; yer 


your aymes — , are the 
es, and of - 
the verie: deſire of: them: Tt 


15nor gold and -{itucr thattche 


Apoſtle rearmes the roote 


of all euil, bat the inordinat* 


concting of them, Nor are rich 


perſonsaloneſubie&'co- dans 


ger, butthoſe alſo that court to 
beriche voholaith he, fall znre 
mnares', and temptations, The 


| pouertie which our ſauiqur 
, preacherh with a-benedixlis 
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ypon 1t, 1s ſpirituall pouer- 


tie, or poucrtic- of the d'ifin- 


rerreſt mynde which neither 
has them, nor cares for them, 
nor {eckes the commodities 
ard pleaſures they bringe 
with them , further then a 
meere neceflarie itueiynoode, 
as we ſce in our B. Sauiours 
example , which 1s. our pat- 
terne indeede.. 

 ArFECTioON and Rxsot. 
The aQuall want of riches, 
my ſoule, and the banishing 


of thoſe contentious words 


myne and. thyne , is a good 


ſeppe to beatirude : ſince | 


therby innumerable-occaſios 
of contentions and'quarrells. 


are cur off. Yet alas , that 1s. 


not all chart the ſpouſes of 
Chriſt Should ayme ar who 
iQ their pouertie ought to 


1y 
expreſſe the pouertie' of 
Chrift » who-.neicher had 
them, nor delired-them;nor 
the. commodities and. ,de- 
lights which accompanic 
them. Ic-profits vs mot;at all, 
ich $:;Gafarius;-ro-;aban- 
donne . riches ouryardly., 
vnlefle. we roore, out withall 
the. inward defire of them, 
which Nicke Cloſe jto: our 
harres: -Ir;is ner -rog much; 
my-ſonle ,for;poore naked 
man .,:to fglloy ;ppore and. | 


mked Ghrift, - 


THE ML MEDITATION 
1/1 2; FOR THE ,4+, DAY... 
of the vow. of: chaffitie:. 


FIC Oanſider , that if, hami- 
&. :zilitie» harho « ajes the 


Y | 
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foundation, and pouettie 
ray{ed rthe- walls'' chaſtiric 
woud' beat the colt to adorne 
it within : for it is indeede 
Virginitierharis the begining 
of ſpirituall beantic' and or- 
ws pe All the beautit' und 
elorie 'of the Kings daugher ts 
wuithin,Y calaith'S.Bernarde, 
virginitie is the beſt, and moſt 
wishfull furnirure; and' ſuch 
as might euen proue-a'kind 
of | chute” "toi the” Angels 
themſ{elues , which though 
otherwiſe Virgines -too- ; yet 
are they not virgines_ inut- 
roned with flesh and bloud: 
whereas to liue *in flestr and 
not according to fle$h; is not 
an earthly , but a heancnly 
life, faith S.Hierome. 
':AvrgcriON, andiiRESOLY. 
Wirth wwhay ocher' ornament; 
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| you 
my ſoule, then virginall py- 
ritie, was that royalFHall?; or 
earthly Paradice ,. to: be. a- 
dorned, which was to receiue 
the puritie of heauen, which 
catie'downe'tocſpouſermans 
narure 2 If virginall-puritie 
then was to giue'intertayne- 
ment to-the ſonne.of God:in 
earth, noe wonder, that pu- 
ritie toomuſt adomne: the tpy- 
Tituall building:which were 
'rayſing vp inro- the fight of 
God in heauen. Let vs not 
fayl,my ſoule,ropuran.ineſti- 
'mable price vpon. this:an- 
gelicall vercue, which heauen 


ſo highly values. Ic being in- 
deede the iuery Throne which 


the heauenly falomon builc 


"for himſclfe; Andlet'vs nener 
'efteemeir ſafe bur onelyvps 
"7s ſure foundation humititie. 


L vi 
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Trr StconDeE Porwty: 


That by the vowue of thaſtitic 
 youare rruly maried #0 God. 


Conſider ro what a' hi ghth 


of dignitie you-are admitted 


by this heauenly vowe;.certes. 


[to.noc leſte;chen an abſolute 


-mariage .with God. So were 
we taught: by Tertullian 14, 


hundred ;yeares agoe ;' ſpca- 
:Fking ro:a virgine : hon art 
'w4aricd to Chriſt : to: him aidſt 


- how delinerwp thy body:to him | 


thon didft betrouch thy matuti- 


11270. Waelkeon then, according 10 


thy ſpouſe his vvill and pleaſure. 
W hence the Church of, God 
til!-rhis day , appoints [theſe 
'words-to be faid: at your re- 
-cciuing of the veyle :-recerue 
this facred weyle , waherby yau 


253. 
may be knovunetobaueconten- 
ned the-wyorld. ; and. to:bawe 
ſubiected or efpouſed your ſelfe 
for ener to Chriſt the spogse of 
UVIYgHACS. | 

AFFECTION: and | Reo. 

O admirable dignitie ,of 
the Virgine, whererhehum- 
ble-handmayde is rayſed: to 
'the honour of a Bride to- 
Chriſt himſclfe , -the Bride- 
-grome !: whom when $she 
loues , she's. chaſte ; whom* 
when she rouches,she's pure: 
| whom when'she takes in ma- 
riage , she js a virgine !'O 
ſuperceleſtiall marijage! from 
whence fidelirie, and ferrili- 
tie areexpeced, as wellas in 
other mariages: becauſe ſuch 
as breake the firſt faith , haze 
damnation, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Yea, the happie ſtare of vir- 
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eines, aſſures S. Auguſtine, is' 
more fruicfull-and ferrile;not 
by hauing great bellies, bur 
great myndes : not by havinp 
breaſts full of mylke , but 
hartes full of candour':and 
in lieu of*© binging forth 
carthour- of their bowells, by 
bringing forth © heauen” by 
rheir prayers. Hence iſlues'a 
noble progenie; puririe, 1uſti- | 
'ce, patience, myldnefle; cha- 
ritic attended by all herno- 
ble traine of vertues; the holy 
virgins heauenly iſſue. 7 
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THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


dk the vouve of obedience. 
i Tas FIRST POINTE, 


Onſider that: hJewichi 

ftanding that in — 
tle, the ground worke., 
ſure: tharriche pouertie Path 
rayfed the walles, and ange- 
licatl puricic hath "adorned 
the> worke "interiourly, - Yer 
muſt tranfcendanceubedien- 
ce ſecare/all,or nothinge will 
prouec table." All-is fare :1n 
obedience /- all-withour-'ir 'is 
In: danger.: ny :ſairch 
your hob} Father ,is ; as-4t 
were" ,rhe morher, on drogen 
of. all +: "She continually 
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watchesthat noe parte of our 
ſpirituall building may be 
lyable' to-any danger. And 


this ſs -neceſſarie' verrue of 


obedience ,.isnothingels but 
avoluntaric and rationallſacry- 


fie of our ovvune. will to the 


will of another , which: $; 
Iohn Climacus:rearmes; rhe 


death or graue of our ovone 


SHOE 4 | 212 91 
ArrecTION and Regt. 
If chen,my foule;our greateſt 
aflurance be :found. in /abe- 
dience,/ler.our greateſt: cate 
be .imployed ito -parchace;, 
conferue, andpragiſe ir... i by 
obeying our | Superioari ;1ti6 


(ſairh$.Gregbric) thar:God ls 


obedient to: our prayers. And 
your baly,Earhet; dares affir- 
me ; that one prayer off ante» 
dieat: perſon 12 fooncr theart; 
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thet ten thonsand of one dise- 
bediext. Tris obedienceywhich 
makes vs ſecure: obedience 
which frees vs from care and 
ſollicitude:Obedience which 
renders. our. meate , drinke, 
and play , meritorious. By 
obedience weequally aduan- 
ce our iorney towards heauen 
in ſtanding (till , as walking 
on;.in ſleeping as wakinge. 
O admirable aduantages.of 
obedience / O how. -happie 
and feeure: is: the: condition 
of an obedient ſoule, of whom 
the wiſeman. pronouncerh 
that she shall ſinge widteries. 


Tur H. PorinTte. 


That obedience t the moſt im-- 
portant of the three vouves. 


Conſider that though: the 
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voyes of pouerric and chaſti. 
tie, contribute- much to the 
happic ſtate of arreligiou; 

life ,'yet doth"rhat- of obe. 
dience farre excelle them, 
and in ſome ſorte conteynes 
them all , according to- the 
-ſenſe-of the Angelicall Doc- 
'tour. For wheras Religion'is 
a ſacrifice , wherin pouertic 
offers all her goods of Fortu- 
ne ;/and chaſticie all rhoſe of 


'the body : obedience goes: 


yer further; and ſacryficeth 
all choſe of the mynde, 
ſclfe-will , ſelfe-iudgement, 
and cuen the whole man; 
which certainly 1s incompa- 
rably more excellent then all 
the reſt... | 
AFFECTION | and Rxsot. 
Pouertie, and chaſtitie , ſaith 
S.Bernatd; are the two winges 
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by which obedience mounts 
alofe. Yet itisshe indeede,not 
they that. flye. Adouzenſuch 
vinges would not be able to 
nyſe proude diſobedience 
one inch'to heauen-wards. Ir 
is neither our goods of for- 
tune; nor thoſe of our body, 
which will- prone: a pleaſitig 
facryfice. in the-fighr of God, 
ynleſſe they beaccompayned 
with obedience, the: humble 
ſabmiſhion''of rhe: will:,- and 
judgement; Banishe ouruf ponr 
harte., thu pleaſeth',. and: this 
displeaſeth, ſfairh your brother 
aKempis , end notbing Shall 
trouble yo. and: 'S.Bernarde, 
take auway the wuill, and there 


shall beroe hell. 
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of the extent of ohelience, 
Trax rixnsT PolNnTE 


 YOnſider;tharasro make 
C) obedicccabſolutly blin- 
de, were ro depriue man of 
manthar is, of reaſon wherby 
heisdifferenced/from abeaſt, 
and ro-oppoſe thar ofthe 
Apolſtle;./et: your obſerance be 
reaſonable: ſo toleauc itwholy 
ro the guidance,andappoint- 
mentofreaſon;were ratherto 
make. a. man-a Phyloſopher, 
then either a good religious 
perſon,or cuen a good Chril- 
tian. It muſt ſo farre ſee, as to 
beable todiſcerne Godspart, 
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becauſerheDecree is without 
exception;z#hat vue oteht rathey 
16 oheye God then men. Bur 
whexe we doe. not manifestly 
ſce, that Gods right is tren- 
ched: vpon, ot violated, we 


ought abſolutly to obeye a 


{uperiours: commande' in all 
things without reſetue, wher- 
inhe is ſuperiour. And this 
kind of obedience fails vnder 
your yowey and is abſolutly 
neceſtarie.. ri eee ., 139. 
- ArxpcrIoON and RxSouLy. 
0 my ſoule, if our owne 
teafon-were made the Rule of 
our. obedience :;, with what 
confufions: ;: 4nd  endleſſe 


| wanglings:/would not Mo- 


naſteries be replenished 2 
They would not ſo much be 
found ſacred and ſilent ſoli- 
tudes, as cententious Aca- 
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demies. It'is at the death of 


our rebellious wills(that peſti- 
lent ſource of mans miſerie 
and morrtall poiſon of a ſpri: 
ruall life) that -obedience 


aymes, which is not effeQed | 


by proude diſputes ,- but.by 
hamble-ſubmiſhons; -having 
continually-in mynd that all 
powver' is from God ,, and he 
vuho reſets powver reſiſts Gods 
ordonnance. Lertvs then, my 
ſoule, humbly and promptly 
obeye God in our ſuperiours 
perſon”, ſtanding alwayes in 
2blifledindifterencic-with'S; 
Paule , to. hearehim»by'rheit 
mouthes, and to obeye-him; 
in their perſons,ſaying: Wha 
is thy holy wvill 1 showld duet 


- Y [1 
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_- Tas. Pointe. _ 

| of the Ainers degrees of it. i 
_ Conſider that tho: necefla- 


rie- obedience to which you 


are tyed. by vowe, conſiſts in 


obeying Superiours comands, 


according roRule' and Con- 
ſirutios, or what conduces to 
the due obſeruance .rheroft: 


Yetarenotthe pious ſpouſes 


of Chtiſt-roſtopperhere;bur 
tobeſtill ſtriuing ro:emulare 
the berrergifts,andto render 
themſelues: wholy agreeable 
tortheir diuine ſpouſe.Be per- 
tet; asyour heauenly father 
Is perfect ſaith our ſauiour, 
by endeuouring ſtill coobeye 
in. che moſt perfe& 'man- 
ner, which that. greatſeruant: 
of: God 'Ruiſbrochius ' pures 
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_ downe as followes. Inthe firſt 
place it muſt be prudent and 
diſcreete. 2. {imple. 3. cheer- 
full. 4. promper. 5. couragious, 
6. deuoure. 7. humble. 
AFFECTION and Resor, 
O: whar a bleſſed life is-ledd 
- where all theſe conditions 
meete 1. O- what a Heaucn 
peares in earth where 
earthly Angells rhus liue!Let 
this be our-cheife;endeuout, 
my ſoule, as it is the. happi- 
nefle;fecuritic,and ornament 


of a religious life.Ler vs with 


prudence and diſcretiondil- 
cerne Gods will by our ſupe- 
riotirs mouth, and whether 
we be commanded to watch, 
to faft,to pray or worke, &c. 
orels vpon occafions,at their 
pleaſure, ro leaue them. off, 


tet it. be done ſimply , and | 


with 
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with aſſurance , that by how 


much more ſimply , by ſo 
much the more'fruirfully and 
excellently irs done:Ler thar 
diſcreere ſimplicitie be ſeco- 
ded with quicke and chees- 
full execution : for God lowes 
a free and merrie-harted giner. 
If the thinge commanded 
appeare hard, yer imbrace ir 
mira manly :curage,ticauen 
s worth more; andhe who 
gaue the commande can giue 
frength- coy performe it. Fis 
nally, let alb chis be:done with 
kumn;lirie and devotion, not 
fomuchtopleaſe men;asthat 
our heauenty! farher: may be 
glorified: 25 -VOUINY 


erate 
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THE FIRST MEDITAT, 


FOR THE 6. DAY. 


of the excellencies of 
$i Okbedience. 


Tre yixsT POINTE. 


Onſider with deuoute 
Ruifbrochius , thatobe- 
EE diencc. is ayertue of ſo great 
| __excellecie,thart che:yerie leaſt 
worke., be it of what kinde 
itwill, being done by vertuc 
therof, is much better , and 
moreacceptablero-God,thdn 
cucnother geate-workes done 
without it; as for example, 
hearing of Maſle, reading , 


praying , contemplating, or' 


thinke of. Which leſſon we 
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any other worke you can. 
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are yet taught by a.greater 
Maſter: Kings 1.15. Will onr 
Lord haue Holocauſts and victi- 
mes, and not ratber that his 
voyce should be obeyd? For bet- 
ter is obedience then victhmes: 
and to herken rather , then to 
offer the fatt of rammes. Becauſe 
&C.it is as it vuere the wVuic- 
kedneſſe of Tdolatrie to refuſe 
to obey. © Fa 

AFFtcT.and REso.Itis not 
ſomuch the-grearneſſe of che 
thinge then, my ſoule , we 
ought ro looke vpon, as the 
prearneſſe of the obedience 
vith which we are to perfor- 


'me it. Commandes of great 


and herociall ations rare- 
ly occurre, wheras obedience 


may be daylie exerciſed,and 


merite increaſed in a num- 
ber of ſmale matters: Nor is 


M ij 
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ir cafily ro be concciued, 
what riches are to be treaſu. 
red vp for hcauen: therby, 
Deuoutc obedience knowes 
how to render the poore'wido. 
wes myre a gratfull offering. 
Induſtrious obedience nego- 
riates vpon trifles ; and yet 


like the honicbee ftores her 


hyue with huge riches. Many 
other vertues , daughters of 
Charitic, gather maine hea- 
pes of treaſure togeirher, yer 
obedienceſo farre ourſtripps: 
then all, that she makes her 
ſelfe more grarcfull co God 
then a ſacryfice. Eo 


Taz Il. PorINTE. 


of wohom vve ought to learnt 
Obedience. 


. Conſider that we ought to | 


— — 


JN = Pons my, bat RX0 in A, ww oe o,, DN MM. a. eds. ie. cas. eo 8 ooo Due moe 


Sc Ew 


RL. AR. EE io. On CR I 4 


269 | 

learne this beſt of morall 
yerrues of the beſt of Mafters 
of moralitie Ieſus Ch. V ho 
is as well the Maſter, as the 
Diſciple, of ir. He-was the 
Maſter of it : at his coming 
into the world; whilehe lived 
init;andathis departure/out 
of it. Athis coming ,S.Paule 
cells vs in his perſon : #2 the 
beade of the booke it & voritten 
of me , that 1 should doe thy 
wuill: then ſaid T': behold 1 
come that 1 may doe thy will 
'0 God, His whole 1ife was 


| | ſpent in the doing the will 


of his heanenly father who 
ſent him, and in-obeyinghns 
mother,'S. Iofeph, and euen 
all creatures for his ſake. Ar 
his deparrure, he vuasohe- 
drent euen vnto death, and the 


| death of the Crafſe. And he 


11j 
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was the Diſciple of it roo; 
fithens, as S. Paule affirmes, 
though he were the ſonne of 
God , he learnt oledience by the 
thinges wuhich he suffered; and 


UVUVas made the cagse of eternall 


Saluation to all that obey him. 
ArrFECTION and REsot, 


O- whar an- excellent leſſon | 


of obedience hath the ſonne 
of God, lefr for the ſonnes 
of men to imitate ! He, who, 
as God, could be obedient to 
none, being God-man, beco- 
mes obedient to all men for 
his heauenly farhers ſake. All 
his life was a corinued obedi- 
ence, till by his painfull death 
he conſummared rhe great 


worke of mans redecmprion, 


for which he was (ent. Father 


I hauc consammaited theuurie 


wuhih thou gaueſt me to dot, 


as. tn ten Aaxt..am.. Ai. pr CEE »” I __ —p_— [ _ Dow'y — aq Sata. p— 
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ſaich-rthat intirely obedient | 
ſonne. The worke which we 
are to- doe, my ſoule, (which 
is 4s It were our whole buſi- 
neſſc)is, ro obey God in our 
ſuperiours commandes ; and 
by ſuch ſubmiſſion, and their 


care, to ſecure. -our bleſied 


| erernitie. By their eyes we 
beſt diſcerne : By their iud- 


gements we moſt wiſely 
judge” : by their direCions; 
and orders , we molt ſurely 
walke to mans beartitude. 
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THE I. MEDITATION 


FOR THE.6. DAY. 


That Charitie mnff be the roofs 
of ths fpirituall building. 


THe rixsT POINTE. 


T Onlider , that be the 
A foundariones neuer 1o 
deeply digged ::be ithe-walls 
nener ſo. firme , and. confir- 
med; and the interior partes 
neuer ſo fairely adorned : yet 
if the roofe be not ſutablcto 
the reſt, and be nor eſtablis- 
hed aboue the reſt , it lycs 
bur vſeleſlely open ro receiue 
winds and shewres ; and is 
vnfitt for the viſe of man: 
being indeede noe perfect 
buildinge, but onely the ma- 


= — A ” 
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rerialls or ruines therof;'vpon' 
which paſſers by looke with 


deriſion , and lay : this mar 


| began to build , but conld not 
| fnish the same. 


AFFECTION 8 REesSOLYT. 
Itis the end , my ſoule that 
cucry wiſe man. aGts for , 
without which his worke 1s 
imperfe&,nor can he repoſe. 
Pouertie indeede ' {eemnes 
more thenhumane. Pure na- 


| tnre knowes noe Auch pro- 


dufttion. Virginie 45s traly 
Angelicall and diuine; andis 


 afruite which js onely found 


in the 'boſome of the'Carho- 
like Church. None bur a vir- 
ome mother brings out vit- 


vines, Obediencediredts all, 
ſecures all, ,confirmesall:and 
' makes a fitr rabernacle for 


- 
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God'tn the harre of man; by 
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banishing thence ſelfe judge- 
ment and ſelfe will. But hea- 
uenly. charitic ; as a glorious 
mother , farr outſtrips them. 
all,giues chemallcheir begin- 
ing, increaſe, and perfeQion. 
For why indeede , my ſoule, 
did we firſt enterpriſe this 
holy worke , bur becauſe we 
loue? Whar could beableto 
robbe-vs of all we haue, but 
loue ?- Whar did wowe vs to- 
virginall chaſtitie , bur the 
loue of a vitgine ſpouſe ? 
What could moue men to 
depriue thenvſclues of belo- 
ued liberrie , and to liue at. 
the diſpoſe of anothers will, 
bur the loue of him alone, 
who chaſed rather to dye,rhE 
not to accomplish the will of 
his heauenly Father ? Loxe 


then, ſaith your holy Father, 


| 


' 
| 
| 
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and doe Vubat thou wullt. 


Taz II. Points. 


| That wvithout charitie nothing 


is done to Secure our bappie 

Conſider that if humilitie 
put the: foundation: of your 
ſpiricuall-Towre , it was by 


charities guidance andorder: 


for. as  humilitie -goes + not 


 withour:charitie, ſo: charirie 
' never leaues humulicie. If 


' pouertie rayſed the walls, ic 


was with the treaſure wher- 


with charitie furniſhed her. 
If chaſtitie adorned it within: 
itwas with the pure burning 


cold which she had of chari- 


tie. Finally if obedience con- 

firmed and ſecured the whole 

worke ;.it was by the forceshe 
M vj 
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recciued of charitie , wuhich 
is as Hronge as death. In a 
' wordall is from charitie , and 
all isfor charitie. 
AFFECTION. & Resorvr. 
He{S.Paule)knewe this truth, 
my- ſoule, as certainly , as he 


aftirmesitvndaunredly:o wit; 


that not:onely che: foreſaid 


Vertucs profir Vs: nothinge 
without charitie,6ut exex that 


tho vue thould haze all faith, 


s0 that uueconld ivemoue mouns 


taines:thongb vue should diferi- 


bute all ourgoods tobe meate for 


the poore : finally , thowgh wwe 


shoald detiner ourbodies to bur 


ne , and yet voant charitie, it 
rofits vs nothing. Charivic; 
ſaich holy S. Augultine,is thar 


which diſcernes the ſonns of 


God from the ſonns. of the 
Diuell. Charitic 4s chat one 
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neceſ/arie. thinge., which alone 
ſufficerh.Charirie,in aword;is 
that Euangelicallgemme,for 
which if a man Should giuc 
all his ſubſtance; he $sball re- 
pute it as nothing.Comerhe, 


| 0 come then, o thou holy spirit, 


Fl 
£ 
£/ 
5 
. F: . 


Dews Charitas, and vetlenish 
the: hartes of thy faithfull and 
inflame them wuith the fire of 
thy Lone. | 


THE FIRST MEDITAT. 


FOR THE | 7. DAY. 
That all the vertues are lone... 
Tax rizsT Pointe. 


\ Onfider that fotrue it is 


that nothing 15s done 


| without charitie , thar your 


noly Father makes noe diffi- 
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cultie to teach you', that 
wvithout charitie the reſt of the 
wertues are not indeede reputed 
vertues : nay further, that the 
reſt of the yertues are-bur' in- 
deede loue and charitic,ſo,or 
ſo qualified. For what is humi- 
litie but charitie ſtooping , 
and reputing her ſelfe no- 
thing? VWhar is pouertie, but 
charitie contemning all, and 


ſtripping herſelf of all:Whar. 


is chaſtitie bur loue preſer-. 


uing 'corruptible man -from 
corruption of :-bodie and 
mynde ? What finally obe- 


dience, bur t6ue freely and | 


reaſonably facrifycing vp the 


will of man: and making it 


fupple and inclinable to cue- 
rie creature. 

AFFECTION and REsor. 
Charitic:then, my ſoule, 15 
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that rranſcendant heauenly 
yercue without which there is 
noe true yertue atall. It:isshe 
which gouernes as Quecne; 


' giues life, vigour and worth 


ro all the other vertues. He 
who'loueth not remaynes in 
death, Iris she who perfumes 


| them all with the odour and 


ſweeencſle of holy louc:ſfince 
we doe not meerely imbrace 
them , becauſe they are ver- 
rues, burrather in qualirie of 
thinges thatare deſired, im- 


| braced, and beloued by. God: 
; (To diſcouer a- man rruly 
| vertuous,wevſe not to inquire 
| what he belecues: or whar he 


hopes for,butwharthe loues.If 


| earth hes earthly : if Heauen, 


he's heauenly; if God , he's 


| Godlike.)for as ſuch'they be- 


| come- all deſirable , loving, 


280 
and louelie.Lerme loue thee, 


and loue all other rthinges 
which lloue and practiſe, for 
thec,andinthee:rhar my be- 
loued may be mync , and [ 
wholic his: 
Trex Il. Points. 
That wve ought inzſ/antly to 
defere , and breath after 
charitie. 
Conſiderrthar if, as we haue 
_ feene, Charitic be all in all, 


fert vpon the continuall de- 
fire of it. For whatoughr we, 
or doe we indeede dehire, 
but what euery cne pro- 
poſerh ro khimſelfe for his 
cnd ?and theendofthe lawve 1 
logc. What oughr any Chriftia 
to defire but rhe accomplish- 
ment of the :lawe of God; 4nd 


then,0 Lord,termelouethee, 


our thoughtes oughr to be 


| 
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the fulnefſe of the lavve us chari- 
tie, Nor fares it in thoſe hea- 
nenly defires , as in vaine 


| worldly wishes: a million of 


them puts not one pennie 


into our purſes. Wheras by 


| theverie deſire ofrhe loue of 


' God, we begin roloue God 
' indeed : and ſtillthemore we 
: defre it,the more -we lone. 
Yea, when this defire waxes 


ſtronge and bartie,the deſire 


 $rurnedinto fixe., and:infla- 


mes:the coueringcharce. He 
that deferesGodww.th hu vubale 
harte has alrcadie bim uhou 


| he Joues ffaich -S. Gregarie, 
And S. Augnftine:abelydeyrre, 
' # the wohole life of a good 
| Chriſtian. 


ArtECTION. and REso.. 


| Bur alas, my poore ſoule, tho- 


 weelcarelydiſcernerhis delire 
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to' be moſt iuſt,aduantagious, 
and moſt worthy of a.'chriſtia 


harre : yet: we ſomtymes per- | 
ceiue our {clues not to be fo 


happie,'as cuen to haue this 
deſirc. Let vsthen ar leaſt ſay 


with the Prophete : wy /oule 


hath deſired, earneſtly-to deſire 


thy waſtifications ar all tymes. 
Let vs not fayle to hauc this 


deſire of defaring,continually 


inour harte;ſaying with'S. Au. 
Grize me thy ſelft , reſtore me thy 


felfe : for vuhat ssnot thy werie © 


ſelfe,is verienothingto me. and | 


itwill happen with vs,as it did 


with rhe holic Prophete, that | 
in: theſe holy thoughres and 


deſirs fire will flashe our; and 


ſo throu ghly inflame our ſou- / 
le, thatas the ſtagge thirſteth | 


after the founraines of fresh 
water,ſoshall we vehementlie 
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couet , and thirſt afrer our 

od God , that drainleſle 
= es of living water, 
which flowes into life cuer-. 


 laſtrig. | 


' THE 1. MEDITATION 


"OT 


of vvhom wve are to learneChar 
ritie touvards one another. 


:- Tur reIiRsT PorlNTE. 


FN Onſiderthatwe oughtto 
 ,learne this moſt impor- 


tant leſſon, this oze nece/ſ/arie 


thinge , of him, who dorh as 


| well reach. ir, as giue-irt , our 
; Sauiour Iefus ; who brought 
| downe #his ſacred fire intoearth 
| and his vuill vuas it should 


| larne the hartes of. men. And 
| indeede, neuerdid he ſeeme 


284 
ſo pecuharly wo make him- | 
. ſelfe che'Maſter of any rhin- | 
ge, avof chis vertue and hu- | 
militie. Thzs is. myprecept laid 
that deare maſter of ours, thar 
«you louc one another. My 
«litle children. I giuc you a 
*new precept, thar you louc 
cone another. In this all men 
*hall know that you arc my 
«Diſciples, if you hane Joue 
one to another. Holy Fa- 
«ther, T pray 8c. that they 
«may be one , as we allo arc 
*onec, I.in them, and thou in 
<me. 

AxrEcTion and Resor. 
This is the great commande- 
ment, indeede, my ſoule, this 
Chrifts ſpeciall precepr : Loxe 
oneanother. this the badge by 
which he will have all his ſer- 
uants to be knowne. 7f they 
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leue one another. If we come 
without this wedding garmer, 


| we shall be repulſed, If we 


knocke , not hauing this oyle 
of charitie in our Lampes, 
(wherby we may be knowne 


 tomen to be Gods Diſciples) 


Godovzill nor knowuewus:; the 


doreuill. be shat; Whatthin- 


' ge more wishfull, could we 
' haue deſired ro haue heard, 


theEby affording mutuallloue 


and aſſiſtance ro one anorher, 
 (whichwe haue all ſuch neede 
' of ) to ſecure our faluation? 

And yetzthe moſt louing,and: 


| beloued Apoſtle aſſures vs:Ir 


is the precept of our ſoneraigne 


' Lord, and'Maſter: doe this faith 


\ he and it ſafffcerh. Beare one 


 anothers burden,and (0 youhal 


 «&rcomplish the lawve of Chriſt. 
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Tar SEtconDeE Pornmx. 


Hovy wve ought to exerciſe 


Chavitte to one auotber. 


Conſider thar this ought 
to be done by his example, 
who -gaue the commande of 
it, and afterwards came-gra- 
cioully downe to reach ir by 
his owne practiſe, Thus we arc 
taught by the grear/ Apoſtle. 
Receiue,helpe, comfort, ſup- 
port, andloue one another as 
Chriſt received ,afſliſted, ſup- 
ported and loued vs. -But how 
did Chriſt loue vs & c?Marrie, 


he loued vs firſt , with a free, 


and diſintereſted loue,, which 
looked vpon noe preceedant 
merites.2. Wirh a right loue, 
not to receiue any thinge 
from vs,bur to diſcharge the 
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ouer - flowing riches of his 
mercifull breaſtes vpon our. 


1 pouertie.z, Wirth a perſeue- 


| rantloue : for lowing his vuho 
| vere 42 the -uvorld, he loned 
| them to the end. 4. With a 
| tronge loue; euen as ſtronge 
| as death ir ſelfe-: he loued ws, 
| and delinered him{elfe for ws: 
 forvs men,and for our ſaluation. 
. AFFECTION and RExsorx.If 


| then my ſoule , we hope for 


any conſolation in Chriſt; if 
| any ſolace ef Charitie; if any 
 ſocietic of ſpirit , if any 

bowells of commilſeration,ler 
| vsendeuour to fulfill che B. 


| | Apoſtles ioy, by _ of one 
| meaning ( having t 


e ſame 
| charitie) of one mynd,agree- 
'tngin one. That nothing be 
done by contention, nor by 
vaine glorie:but in humilitie; 
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each: counting. others better 
chen chemſelues. Ina word, 
let.ys receiue, comfort, ſup- 


port and -loue'our poore' bre... 


thren and that roo; as Chriſt 
gaue vs the example , with a 
pure and-difinterreſted loue, 


becauſe ir.is:his bleſledplea- 


ſure tharſoirshould be. With 
2 right loue;, »p# {cching that 
hy rk pu work in or 
cular';. four. felues , but that 
which 4s profitable to many. 
With , a perſcuerant louec, 
which 15 not. to! end bur with 
the <nd:of 'onr lives. Finally, 
with:2ſtronge loue, readie to 
wraſtle with obujous difficul- 
ties, and cuen with death ir 


ſelfe, forthe goodof our bro- 


ther , asour deare Lord gaue * 


VS an example 
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